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Here’s how

Warp ends: 104 
Warp length: 115 cm (45 ins) includes waste, take up and 
fulling of finished fabric. Finished fabric length needs to 
be 60 cm (24 ins)
Sett 1 end per slot and hole across

(Please aim for a nice balanced weave so that there is 
room for proper fulling of the fabric. Please also note that 
the fabric is generously sized to allow for some fibres that 
may full more than others.)

For the hand woven case I chose to use up some odd 
skeins I had left over from spinning a Jacob fleece for both 
warp and weft. I had separated some of the colours and 
then spun them up into a 2-ply worsted weight yarn. I 
wove the fabric much wider and longer than the finished 
dimensions, keeping in mind that I wanted the finished 
fabric to shrink up in the fulling process.  Using the 
Ashford rigid heddle loom, I arranged the colours to make 
a rather freeform plaid in the warp, and then wove stripes 
with the remaining yarn. I fulled the fabric in the washing 
machine, under constant supervision, checking every few 
minutes. Within about 5-6 minutes the fabric was done. I 

spun out the extra water, and laid it out to finish drying. I 
then cut out the pattern, and sewed the pieces together. 
I found that it was easiest if you basted the case together 
before actually sewing it.

Once fabric is cut, refer to diagram for folding, and then 
pin side gussets in place. Place carders inside for sizing. 
You may need to adjust size by trimming the edge of 
seams. You want the carders to fit nice and snug, since 
they may stretch a bit with use. Baste. Sew with yarn. 
You may use an overhand stitch although I like to use 
the buttonhole stitch all around the case, including the 
seams. Sew Velcro in place.

 *Note: This size case was designed for the Ashford wool 
carders. You can customize your case as needed for any 
type of hand carders by making your paper pattern based 
on the measurements of your carders. It’s better to add a 
little extra in length and width; you can always trim any 
extra off as you sew the case together.
You may also want to try a simple weave structure, such as 
twill on the harness loom. Smaller cases can also be done 
on the Knitters Loom.

Carder Covers
By Virginia “Ginger” Balch, Torrington, Connecticut, USA

You will need:  
Loom: Rigid Heddle 40 cm (16 ins)
Reed: 7.5 dpi (30/10 cm)
Warp and weft: approximately 275–365 m (300-400 yd) of worsted 
weight handspun for the weaving. Make sure that the fibre is similar 
for equal fulling
Two 7 cm (2 ¾ ins) strips of Velcro
Matching thread
A few metres (yards) of matching, or contrasting yarn
Fibre for needle felted design
Needle felting needles
Nylon sponge 
Tapestry needle with a sharp point 
Pins



Felt carder case: 

Make the same as the woven case. You may wish to 
embellish your case with needle felting (or any other type 
of needlework). Place the sponge inside of the case and 
arrange fibres onto design surface. Needle felt your design 
in place.
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