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Making the rug was simple and fun. The Rigid Heddle 
Loom was warped in hemp coloured craft yarn. We used 
a 5dpi reed with a 160cm long warp and a 60cm weaving 
width, with 116 ends. The finished rug length is 80cm.
Once the fleece is washed, divide it into individual staples 
and keep them together, separate from the other fleeces. 
Begin by firmly weaving 8 rows with the craft yarn. After 
every second row, you will find it necessary to beat down 
the rows with a fork. It is important that the weaving is firm 
and tight.

Now for the fun part! Choose a light colour and place 
a staple of it over the top of four warp threads, warp it 
around underneath and pull the ends up through the 
middle, with two warp threads on each side (see picture). 
Repeat 5 times using the same colour.

For the border, choose the darkest fleece you have and 
make one knot. You may find it easier to knot the dark 
border first, and then knot each of the colours within. We 
chose our colours randomly, but you could make patterns 
within the pattern if you wish. Continue the pattern of 5 
colour knots , then 1 border knot to the end. If the fleece 

you are using is relatively short, you can try knotting only 
two or three warp threads for extra length. 
Once at the end of the first knot row, its time to weave 
another 8 rows with the yarn. Remember to beat down 
very firmly. 
The next four fleece rows will be the same as the first. The 
fifth fleece row should be all dark to form the border.
Fleece rows 6-9 will be the same as the first row, except 
you can choose different colours for each square. 
Choosing the colours and knotting the fleece is so much 
fun and its addictive. You’ll find yourself rushing through 
the weaving to get to the next fleece row!

Tips:
Remember to wind the weaving on, so you dont find 
yourself weaving to close to the heddle.
Tighten the warp using the rear roller, whenever winding 
on the warp.
If you find your weaving is becoming crooked, you can 
straighten it out by weaving to the middle only, and back, 
for a row. Ensure that the warp is the same tension all the 
way across.

Fleece Rug a Show-case of 
New Zealand Fleece
This rug, intended for a Japanese Fleece Festival, shows 
in one woven rug the beauty and texture of many fleeces. 
Each square consists of one type of fleece - Borderdale, 
Corriedale, Perendale and Romney. There is gorgeous, soft, 
honey coloured and caramel Moorit, soft greys and creams. 
We used a black border to frame the colours.

Pattern from The Wheel Magazine Issue No.13. 2000
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