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Here’s how: 

This tea cozy is made in three stages. 

Wet felting the base:

1. Start by carding the wool into batts; otherwise pull   
wisps from the roving.

2. Inflate 1 balloon. 

3. In a spray bottle combine 45ml (16ozs) of hot 
water with a squirt of dish liquid.

4. Lightly spray the balloon with the liquid.

5. Position the balloon so that the knot is facing up. 
Apply pieces of the carded yellow batt or the hand-pulled 
sliver wisps to the balloon. The first layer of fibres should 
be placed vertically -from knot to bottom. Spray the fibres 
as you place and smooth them down, ensuring that there 
are no air bubbles. Leave a 5 centimetre (2ins) diameter 
free of wool around the knot. This will become the 
bottom opening to the cozy. Once the balloon has been 
completely covered, repeat with the fibres positioned 
horizontally. 

6. Repeat the above step using the white Merino.

7. Agitate, bounce and play with the balloon, using 
the felting board/ washboard for friction. Start gently and 
increase the intensity as the fibres begin to felt. Continue 
this until you cannot pinch any fibres away from the felted 
fabric. This will take approximately 35 minutes. 

8. Pop balloon.

9. Continue felting with your hand in the cozy and 
rubbing it across the ridged board.

10. Turn the cozy inside out. 

11. Continue to felt as in step 9.

12. Once the cozy has completely felted, rinse 
thoroughly, first with very hot water then with cold. Repeat 
this until the soap is completely gone.

13. Gently squeeze out the water.

14. Inflate the second balloon inside the cosy. Mould 
it into the desired shape. Deflate the balloon and remove.

15. Dry completely.

Fried Egg Tea Cozy
By Jennifer Stevenson, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

You will need:  
2 x 23cm (9ins) balloons
55 gm (2 ozs) Yellow Corriedale sliver
3.5gm (1/8oz) Orange Corriedale sliver
55gm (2ozs) White Merino or Polwarth
Spray bottle
Dish soap
Felting Board/ wash board - something with ridges 
38-gauge felting needle
Needle felting foam or kitchen sponge
Scissors
1 skein of white embroidery floss
Embroidery needle



Needle felting the fried egg:

1. Place 3 layers of the wisps of white Merino in 
alternating directions onto the foam. With the felting 
needle, poke at these layers until they become a firm 
piece of fabric. Shape into the amorphous shape of a 
runny egg white as you proceed.

2. To create the egg yolk, form a ball with the yellow 
Corriedale and needle felt it until it holds its shape. Add 
a thin layer of orange and another thin layer of yellow. 
Continue to needle felt until it is firm and has the muddled 
appearance of an egg yolk.

3. Place the yolk onto the egg white, turn both pieces 
over and fasten the two together by gently needle felting 
into the yolk.

Preparing the cozy:

1. Once the cozy is dry, close the opening flat and 
mark the folds with 2 cuts. Use these as guides when 
cutting out the places for the spout and handle. 

2. Extend one cut up 12.5cm (5ins). Cut a keyhole 
shape using this cut as the centre point. This opening is 
for the handle.

3. Extend the second cut 10cm (4ins) and use it as 
the centre guide for an inverted teardrop. This will be for 
the spout. 

4. Using the embroidery floss, blanket stitch around 
the edges of the cozy.

5. Place the cozy on your teapot. Position the fried 
egg and affix by needle felting it into place. Reinforce the 
egg by sewing the yolk onto the base from the underside 
of the cozy.

Enjoy your tea.


