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Roving in relief is a beautiful effect easily achieved with 
only a little extra care while felting.  The fibre is lightly 
tacked into place, and then more firmly anchored while 
defining the character of the felted object, in this case, 
scalloped rose petals.  The wool is left puffy in some areas 
and forced down to the foundation fabric in others, adding 
textural interest and securing the piece.  The project 
may be worked directly onto a wool surface or used as a 
removable accent with the pin-backs added.  Extra details 
such as beads and buttons add contrast and sparkle to the 
project.  Proudly display your finished piece on a garment, 
pillow, bag or lampshade, or wherever an added splash of 
style is needed.

1. The rose design may be enlarged or reduced as desired, 
cut and transferred to the felt with the chalk pencil.  The 
design outline is all that is needed.  Use the pattern for a 
guideline or enlarge by photocopying to suit. Pattern

2. Begin by choosing 2-3 harmonious colours from the 
roving for the large flower.  Pull wisps of fibre from the 

roving and stagger them to blend.  Wrap loosely around 
a finger and place on the felt.  Tack into place by needle 
felting. (Photo1) Choose another colour for the centre of 
the flower if more definition is desired.  Wrap around the 
end of a finger and tack into place as before.  

3.  Form a rosebud by wrapping a lesser amount of fibre 
around your fingertip and felting into place according to 
the pattern. (Photo2) 

4.  Wisps of green and yellow combine nicely for the 
leaves. (Photo 3)  Bring the loose ends together to form 
a teardrop shape (photo4) and place close to the rose 
with the ends pointing outward.  Felt into place so the 
leaves are not quite as puffy as the rose yet they still have 

Roving Roses
By: Lisa Cruse of Sharon, Connecticut, USA               

You will need:  
Hand-dyed roving in assorted colours 
(I used Ashford Corriedale sliver, natural white, hand-dyed with Ashford 
dyes)
Felt for backing, wool or wool blend
Sew-on pin-backs, optional
Beads, buttons, trims, optional
Hair spray lacquer
Felting needle, medium gauge
Sponge or felting mat
Sewing needle and thread
Chalk pencil for transferring design
Sharp craft scissors



dimension.  Small wisps of green and yellow form the 
calyx at the base of the rosebud.

5.  The rose petals gain more definition by needle felting 
a channel through the roving.  (Photo 5.)  Felt in between 
colours to define petals and give outer edges a scalloped 
effect by nudging the fibre, on an angle at intervals, 
toward the centre while felting.

6.  Choosing several shades of a contrasting colour, form 
berries from the roving similar to the rosebud only smaller. 

7.  The entire piece may be stabilized at this point by 
spraying liberally with hair lacquer.  Non-aerosol spray was 
used on the arrangement and allowed to dry thoroughly 
before continuing. (Photo8)

8.  Beads may be added as accents (see photo for 
suggestions and placement)(Photo9) and stitched into 
place with needle and thread.  My arrangement has gold 
beads in the flower centre and a single black seed bead 
adds character to each berry.  Small iridescent beads 
accent the leaves and berries with the vintage elongated 
ovals, reminiscent of beetle’s wings, adding just the right 
touch.

9.  Once all is in place, carefully cut close to the design 
edges around the entire piece to form a large appliqué.  
The design may then be stitched into place on a garment 
or article or alternatively, pin backs may be stitched to the 
back of the piece for a removable corsage embellishment. 
(Photo10)

10. Because the piece stands out from the backing, it 
will be prone to extra wear and tear, perhaps needing to 
be needled and coaxed back into place occasionally.  Do 
so with caution so as not to break the felting needle on 
the beads or pin backs or to cut the threads securing the 
beads.  This bit of maintenance is a small sacrifice to pay 
for such beauty!


