
Cut two strips of 3 x 30 in (8 x 76 cm) from the leather look vinyl. These will be used 
for the straps. Cut another 18 x 12 in (45 x 30 cm) piece for the bottom of the bag.

From the edge, fold ½ in (2 cm) in on 
both sides 18 in (45 cm) sides and 
then topstitch.

DIY 
Tote bag
created by 

• 50 cm medium weight printed cotton  
• 30 cm leather look vinyl
• Thread, scissors, chalk or marking pen

Materials and tools

Cut two pieces of cotton 18 x 21 in 
(45 x 53 cm).

Place the two cotton pieces together 
face to face. Sew them together 
along the longer 18 in (45 cm) edge.

Place the back side of the vinyl against the 
face of the cotton making sure it’s centered 
with the seam of the two cotton pieces.  
Sew close to the edge on each side in order 
to shape the bottom of the bag.

Place the cotton face to face 
so that the vinyl edges align 
together. On each side measure 
21 in (53 cm), make a seam.
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If you want the bottom of your bag to be well defined, proceed with this step. Otherwise, skip to next step. Fold the seam of 
the bag’s bottom face to face so that the side seam forms a triangle. Make a mark about 4 in (10 cm) long and sew along 
this mark. Cut off the excess fabric. Repeat this step for the other side. Flip the bag right side out.

For the top seam, make a double seam 
of about 1 in (4 cm) and sew.

For the straps - keeping the vinyl flat, make a top stitch on each edge of the 30 in (76 cm) 
length. Fold the vinyl along those two stitch lines and then fold once more in half (like a 
double bias tape). Top stitch along each side. If you prefer shorter straps, cut to 27 in (70 cm).

Position your straps within the bag 
at 4 in (10 cm) from the side. 
Sew in place.

• Use Wonder clips (sku 7831550) 
instead of pins to avoid making 
unnecessary holes in the leather 
look vinyl. 

• For easier sewing and to avoid the 
vinyl from sticking to your needle 
and sewing machine plate, use a 
silicon such as Super-Slip Multi-
Purpose Silicone (sku 85841) to 
spray on the needle and plate. 
You’ll notice your project will be 
much easier to work. (Always test 
on a piece of scrap fabric prior to 
use. Normally, silicon doesn’t stain, 
however it’s better to test it as a 
precautionary measure.) Be careful 
to not spray on the floor as this 
product is very slippery.

Tips
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