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INTRODUCTION

Figure I-1. Dr. Max Kurtze in
1978.

INTRODUCTION

Anchor Stone Puzzles have been admired ever since Friedrich Adolf Richter pro-
duced the first one in his state-of-the-art facilities in Rudolstadt, Germany in 1890.
Richter built this extraordinary chemical-pharmaceutical factory in 1878, when he was
32 years old, after he used his training in a drug store and skills in business and adver-
tising to establish the premier patent medicine business in Germany. His publication of
educational books led him to begin manufacturing stone block sets for children in this
facility in 1880. By 1890, his Anchor Stone building set business was very successful
and he decided to add a line of puzzles, also made of stones. As with his other products
he emphasized top quality, artistic packages, and extensive advertising.

The beautiful paintings reproduced on the covers of the puzzle boxes and problem
books, the challenging problems, and the look and feel of the stone pieces have made
them a sought-after puzzle and a favorite collectors’ item for more than one hundred
and twenty years. Anchor Puzzles were one of the first types of puzzles eagerly sought
after by Jerry Slocum for his puzzle collection in the 1970s. He found that it was very
difficult to find the Anchor puzzles in antique markets and shops and his collection of
Anchor Puzzles was growing very slowly. It was even more difficult to determine how
many different puzzles and versions of puzzles had been produced by Richter. Almost
no information was available in the game and puzzle literature about the origin and
history of these puzzles. Some of the reasons that so little was known was that begin-
ning in 1914 there were two world wars that resulted in a lot of information being
destroyed, including Richter’s puzzles and documentation of the design and develop-
ment process as well as production quantities of the puzzles. In addition, the puzzles
were designed and made in Rudolstadt, East Germany, a part of Germany controlled
by the Soviet Union after 1945 and later behind the Iron Curtain and the Berlin Wall.

In 1976, Jerry Slocum decided that the Nuremberg Toy Museum (Spielzeugmuseum
Niirnberg) would be the most likely place to find out more about the history of the
Anchor Puzzles, and he traveled to Nuremberg and met with the Founder and Direc-
tor of the Museum, Dr. Lydia Bayer. When Jerry visited her she told him about other
collectors of Anchor Puzzles as well as experts on the history of the Richter factory who
lived in Rudolstadt. She also provided the names of Anchor collectors and experts in
other parts of Germany and The Netherlands.

One of these experts was Erich Schneider, Head Archivist of Rudolstadt from 1954
to 1972. He was the founder of the periodical “Rudolstddter Heimathefte” and had
published numerous articles on regional historical topics, including the history of
Richter’s factory and products. He provided special information on Richter puzzles to
Jerry. After Erich Schneider’s death in 1979, his wife Helene Schneider continued the
correspondence with Jerry for another 17 years. She placed ads in Rudolstadt news-

8



INTRODUCTION

papers ko acquine puszles for the Slocum Collection. She
even traveled to Berlin in 1980 a0 she could send the An-
chor Puzzles to Jerry, because she lived in East Csermnany;
under the Soviet restrictions, and it was very difficult foe
her to mail anything to the USA.

Lydia Bayer also told Jerry about Dr. Max Kurtze of
Hamburg (Figure I-1), another Anchor stone and puzzle
expert that had corresponded with her about Anchor
Puxzles in 1967 and 1968, Jerry exchanged letters with
hax Kurtze for 13 vears and wisited him at his home in
Hamburg several times before Max died in 15990, In 193,
Max had been invited to the Richter factory in Rudolstadt as the guest of his friend  Figure 1.2 I Ad. Richiter s
Richard Moller, Grandmaster, and Master Designer of the Richter puzzles. Max was prancchildren, Grall Scbler

! Riciefer aral Dr. Clskier Ricfter,
a serious solver of those puzzles and had even designed numerous new problems for g-5

Richter's Cross Puzzle. His first-hand information was very valuable for this book

and his stories about the history of Richter's Anchor stone puzzles have been very
helptul. Max also donated all his puzzles to the Slocum Collection.

Dr. Oskcar Richter and his sister Gristl Schitter-Richter (Figure 1-2), grandchildren
of Friedrich Adolf Richter, were very helpful when Jerry Slocum met them in Swit-
#erland in 1978, Soon atter this meeting, Oskar Richter made inquiries with other
members of the Richter family about the Anchor Puzzles. He also provided several
photographs of the Richter family,

Max Kurtze had told Jerry about Richter collector and expert Peter A. Zwij-
nenberg of The MNetherlands. Peter published two books about the history of
Richter's Anchor Stone Building Block sets and puzeles in 1952 and 2007 (See
References). Peter also supplied a large number of Anchor Stone puzeles, cata-
logs, Hiers, price lists, and ephemera to the Slocum Collection.

Ur. Eduard Bakalar, of Prague, Crechoslovakia, responded to one of Jerry’s
ads in Games and Puzees Magazine in 1977, He provided Jerry with many
Anchor Muzzles trom his own collection and in addition, he purchased nu-
merous additional Anchor puzzles tor Jerry by placng ads in the Prague
NEWEPRPETs,

Jerry Slocum and Dieter Cebhardt ane sincerely grateful to the aforementioned peo-
ple. Without their support, it would not have been possible to assemble the Slocum
Anchor Puzede Collection and the basic facts to start the second step of the Anchor
Puzzle research. This consisted not only of searching tor further information but also
of analyring, evaluating and organizing the data.
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Figure 1-1. Friedrich Adolf
Richter

RicHTER CREATES BUSINESSES AND WEALTH,
1846 — 1889

Friedrich Adolf Richter, the son of a master baker, was born in Herford (North
Rhine-Westphalia), Germany on May 12, 1846 (Figure 1-1). From these modest begin-
nings, he built a very successful multi-product, multi-national corporation and when
he died at age 64 on December 25, 1910, he was one of the ten wealthiest men in Ger-

many.

A short summary of Richter’s success in building successful interrelated businesses,
before he began making and selling Anchor Stone Puzzles in 1890, follows. A more
comprehensive article about how he created numerous profitable businesses and be-
came wealthy, is available in the optional Anchor Puzzle DVD.

Richter Begins his Patent Medicine Business in 1869

After a short time in high school, Richter served as an apprentice druggist to learn
the trade. In 1868, at age 22, he moved to Duisburg to become a merchant and by
March 20, 1869, an advertisement in a Duisburg newspaper announced the opening
of Richter’s retail store. The store offered food, cigars, yarn, and household items, but
on June 10, using his expertise from his former work in the drugstore, Richter began to
advertise medicines from England and America. He became the general distributor in
Germany for those medical products and his ads appeared regularly, especially during
weekends, in the local newspaper. The Patent Medicine business was extremely profit-
able and his various medical products claimed to prevent and cure gout, rheumatism,

cholera, dysentery, diarrhea, exhaustion, and many other ailments.

Richter Enters the Printing and Publishing Business in 1869

In June of 1869 Richter applied for the right to sell schoolbooks in his store and by
the end of the month he had obtained the entire non-exclusive schoolbook marketing
concession. Before the end of September, he opened a new business; “The Rheinish
Publishing Establishment of Duisburg” with printing press, retail shops, and he even
hired street vendors to sell the books.

Richter had in mind, however, other important uses for his publishing business. He
printed advertising brochures, booklets, and books for his patent medicine business, as
well as supplements inserted into newspapers throughout Germany. Then in 1870 he
began publishing The World of Change, an 8-page newspaper that advised the reported
500,000 subscribers about medical diseases, illnesses, and the cures for them. In 1873,
he published a 160-page book titled, Dr. Airy’s Natural Healing Method. The book pro-
moted four patent medicines, which claimed to cure 166 illnesses. By 1875 Richter’s

10



RicHTER CreaTEs BusiMESSES AND WEALTH

boolk, which advertised his complete line of medications, was in its 32nd Edition and
consisted of 440 pages. [t was translated into many European languages and hundreds
ol thousands of copies were sold.

Richter Becomes a Patent Medicine Manufacturer in 1871

Patent medicines were drugs whnsi ingredients and pro-
duction methods were secret. Usoally they daimed to be a
universal cure for almost all incurable diseases. OF course,
there was no proof of any of the claims, and the patent medi-
cines relied on master salespersons and Fh.'l-'l.tll-.".r'fLﬂ adwertis-
ing to convince customers that they would work for them.
Richter was a master salesman and publicity expert, and his
advertising and promotional publications contained many
claims and testimonials of the effectiveness of his products to
convinee customers to buy them (Figure 1-2)

By 1871, nearly 1,000 different proprietary medicines were
being sold in Germany, but only a dozen were consistently in high demand. Richter,  #igure 1-2. Richter drade cants
wha was already making his own patent medicines, took another big step that year by "";"":}:‘3"'.”-"3‘ r"-'*f "-"'r"'j"‘_"' Pietna
adding to his facilities a chemical and pharmaceutical factory, whene he produced his S i
patent medicines.

As the result of the massive advertising, Richter became the premier patent medi-
cine maker in Germany. For customers it was very convenient to buy from Richter by
mail order. They were enticed by the promise that his medications would cure serious
diseases that the doctors said they could not cure. Buying medications from him by-
passed the doctor and pharmacy and that saved time and money.

Richter was proud to use only natural ingredients in his medications and one of the
attractive features of a later product, the Anchor blocks, is that they are made of natural
ingredients and they include no paint, which could be harmiul to children.

The reason that Pain Expeller was such a successtul product is that it really had a
certain helphul medical result. Its main component was an extract from Spanish pep-
per. The medical working substance in it is known as Capsicum and a recent scientific
report states that indeed capsioum has a positive medical effect. Even today, you can
still buy a product in a pharmacy that is the same mixture as Richter's Anchor Pain
Expeller.

The cornerstone of his whisle operation was a consistent and generous advertising
program. However, he chose to advertise only his products that were already success-
ful. The Anchor Pain Expeller did not become popular becawse of his advertising; he
advertised it because it had already shown that it was a successtul product.
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Publishing Establishment in Leipzig, 1874
Richter sold his Duisburg publishing establishment when he had left the cty in
[873, In place of that, in 1874 he founded the "Central Publishing House of Educational
and Occupational Material, Dr. Richter” in Leiprig. Leipzig was at that ime the center
of the German publishing trade. Richter primarily published schoolbooks and educa-
tivmal publications.
In 1877, Richter bought Dr. Oskar Schneider’s “Leipzig Educational Materials Es-
tablishment”. A mosaic design game for girls, with cod-
ored ceramic tiles and a booklet of attractive pat-

| terns, was one of the first educational products of
the company (Figure 1-3). Richter quickly refined
and improved the manufacturing methods and
processes and started production of his Anchor

stomes in his now factory in Budolstadt in 1580,

Richter Builds hiz Chemical - Pharmaceutical
Factory in Rudolstadt, 1877-78

Starting in 1877, a huge complex was built
i on the outskirts of Rudolstadt that would house
Richters family, administrative and design staff,
chemical, and pharmaceutical manufacturing,
and shipping activities (Figure 1-4). The faclity had
its own railroad stabion with a railroad siding into the
plant, electnical generating station, water and sewer
systemn, telegraph station, central heating and its
AT h:lu.*p'hum: systemi. In addition, a prominent
part of the complex easily identified in the fore-
ground in Figure 1-4, was Richter's Villa, finished
in 1885,
An 1888 English-language brochure tithed A Walk
Herowegl the Factories of F. Ad. Richter & Co., presents a comprehensive
report about the facilities. It provides an impressive picture of the variety

Figure 1-3. Anchor Tiblet Lay-  of technical and commercial activibies taking place in several different buildings. The
fig divsie desigir ol s fow,

e tle @ 102 prolrfesi fook. The ] ] o
b s dated 1919 storage rooms for ingredients and finished products. A laboratory managed the qual-

production of patent medicines was now large-scale, with appropriate distillery and

ity control, while joiners made suitable packing boxes and chests, Richter, who was

Eicleler also fnvel prénting already renown for producing several types of candy expanded his business on a much
eafaliishirieints m Wes fioes in
Ratterdmu, Lordin, and New ; _
York, They wll prabiished ivds mmd list of products {Figures 1-5).

citkilngs int theetr bl lengrage. The printing hall was busy making German and international books, brochures,

larger scale and greater variety, with related articles like cocoa and liqueur added to his

s
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Figure 1-4. Rich-
fer s Bl adimd
et i, o 18]

ESTARLS=MENT OF F A2 Aismen & S0, RUooLaTaoT, THommgA

varied advertising material, labels and instructions for the products. A copper and an
iron smithy manufactured acoessories and spare parts for the machines and engines,
tar the transmissions, boilers, and pumps.
The bookdet describes the following sections of Richter's Building Stone factory in 1888:  Figire 1-3. Récleter trade cond d
- Art Deparbment; A large room with 8 or Y architects, far Anchie checolme carndy
- Stone Proviuction: A very large room where numenous girls and workmen are shaping
and casting stones from colored materials,
- Quirfity Confrol and Interim Storage: Long rows of boxes with pretty building stones
aalore, plain stones, gothic arches, elegant columns, tower stones and a host of others,
not in thousands, but in millions,
- Putting e Sebs Tagether: A number of female workers pack the stones atter certain
patterns and include instructions; others paste on the boxes handsome labels in nearly
all languages in the civilized world.
The brochure also mentions affiliates in Muremberg, at that time primarily a ginger-
bread factory, and in Konstein, whene bottles and other glassware came from., A listing
of Richter's national and international affiliates is presented in Chapter 9.
In 1880, Richter employed 2 people at the new facility tor all his design and man-
ufacturing activities. By 1898, Richter had 450 employees and his businesses were one
of the six largest companies in the German chemical industry

3
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Figrire 1-6, Geargens” stmie
[k deatgns from iz Mother
amd Kindergarten Book,
P 5&G

whils yotl imuss &g
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Figuare -8, Richier's 1885 Lon-
alieit Grepleie o desdgaed fo gef
i e i binen of paicinls

Richter’s Stone Building Sets introduced in 1880

Une of the artists and designers working for Jan Georgens, the well-known social
soentist, educator, and author of books on educating children, was Gustav Lilienthal,
brother of the famous aviator (tto Lilienthal. Among Georgens’ edocational material
were also building sets made of wood. Around 1878, the Lilienthal Brothers had the
idea of manufacturing building sets using blocks made of stone. After many experi-
ments, they succeeded in producing blocks of the required quality. Because of their
heavy weight and rougher surfaces, the blocks of stone were better suited for erecting
large tall buildings than those of wood. However, the Lilienthals, with no business
experience, failed in marketing their new product. To pay off the debts from their stone
project they sold their invention in 1880 to Richter and assigned their patent to him.
In December 1880, Richter started selling stone building sets “designed by the famous
educator Jan Daniel Georgens” (Figure 1-6)
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Richter quickly applied all the lessoms he had perfected in the Patent Medicine busi-
ness and began an intensive advertising campaign to publicize and sell his new toys
(Figures 1-7 to 1-9). By 1884, Richter had his own staff of designers, including archi-
tects. and began manufacturing his own new line of modular stone building sets,

Within a few vears, Richter's stone building sets became one of the most popular
tows of its ime and one of Germany’s largest export products. By the tum of the cen-
tury, his Anchor Stone Building Sets were the best-known toy and wene exported all
ower the world.
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From FroeseL's GiFrs To RicHTER's TANGRAM

The Froebel Gifls

Frizatrich Fribel was born in 1782 at Oberweilibach, in the district of Saalfeld-Rudol-
stadt, Germany. He achieved a worldwide réputation for his fundamental contributi-
ons to pre-school education, in particular for the foundation of the kindergarten. Froe-
bel's concept and program (and the German word “Kindergarten” } have been adopted
by many other countries.

Froebel established the first kindergarten in 1840, [t fundamentals were not only
based on Froebel's educational and practical experiences bul also influenced by his
mathematical background that he had acquired as a student of natural sciences. Accor-
dingly, Froebel's educational program made the children not only familiar with practi-
cal activities but also, by means of their play, taught them about geometric shapes, art,
and nafure,

In his educational program, Froebel classified the important activities for learning
and provided carefully selected physical objects, called *Froebel Gifts' that would en-
courage these activities. The “first gift” was a colored ball on a string intended for
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FrRoM FrROEBEL’S GIFTS To RICHTER’S TANGRAM

infants and mothers. The more advanced “second gift” was a trilogy of objects, consis-
ting of basic geometric solids: the cube, the cylinder, and the sphere (Figure 2-1).

They were made from wood; rolling and / or tilting them provided different sound and
movement experiences. They also had holes for strings or rods so they could be rota-
ted. By playing with the objects, the children could discover the various appearances
and changing shapes of rotating objects. A large stone monument honoring Froebel,
near Bad Blankenburg, is composed of these three objects.

Gifts #3 to #6 may be characterized as “’kindergarten puzzles”. They consisted of
simple dissections of the cube into smaller cubes or prisms with a square, rectangular
or triangular base. Putting the objects away in their box at the end of the play period
provided the children a simple packing problem. The dissected parts of Froebel’s third
gift were to be used as pieces for three-dimensional building and two-dimensional

mosaic patterns. Froebel provided simple problem figures as shown in Figure 2-1. He

wanted the children to acquire an intuitive understanding of geometric and mathema-  Figure 2-2. Georgens and Rich-
ter Illustration of mosaic design
patterns (Tafelchenlegen) from
Mutter und Kindergarten
terns (Figure 2-2). Other activities with Froebel’s Gifts were matchstick puzzles, paper  Buch, 1880.

tical relationships.
The two-dimensional patterns shown in Figure 2-1 led later to beautiful mosaic pat-

cutting and folding exercises, and piercing and sewing cardboard.

Kunze’s Tangram

Bad Blankenburg, where Froebel’s kindergarten was established, lies about 20 miles
south of the city of Weimar. It just so happens that Weimar is where the first edition of
a remarkable Tangram book, The Geometrical Figure Game (Das geometrische Figuren-
spiel) by C. L. A. Kunze was published in 1842; two years after Froebel’s kindergarten
had started. It seems likely that the news about Froebel’s new educational institution
had rapidly spread and inspired Kunze to write his Tangram book. The Tangram is a
put-together puzzle that originated in China about 1800 and has been popular ever
since.

The earliest German Tangram books were published during the European Tangram
“craze” of 1818. In contrast with other European countries, many different Tangram
books came out in Germany throughout the nineteenth century. Kunze’s Tangram
stood out because he visibly incorporated Froebel’s basic ideas. It presented many geo-
metrical problems that emphasized the educational aspects, with fewer entertaining
problems such as running men or dancing women. Kunze’s book appealed not only to
children but also to adolescents and adults. It continued to be published for more than
fifty years in ten successive editions. For more information about the history of the

puzzle, see The Tangram Book, by Jerry Slocum, et. al.

The Marketing of Froebel’s Approach by Seidel and Schmidt
In 1859 at Weimar, Friedrich Seidel, and Friedrich Schmidt published the first edi-
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Figure 2-3. Georgens Tingrmm
prrobien cards bele puldshed
1878 by Karnifer, Levp2eg, 5o dlsn
MEXT fuld priged

tion of their Working Scheol {Arbeitsschulel, which was based on Froebel’s program
and kindergarten activities. Further editions followed showing that Froebel's concept
was not only widely accepted but also was commercially successiul, though he did not
profit from it himsell.

The book includeés an ad not only for Seidel & Schmidt's Working Scliool but also
tor materials provided by the publisher for the various activities. In addition, related
publications wero advertised, among them Kunze's Tangram book! The accompanying
text reads as follows: “this useful game not only grants continuous and instructive
amusement but also challenges the creative activity of children. Besides it rouses and
exercises the pure and applied intuition in a way which appears to be an outstanding
preparatory school of geometry.”

The Marketing of Froebel’s Approach by Georgens and Richter
Jan Danied Georgens was among those who had acquired a reputation as a pupil
of Froebel. For several years, be headed an institution for children with restricted lear-
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FroM FroeeeL's GiFTs To RicHTER's TANGRAM

ning abilities near Vienna, Austria.

Geongens recognized the marketing potential for educational publications and he
published a number of books of this type. One of the first was the Eduortiomal Worksfop
(Bildewerkstatt) that began in 1857, Many refated books followed, most of which, like
Seidel and Schmidt’s “Working School®, were strongly linked to Froebel’s program. In
1868, Ceorgens moved to Berlin and with his wite became involved in educational
business activities, products, and publications. Georgens made the acquaintance of
Richter during the publication of his books because he wsed Richter's Leiprig pubfi-
shing house. In 1878, Georgens and Richter formed a joint venture” and published a
series of pamphlets and educational material called New' Kindergarten {Neuer Kinder-
garten ). Most of the topics were adopted from Froebel's program. One of the first items
was called “The Activity of Building” and consisted of a box with 80 manulactured stone
blocks and a number of building plans. [t was based on Froebel's gifts 83 to#6, supple-
mented by cylinders and arches (Figure 1-6). This building set was the starting -point for
Richter's amaxing success in producng and selling his famous Stone Block Sets all over
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Frgnre 2-3:

the world tor many years. Another item from the New Kindergarten were mosaic design

patterns for colored stomes, which were successors of Froebel's patterns (Figure 2-2),

The Tangram of Georgens and Richter, 1878

[ 18901, Richter produced his lirst puzele using manufactured skones. It was a re-
production of the Chinese Tangram, which he named, the Anchor Pusrde for the En-
glish speaking market (Kopfzerbrecher in German. During our research, we found an
article in the Dewtsclie Sprelusren-Zeitung of June 1932, which reports on an exhibition
on the anniversary of Froebel's 150th birthday at the Bad Blankenburg town hall. The
article describes Froebel's program and materials presented at the exhibition. Richter's

merits in extending parts of Froebel’s program are praised and the importance of the
s of blocks of stone instead of wood for building activities is emphasized. Richter’s
mosaic games and puzeles, and their origin in Frocbel's mosaics are also mentioned.
Then there it was as partof the New Kimdergarten with the date 1878: the Tangram. It is
described as follows; “Richter’s ofdest puzrle “The Anchor Puzele’ (Der Koptzerbre-
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cher) was called at that time, 1878, ‘Mew Figure. Conversion Game' [Meues
Figuren-Verwandlungsspiel ). If consisted of six lange problem cards, solution
cards, and seven wooden pieces,”

One can be sure that Georgens and Richter knew the ‘Working Schoal’
by Seidel and Schmidt, since it had used the same approach as their "Mew
Kindergarten®. It seems obvious that Kuneze's Tangram had turned out to
be a successful component of Seidel and Schmidt's project. That may have
inspired Georgens and Richter to integrate the Tangram into their New K-
idergarien as well.

The Tangram problem figures of the “New Figure Conversion Game'
are in the Friedrich-Fribel-Musenom, in Bad Blankenburyg,. 5ix of the problem
cards show colorful artistic Tangram problems (Figure 2-3) and six matching ones pro-
vide the solutions. They were published by Richter at his Central Publishing House of
Educational and Occupational Materials (Central-Verlag von Unterrichts- & Beschitti-
gungsmaterial) in Leipzig in 1878

Twi vears later Richter began to manufacture sets of building blocks made of stone
that were designed by Georgens. They were so successful that in 1890 Richter began pro-
during Tangram puzzles made from stone, primanly using Georgens problems shown  Richiber s Gicilithes ¢ 1883,

in Figure 2-3,
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The Anchor Puzzle (Kopfzerbrecher), #8°, 1590

Richter decided to add a famous put-together puzzle, the Tangram, to his already
well-estallished and quite popular product line of stone building sets in 189, By this
time, Richter had implemented and improved the Lilienthal Brothers patented process

of making stones and had redesigned the original Georgens building set designs. He
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THe AncHoOR Puzzie (KOPFZERBRECHER)

had also created an At Department of at least B artists, designers and architects. The
new puzzle was first announced in his August 1890 German catalog of building block
sebs bitled, The Toy the Clild Likes Best (Des Kindes liebstes Spiel } {Figure 3-1), and in his
Crerman price list issued at the same ime. Richter printed and distributed 80,000 copies
ol this catalog and 100,000 copies of the price list.
Thie seven pieces of The Anchor Puezie were made of manufactured stone using
the same Lilienthal Brothers” process that Richter implemented for his building block
sots. The box is distinctive with the top and bottom cardboard pieces extending 3mm
{1/8 inch) beyond the sides of the box containing the seven stones of the puzzle and  Figure 3-2 The first edition of

the problem book with from 176 to 179 problems to solve. The only problem figures Hie Asnchor Prizzle 1890, It o

- hie e in i anadidle plicde Haf
in the book with printed names are ten numbered shapes representing the numerals [, ot creer sxtends ghaid

0 through nine and fwenty-five problems representing all the letters of the alphabet 830 mch o afll sides of tie by
except e {foyr oo alioes. il =ad

The first edition of the Anchor Puzzle was in English and was registered with the
Library of Congress on October 20, 1890, In Germany the puzzle was registered as a
trademark in the Muremberg Royal Districk Court on Aprl 11, 1891, 1t is remarkable
that newhere in the German application or registration, was the German name, “Kop-
trerbrecher”, used. The puzzle was presented by its English name, “ Anchor Puzele”
and the trademark illustration was the Anchor Puezle picture with the English title as
shown in Figure 3-2

Although Richter had been in the publishing business for many years and had an
Art Department that created the building plans, catalogs, and price lists for the buil-
ding block sets; they had no experience designing puzzles or puzele problems. Howe-
ver, in selecting the Tangram as the first puzzle, he knew that the puzzle design was
already proven, since it had been popular ever since the Tangram craze of 1817-1518. In
addition, during his close working relationship with Dr. Georgens, Richter’s printing
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company in Leipeig had [:luhhﬁhtd a set ol six cards in color in 1878 as part of Geor-
gens’ “MNever Kindergarten”, with 167 beautiful pictorial Tangram problems (Figures
2-3, 3-3). Most ol the problem designs originated in Chinese books published begin-
ning in 1815,

Richter's designers initially used 160 of Georgens 167
problem figures for the Anchor Puzzle problem book.
Later they added 18 problems from other publications,
mostly Chinese and German Tangram books (Figure 3-4).

After the first edition was completed, several revisi-
ons and new editions of the problem book were published
{Figure 3-5 to 8). Although the reasons for all the changes
are not documented, it seems likely that customer com-
plaints, and the experience rapidly gained by Richter’'s
designers influenced many of the changes in the problem
fiures,

For the 1891 Anchor Puzzle problem book an additi-
onal 11 problems from Dr Georgens were replaced with
new problems. Two af the new problems, the "walking
man”, and the “double ended arrow”, are shown in Fi-
gure 3-6, In addition, in 1892, sixteen problems using the
combined stomes of two puzedes were added: tour pro-
blems each for the Anchor Puzrzle combined with the Cir-
cular Puzzle, the Tormentos, the Cross Puzzle, and Pytha-
goras. Adding these additional problems was an attempt
by Richter to sell these four new puzzles,

Richter's Art Department created another problem

book for the Anchor Puzzle in 1892, Initially various ads
were found that used Anchor Puzrle pictorial problems
with ligures of people and household items. Laber several
copies of the Anchor Puzele pictorial problem books were
found. The titte page shows it to be the fourth edition,
printed in December 1892, but the book cover on the other
side of the same page call it a third edition (Figure 3-5).
The 17% problems for the Anchor Puzele are the same as
the later 1898 edition, except the problems in the later odi-

Figure 34, Sivof tie sevent tion are solid brown, and bwo eardier errors, problems 108
probien fgienes usal fa Bie Fiesd
Editivg of The Anclor Pl
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and 112, were cornected (Figure 3-7 L
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THe AncHoOR Puzzie (KOPFZERBRECHER)

Markets and Production QJuantilies

Richter sold his products including the Anchor Puzzle, not only in
America, England, and Germany but also to many other countries in
Europe, Altogether, Richter included fourteen languages for his custo-
mers: German, English, French, Danish, Dutch, Hungaran, Croatian,
Slovenian, Romanian, Polish, Crech, Spanish, Italian, and Russian.
The title of the puzzle on the box cover and the text in the problem |
hook were written in five languages,

The Printer’s marks on the cover of the Anchor Puzzle in Figure
311 include the date of printing in the lower left comer; 998 translates
to August (Bth month) of 1899, On the lower rght corner, (E translates §
o the Austrian (Vienna) Group of five languages (German, Crech,
Hungarian, Polish, and Italian). The international group of (Rudol-
stadt) customers was identified by the abbreviation "Int.” and inco-
ded: German, English, French, Dutch, and Danish languages. To the
right, the number “127 represents the number of labels printed in thousands; 12,000 in
this print nin. More details of Richter's printing marks are provided in Chapter 9.

Mo records of the number of Anchor Puzzles produced in 1890 have been found
and we have no basis to estimate their production until mid-18%1. Beginning in May
1891, Richter began adding the printer’s marks desmbed above {lettors & numbers) to
the box cover, book cover, and book title page. These printer’s marks continued to be
added tor the first 17 Richter pusedes and the Star and Mosaic puzles until 1924, To
provide a rough estimate of the production quantities of puzdes during this period we
have recorded the Printer’s Mark from more than thirty collections of Richter purzles
and analyzed the number of printed problem books of Anchor puzzles. An analysis of
this data for the first 17 puzzles plus the Star Puzzle, is shown in Chapter 9. The compi-
lation of this data showed that Richter manufactured at least 85,000 books for Anchor
Puzzles during the last 7 months of 1891 and more than 180,000 Anchor Puezle books
in 1892, He muost have built up a large inventory since he apparently did not print any
more books for the next five years. The Anchor Puzede was by tar the most popular
Richter puzzle and we found dear evidence that at least 500,000 Anchor Puzzle pro-
blem books were printed trom 1891 through 1924,

It is obwvious that Richter’s Anchor Puzzle was a huge instant success and it quickly led
to the design and production of several more pureles,
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Publicity for The Anchor Puzzle

On March 7, 1891 Richter began a broad and deep advertising campaign to intro-
duce and sell the Anchor Puzzle in central Europe. He stated in several newspapers
that his goal was to create another puzzles craze like the one ten years earlier in Ame-
rica and Europe for the 15 Puzzle and the one in 1889 for the Pigs-in-Clover puzzle.
We found almost 600 ads for Richter’s new stone puzzles were placed during 1891 in
at least 58 selected newspapers in Austria/Hungary, Czech Republic, USA, Germany,
Switzerland, Italy, Slovenia and Poland. Eighty-eight percent of the ads were placed
during November and December, the holiday buying period. In almost all cases these
same newspapers also published ads for the Anchor Puzzles during 1892 through 1895
and 1899 through 1901.

Richter was prepared for the success of the Anchor puzzle in his August 1891 Ca-
talog, which included an illustrated ad for the Anchor puzzle (Figure 3-15), and also
announced three new stone puzzles, The Circular Puzzle, Pythagoras and The Tormen-
tor.

In 1895 the wholesale catalog of Selchow and Righter, an American game company,
featured the Anchor Puzzle in an illustrated ad (Figure 3-13). The company continued
to sell the Anchor Puzzle to retail stores in their catalog until 1924.

During World War I, due to anti-German sentiment in the US, an American version
of the Anchor Puzzle was manufactured in New York and advertised in a flyer (Figure
3-17) as well as the New York Times.
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Frgnare 315 Thie fosd illus-
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The Anchor Puzzle.

7 stones, 179 designs, including combinations with Circular, Cross,
Pythagoras and Trouble Hiller.
Some Anchor designs are shown above

TE ANCHOR PUZZLE
F.AD RICHTER & CO.

v YT

dom fuil o sell him the puzzle.

The Anchor Puzzle

F'- f|HE opposite pleture 6 o full-sies
) reproduction of the lnbel.

Each box contains seven reddish-brovwn
flal stonss of the same composition as the
Building Siones, and a book showing 170
problems.  Each af thermn ia 1o be formed
with ths seven stoncs and all stoncs are
1o e osed in each pratlem.

l?l.ll:rl].! the scven stones on the counier
im front of the custommer and let him i1y o
put them back i the box.  You will sel-

The problems in the book include all letiers ol

the alphobet and the pememln.  The very thing lor puzzle porties, for travelens,

lor soldiers in camp, convalescents, ote.

He sure to include the Anchor Puzzle in vour arder for Anchor B el

Smones.  Packed 13 ima display box,
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THE ANCHOR PuzzLE (KOPFZERBRECHER)

For all the problems, use all of the pieces of the
puzzle to form the image shown in the problem
figure. The pieces are shown in the DVD and may
be copied, cut out and used to solve the problems.

31



CHAPTER 3

Figiere 3-18 The Clreuls
Puizzle weth sofd @md predure
prrodifem Boneds ifielerd Sepifesiber
1841, Mmbe et prolifem &2 in
fliw fiws codor fved bevie chinaged
i Hig pichiere baak,

The Circular Puzzle (Kreisritsel ) £9, 1891

While the Richter designers were working to improve the problems in the Anchor
Puzzle, thiey were also designing their first entirely new puzzle, named The Circular
Puzzle and 105 problem ligures for the ten stone pieces of the dissectisd circle. It was
put on sale and advertized in the fall of 1591, (Figure 3-18.)

Two problem books were published when the puede was introduced, one with the
standard block problems with a solid tan color and another book with small pictures
showing the shape of each problem as shown in Figure 3-18. These problem figunes,
where the entire problem is a picture, are much more difficult to create than the white
pictures in a black silhouette used for the pictorial problems for The Anchor Puzzle. As
you can see, ong of the problem figures on the first page is different in the bwo books.
Altogether, 21 out of 105 problems in the picture book were changed in the tan book in-
dicating that different designers probably designed the books, The first printing of the
solid tan problems was 25,000 and the same month 5000 copies of the picture puzele
book were published, It appears that the puzeles that indluded the picture problem
book must have sold better since all 43,000 problem books printed within the following
six months used the picture problems. In tact, the original solid tan problem book was
dropped and never reprinted.

Gratis (free) Books

During the last three months of 1891, when the puezle was introduced, more than
100,000 copies of the problem books were printed and in 1892, more than 66,000 additi-
onal copies were produced. The Circular Puzele was off to a great start, However, Rich-
ter put most of these books in storage tor a long time sineo only 2000 more prodlem
books were printed during the next 13 years, It was the second most popular Richter

1



THe Circucas Puzzie (KReiSRATSEL)

puzzle from 1891 through 1924 with more than a quarter of a million

problem books printed.

Late in 1891 and early in 1893 Richter included free “Cratis” books in
the boxes for the Circular, Anchor, Tormentor, and Pythagoras Puzzes
that provided 16 additional problems that used the pieces from bwvo dif- [
lerent puzeles (Figure 3-19), Instructions in seven languages (German,
French, English, Crech, Polish, Italian and Hungarian) were provided.

Beginning in 1892, the 16 problems that had been temporanly in the
separate "Gratis Books™ were added to the problem book. Of course, this

feature requiring two puzzles was Richter's attempt to sell the puzzles -'--'-'_“" PPt e i Y v L o *-"_fJ
that were needed for these new problems j Lt l:ll'-rl:lh 'flf-'l'_r:_ll_ Bk A e

The problem booklet was also used to advertise the three other
puzzles that were available at that time. The quality of the problems in the pictorial  Figure 3-19, Gratis luois pr-
probiem book must have been quite high since only one problem was changed (#66) ::;;Irr: :::::Tr:? :::::E::.
by 1908, and no further changes in the problems were made after that.

It was not until 1912, that a new solid tan problem book was distributed and it
included all the same problems as the picture book. In 1908 the problem
pictures were redrawn with a much higher image quality.

Second Books
The “Second Book™ was Richter's attempt to respond to the custo-
mier’s complaints about spodling their problem books when they marked

the solutions in them (Figune 3-20). Beginning in late 1591 and continuing | % Probléme du Cercle
until Richter began selling Solution Books in 1898, Richter offered Second . SN T —
Books for each puzzle that weme duplicates of the problem books and A WA

were used “for drawing in the lines of solved problems”, Each puizle, The Circular m

except the Circular Porzle, contained instructions in twelve languages PR A e
{German, Fronch, English, Dubch, Danish, Crech, Polish, [talian, Spanish,
Portuguese, Russian and Hungarian). The Circular Muzele only included

[F e T = =) e — T

six lamguages. Frgitre 3-200 The Sevord book

allmred e ciistomer b d e
it sodutfens sl rmorking

New cover design for the Circular Puzzle igr Hae prrodilemm Bouk.

in 19401

The cover for the problem booklet as well
as the box weme redesigned using the
same new picture and distributed in 1401
(Figure 3-21).

Figure 3-21, A e cover for
The Cirvudar Puzzle bex aud
Frosadted moans sandrodmced for T4




CHAPTER 3

Advertising the Circular Puzzle Puzzle
During November 1891 at least 36 newspapers in Austria/Hungary, Czech Repu-
blic, Germany, USA, Switzerland, Poland, and Slovakia published at least 231 ads for
Figure 3-22. This ad, and the Circular Puzzle (Figure 3-22). The ad reads, “An interesting game, indispensible
other similar ones featuring The g4 the Jong winter evenings. The Circular Puzzle is authentic only with the ‘Anchor’.
Circular Puzzle appeared about .
Price 50 Pfg (about 40 cents).”

a month before Christmas in 36
European newspapers in 1891.
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Above to the right: Figure 3-23. Fesselnde Legeaufgnben fiir jung und alt bleeen dio bortlomten

cmameemorone  Richterschen Stein-Geduldspiele.

Schneider’s 1893 Catalog i
featured illustrations of Circular -4 - ik
Puzzle problems. & & 4 &
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Suhualbi: } Sicins, | ¥ orlageniedi mii
1 cimchern wal I sdoppcben And:

gibemm

Herdrd@itsel
Sphinx

. 50 PL | Kreisriitsel
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50 1L Micht zu hitzlg | 50 PL

Figure 3-24. The Circular
Puzzle was advertised as part
of a color sales flier printed by
Richter in 1912.

50 P, | Pl des Calumbus 50 PLL | Blitzablelter. .

50 B | Gl bent dter
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THE CiRcULAR PuzzLe (KREISRATSEL)
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CHAPTER 3

Pythagoras, £12, 1891

The Pythagoras Puzrle (Figure 3-25), a dissected square with seven pieces, was de-
signed at the same time that the designers werne improving the Anchor Puzzle problems
and designing two other new Richter puzeles and their problems, A sithowette problem
book was published in September 1891, and then another problem booklet with pichsre
proflems containing white pictures on the black problem silhouette was printed six
maonths later. Since the problems in the two books were identical and they did not chan-
ge later, Richtor had, by the end of 1891, established a reliable process for designing and
testing problems betore printing the problem books.

Based on printer’s marks trom problem books compiled from maore than thirty col-
lectors, 108,000 Pyvthagoras problem books were produced within the 18 months after
the release of the purzle in September 1891, Pythagoras was tied with Tormentor as
the fourth most popular Richter puzzle from 1891 through 1924, with afmost 200,000

Figrire 3-25. The Pytlurgarns problem books printed during that period.
pirzsle aied preoflons book-

fets notbh 181 prafeas were
prifsival withe silfenietie
probiews (0 1897, and pricke-
runf prodifems an 1692 Sivieen
prodilers nvere wlbo added i
tiens pruzsle Pidfiagored plas
the Archor Pruzzle, Cirosber
Pupzzle, Crss Pruzzle mnd
Jorrsirition

Publicity for the Pyvthagoras Puzzle
No special advertising just for Pythagoras was found.
However, many ads for puzrles and block sats menti-
oned Pythagoras along with other puzeles.
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Figure 3-26. The Tormeenbn
Pupzzle vl proflesn books udth
siflionietles b TEOT, avid prachorns]
probiewis (s 1892

The Tormentor (Quuilgeist), #13, 1891

The Tormentor Puzzle (Figure 3-26) was designed at the same time that three other
puzzles and their problems were being created. It is another dissection of the square,
but it contains eight pieces. A silhouette problem book was published in 1891 and a
picture probleny book in 1892, The style of the pictures is the same as for those designed
for the Pythagoras puzzle. Based on the printer s marks, Richter produced over 100,000
copies of the Tormentor Puzzle problem book within eighteen months of its release in
September 1891, It was tied with Pythagoras as the fourth most popular Richter puzzle
through 1924 with almaost 200,000 problem books printed during this period.

The 1852 problem book includes 158 problems and 16 problems were added for 2
puzzles; Tormentor plus the Anchor Puzele, Circular Puzede, Cross Purzle, and Pytha-
EOras,

In 1901, Richter began using a new design for the cover of the box and the problem
book but there were no changes to the problems (Figure 3-27),




THE TORMENTOR [LJUALGEIST)
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Frgure 3-28. Thy Cross Pzzle,
penthy gamines draeking e Crrss,
arail Dl o feliere profelear figp-
rires, s st st or liene
1892, More Hoeir T A copies
of fhe probhiess bookle) weny
privied durrng e et efphiven
finrith of i

Cross Puzzle (Krenzspiel ), #10, 1892

The Cross Puzzle, with a rec-
tangle dissected into seven pieces
and the problem book cover sho-
wing bwo gnames bmai:jng A CrosEs,
was first introduced in 1892 with the
German  name  "Krngsrerbrecher”
{Cross Breaker) (Figure 3-28)

However, according to Dr. Max
Kurtze, Richter Puzzle expert and
iriend of puzzle dthr-i]_.:nur Caramd-
master Richard Méller, the German
Church expressed their objections to the cover illustration, stating that showing the
breaking of the Cross was a sacnilege. Within four months Richter renamed the puzzle
"Kreuzspiel” in an ad for puzzles (Figure 3-29), One manth later Richter changed the
Cerman narme om the cover of the box from Cross Breaker to Cross Game and added the
word "Kreuzspiel™ to the inside cover of the problem book: He printed 4,000 of these
new problem booklets for the European market {Figure 3-30),

When the problem book was reprinted in 1898, a new picture was used that sho-
wed the gnomes putting the Cross back together, and the problems were shown in a
solid brown color. Thie problem book included 133 problem figures and 16 problems
were added for bwo puzzles; the Cross Puzede plus the Circular Puzele, Wrath-Breaker,
Lightning Conductor, and Trouble Killer (Figure 3-31),

Richter used a completely new illustration for the next printing of the box and
book covers in 1901 (Figure 3-32). His Cross Muzede was the third most popular Richter
puzele from 1892 through 1924, with over 207,000 problem books printed during that
peniod.



Cross Puzzie (KrEuzsrieL)
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CHAPTER 3

Star Puzzle (Stern-Riitsel ), 1892

The Star Puzzle was first produced in 1892 and included 48 stones of
two eolors, biack and grey (Figure 3-33). The first problem books provide
103 problem figures. Unlike thue previous puzzles, some ol the problems
required the use of only the grev or only the black stones and others omit-
ted some of the stones,

One unusual problem consists of three letters, B, K, Awhich stands for
*Richtersche Kunst-Anstalt” (Richter's Art Department), The problem is to
use all 4% grey and black stones to make all three letters, one all Black, one
all grey and one with some of each (Figure 3-341

The initial production of the Star puzele was much smaller than for
the previous puzzles and we found evidence in Printer’s Marks of only
10,000 being produced in the first five years, and just 66,000 printed from
1892 through 1924, It was much less popular than the first seventeen of
Richter's puszles and on average only 2000 problem books were printed
per year during this period. Perhaps the much higher price as well as the
large number of small stones was less appealing and less satisfying than
using just 7 to 10 stones to solve problem figures, The Star Puzzle was not
included in the newspaper advortising for Richter's other stone puzrles
and building sefs.

The Star Puzzie shown in Figure 3-35 used a new design for the box
angd problem book cover that was first introduced in Richter markets in
%M. The new Problem book includes 153 problem figures. Richter began
operations in Russia in 1900 with medicines (Pain Expeller), tin products,
and record players. A two-story Factory was built in Sabling, a summer
resort not far from St Petersburg and in 1913 it began manufacturing Rich-

ter stone butlding blocks, medicines and "eighteen types of flat puzzles”,
which would include the Star Puzzle. The production was stopped in 1914
because of the beginning of the First World War. At that time, a bwelve-bed
hospital was opened in the building with Richter equipping six of the beds.
So, the Russian Star Puszde must have been made in 1913 or 1914, since the
production of stone products and medidnes never resumed in Bussia (See the
Richter's factory in Russia section, Chapter 8, for more details), The example
shown above right is the only Richter puzele that we found that was made in
Russia,

Figure 3-33. The Star Puzzle
fents poebiishied f TR92 meul wns
Aeler nasdgid o pruzzle e
[ Ricieler.
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STan Puzzie (STermn-RATSEL)
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CHAPTER 3

Wrath Breaker (Zornbrecher), €17, 1893

Fegiare 3-36. The Wathi-Brerker The seven-piece Wrath-Breaker Puzzle included a problem bookdet with ninety-

Puzzle, an vetagon disséctal seven problems (Figure 3-36). Late in 1893 sixteen new problems for bwo puzzles wene

il Acfisn rarces, tins sl T y 4

i 1893 included in the book using the stones from the Wrath-Breaker plus the Circular Puzzle,
Tormentor, Trouble Killer and Lightning Conductor, We found that over 73,000 copies

af the probliem book were printed in 1893, the frst year of production.

A niew design was introduced in 1899 for the covers of the puzzle box and problem
hookiet. From that point forward, the covers of the box and the problem book used the
same images, but two versions were printed with the illustration rotated 90 degrees
{Figure 3-37).

]'r';qrar'ﬂ 337, A e coaer
ilesign shirlend beivig wsed foe e
Wlratli-B roaker Puzele hox wmd
rrlifena fooks de 1858,
T dersdons of

the Py corer did
P e eeie
prroluicod ity dlve
cotnr amage robated
SF degrrves, one froim
Budvlatpdt (INT,
rigelad§ el e frour
Vierma (CE)

+4



wSsdT

noeodsy
wEARweAd




CHAPTER 3

Lightning Conductor (Bl itzableiter), 2, 1893

The first edition of the Lightning Condoctor, published in Au-
gust 1893, induded a problem book with picture problems, similar

to those in Richter’s Pythagoras, Anchor and Tormentor Puzles (F-
gure 3-38). It was the last puzzle to have a pictorial problem book.
The book contained 124 problems for the Lightning Conductor stones
and 16 additional problems for two puzzles; the Lightning Conductor
= plus the Anchor Puzele, Pythagoras, Wrath-Breaker and The Trouble
i?, Killer. At least 77,000 problem bopds were printed in 15893

L A new design for the covers of the box and problem book was
introduced in 1894 {(Figure 3-4).

W aatornsrm. |

Figure 3-39, The plcticn
[qu.llr:'rr'l [ T priled aiar
sty hetwre M aoful oo
profrest book e 1893 The
pctire prodiens ey
fenifareat @ieiandy wand people

Frgtare 3-38, The Lightaing Fignre 340 The e design of
Conductor Puzzle, udil seten e Lighireng Comdiecline oy
JHSEES, TS firsl jr.lll"'.'nllf.lf it aeiid I|.l-.'-:u'l|'n'r|-.l (LT

1893,
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LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR (BLITZABLEITER)
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Columbian Puzzle (Ei des Columbus), £3, 1593

The Columbian Puzzle is in the shape of an egg, and the illustration on the cover of
the problem book shows the scene where the Italian explorer, Christopher Columbus,
challenges his critics bo stand an egg on its end (Figure 3-1). The puzzle was published
the same year, 1893, that the World's Columbian Exposition was held in Chicago, to
celebrate the 400th anniversary of Columbus’ discovery of the New World.

The problem book included 95 problems for the nine stomes plus sisteen additional
problems for two puzzles, using the combination of the stones from the Columbian
Puzzle with those from the Circular Puezle, Trouble-Killer, Wreath-Breaker, and Niot
Too-Hasty. Additional copies of the book could be purchased so solvers could make
their own solution book. A *Key™ book with the solutions was also affered for sale,

Printer’s marks indicated that at least 78,000 copies of the problem
book: were printed in 1893, In 1599 a new design of the problem book was
intresduced with solid brown problem figures (Figure 3-43),
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CHAPTER 3

Trowuble Killer (Grillentdter), 25, 15893

The Trouble Killer Puzzle, consisting of a seven pigce dissection of a rectangle, was
published in 1893 (Figure 3-4). Ninety-two probiems were provided in the problem
book along with 16 additional problems for fwo puzees: the Trouble Killer plus the
Circular Puzele, Columbian Puzede, [.lghming{hmductm and Wrath Breaker. Printer’s
marks indicate that more than 47,000 copies of the problem book were printed in 1893,

In 1899, a new cover was designed and applied to both the cover of the box and the
book cover with solid brown problem figures (Figune 3-45).

Ergrre -84, The Tho
Killer Puzzie uwas frul-
[isdied fn THY3,

Figae 345, The new
dediga for fie coniers of thie
Treiiale Killer Prazzie box
areel profleur hook.
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Not too Hasty (Nicht zu Hitzig), #11, 1594

Fugirre 3-44. The Nol-foo-Hirsty The Mot-too-Hasty Puzzle with eight pieces was published in 1894 and the problem
Prizzle urtih cight pleces e
pralnlvalred an 154,

book contained 89 problems (Figure 3-46). Mo combined problems with other puzeles
are included in the problem book. Printer’s marks indicate that more than 32,000 co-

pies of the problem book were printed in 1894,
In 1594, a new cover was designed and applied to both the box and problem booklet

and the problem figures became solid brown {Figure 3-47).
Iigraire 3=, The pent design for

e Mo Fow Hashy oy cover i

BALANw
vaelits
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Patiemce Proven (GEDULDPRUFER)

Patience Prover (Geduldpriifer ), 34, 1896

The Pativnce Prover puzele was first prodisced
in 1896 (Figure 3-48). The problem book contains
114 problems plus sixteen additional problems for
two puzzles when combined with other Richter
puzzles: The Columbian Puzzle, Cross Pozzle, Py-
'\ thagoras, and Wrath Breaker, Printer’s marks show
only 2,000 problem books were printed in 15856

g | IEICre 309, An mitvrhsenen
wiriicieg Wie Pinttence Propes
prazzle min Richifer s Socaal
Laitrtie “ Arschor” wves pralilishicd
in fumsbracker Macferefefen
Dreveanbrer 17, 10548

Frgnire 3-500 This newe deacgn
i
fied et b the cover of

e Palivnee Procer bt qied
Proawer Prezele with eight pleces

~ ULRR . el [roudl deL 150,
1l fersl prodices fie TE5 |

- ll/‘x
SwidAd¥S
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RicHTER'S SociaL GaMe "AncHoR” [RiCHTERS GESELLSCHAFTS-SPIEL “ANKER")

Richter's Social Game “Anchor” Figire 3-52. Problem Card

] Ly T Mo, P iincfiades s prolifeas, e
(Richters Gesellschafts-Spiel “Anker” ) No. 1, 1896 s B :’rh[m'.m of

“Rechiterscive Koansi-Anafaf =

Richter's Social Game No. 1, first produced in 18%, included four identical 15-stone  (Riclder s Art Department ).
Al15 sdomps wre aesed for sach

puzzles and 4 sets of 5 cards showing the same 25 problems per set (Figure 3-51]. Tetter

The stones used for each set are those from the Cross Puzzle plus the Tormentor. The
puzzles and problem cards were employed for a “Geometrical Contest” in which up
to four people could compete with each other to see who could be the first to o
solve each randomly chosen problem (Figure 3-52) _ il

Thie simpler version of the game is an “easy Lotto Game™,
It uses, besides the sets of 15 stones, the back (opposite)
side of the same 20 cards which present the solutions
to the problems with numbers assigned to the stones,
90 numbered counters, 240 small candboard disks, 1
die, and a mumber tebie,

A supplement to Socal Game Moo 1, Social Game Mo, I
2, is also described in the instruction
boak. Game No, 2 adds Turther oo-
pies of Richter's Cross Puzele plus
Tormentor as well as triple folding
problem cards. These include pro-
blems for the bwo puzzles and ad-
ditional problems with four sets of
stomes,

The Prinker's marks indicate that
only 50000 copies of the instruction
book were printed and copies of So-
cial Game No. 1 are quite rare. Rich-
ter's Dutch Catalog of 1896, Dr. Os-
kar Schneider’s price list of 1900 and
Vienna's 1908 Catalog all included
both versions of the Social Game. Ho-
wever, no copies of Sodal
Game Mo, 2 have been:
found and Richter may
not have put the supple-
ment into production if
Social Caame Mo, 1 did
not sl waell,
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The Nine (Alle Neune ) £1, 1899

The Nine Puzzle was introduced in 1899 {Figure 3-53], The probem book includes

Figure 3-53. The Niie Pirzzle 125 problems for the nine stones and 16 additional problems for twio puzeles; The Nine

:l::r"r‘:';‘l'r'lr':'_:'l:‘ﬂ':]}:'lJr'”J = plus The Sphink, Be Quiet, Goblin, or Patience Prover. Printer’s marks indicate that at
' - ' least 19,000 of the problem books were printed in 1899,

H-;-.._ el s FREE L .S o

o




THE MiNE [ALLE MEunNE) / THE GoBLIN (KoBOLD)

The Goblin (Kobold ), 27, 1899

The Goblin Puzele was first produced in 1899 [Figure 3-54), [ iz protem book in-
cluded 127 problems for the Goblin and 16 problems for two puzzles including: the

Coblin plus gither The Mine, ‘.-up-hmx, Patience Prover, or Be Cuiet. Printer’s marks — Flgire 3-54. The Gobidla przele
indicate at least 12,000 problem books were printed in 1899 EPIElEd o Senes prece a3
fimiz rithieduced e 1899

= T T i e ———

N 97
uARVIEL
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Figiere 3-55, Spleluy poodiem
#24, wdnich duis 255 solirbinns

1

shonved Midler his 355 solu-
tions to Sphiny problem €14,
Mitller sabid, *Yeons spolled osir
puzele!® D Kurtee was sune
that the opposite was troe,
and it became clope that the
:lut;uﬂu never  oosddorod
o cared that thi pusres may
have had many solutions. A
cupilir verified
that Dr. Kurtee bound all of
the 355 solutions. to problem
#14 of the Sphinx Puzzle.

Sphinx, £15, 1599

The Sphinx puzzle was first produced in 1899 (Figure 3-56). The problem book
contained 119 problems plus sixteen more {or two puzzles; the Sphinx plus The Nine,
Cioblin, Be Quiet and Patience Prover. Printer's marks indicate that at least 17 0000 pro-
blern bopds were printed in 1395,

Fronre 356 The sty Piessle,
il semtie paeces, LS firsl pro-
alipcvd i 1 B9 i adveriesed in
a riciier fler el fu 1912,

Sphinx.
wclle: 1LS = § emn
Iechale: 7 Steing, | Viorlagen-
haft mit 1'% einischon wnd
16 doppeitem & ulgaban,
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CHAPTER 3

Sphinx for the Blind, 1929 - 1980

O October 7, 1920, the Brtish Technical and Ressarch Commitfes of the Mational
Institute for the Bind approved as “sutable for use by blind peple” the Sphinx Anchor
Stone Puzrle and ordered 50 copies. The advertisement for the puszle in the NIB Cata-
lopue is shown in Figure 3-57. The puzele was included in the NIB Catalog for over ()
yvears although it did not appear for several years in the 1970s, A Bakelite plastic ver-
sion was substituted when the Richter stone puzzles were no longer available (Figure
3-58) and wooden pieces reduced the oost in the 1980s,

'\'ﬂr"]N\-L INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND
14 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, ENG

GH mMes, ete. foonfinged )

Figure 3-58 Sphifioy piezzle |
ressely froes Beake!ide plashic witl

Soludion sligel (hopl for e

Ifind, |

Figure 3-57. Ad in the 1929 |
Cintirferguie aoff flie = Nl paal

THE “SPHINX * ANCHOR STONE PUZZLES

Taseibide for e Biimd ™ for e ) Cainkspion B, 8007

Spiriny Anchior Sfome przzle e :Il .II . _-_| ,!III,I i '__I" siaprec. it bl e % mrad] D Qumtining
for e by the Bliad, The weisal | N by arstnart eirbnesd e pod 4t e v T T — .
piruilreiia siniid sindidliis slicets ""‘EI-':E e o Sobur P o -.-:.I-. o P " 'f'llill"'." 'I II-- la '\I {
wserd g flie Blinnd are showone - ait s b cdeaive, ; R




Be QuieT {RuHic BLuT)

Be Quiet (Ruhig Blut), 214, 1599

Richter's Be Quiet purzle was first produced in 1899 {Figure 3-59). The problem ]_:t_'yuxumr;muh'ﬂ
book contained 1208 problems for the ten stones and 16 additional problems for two | the design af the firsi skxteen

puzzles including: Be Quiet plus the Sphiny, Goblin, The Nine and Patience Prover. m“!’_{'?"“"—"‘"‘ ]m
W . : e crdators: of
Printer’s marks indicate that at least 26,000 problem books were printed in 158599, 15 basic pusdes plus the Star

Puerle, which appearsd be-
| fone 1900, were 4 or 5§ gentle-
men b the Richler™s Art
Deéprariment. One of them
wis Richard Midler, who |
wias 19 vears old o150
when fiest Anchor |
Prdie was relessed. The
pusslos wone fisst made
ol eardboard and  thoe-
oughly tested before the
=teel molds foe U shones
wire ondiered, The malds
ol about A0 Marks
(appross 5240 USH each,
which wiis a ot of nioney
2 rmaryel 1900,

F. Ad. Richter grant-
Frgnre 3-50 Mnotier s He Churst | e giilan designess artistc privi-
PEERL, T Bew pheces. v sl | 1% Hir mever eriticized e
pesfuced i TH pul pressure on them, even

. I I when they made slow peog-

| mss. Throe of the
in Richber's Art Department
| bk abaosit 10 years toodhe
velop 1o different puseles, |
I |




CHAPTER 3

Figure 3-601. Silifirn dook fi
“The Nine™ Prezzle, 1976,

Solution Books

Apparently, Richter did not want to provide solutions to the Anchor Purees, In
late 1891, it was mentioned in the first publication of the Second Booke ™We have had
%0 many inquiries for a key that we have decided to have one published i @ limmled
narnther of copies. We relictimihy part with these keys, and forward them only direct to
the sender of the annexed coupon for 15 cents.” No copies of these 1891 solution books
have been found,

However, in November 1898, Richter began offering Solution books for sale in the
problem books (Figure 3-60), Tn 1899, Solution Books were being printed with eleven
languages on the covers (Portuguese was dropped from the 12 languages in the Second
Bonaks),

In 1925, the Russian language was also dropped from the solution book covers. Se-
veral of the solution books were printed after 1921 with only German, Dutch, English,
and French languages on the cover,

In addition, a new undated series of solution books with blue covers was published
for the Viennese Anchor Puzzles, #18 to 836, The covers of these books include thirt-
een languages (German, English, Dutch, French, Italian, Danish, Polish, Hung!ahan.
Swedish, Romanian, Siovakian, Croatian and Sloveniank Between 1500 (for Be i:h.lil-_‘l.'fl
and 4,000 (for Pythagoras) solution books were printed for each of the first seventeen
puszles from 1899 until 1926




ArT STrLes, MoTiFs anD DESIGNERS

Art Styles, Motifs and Designers, 1890-1904

Inmtroduction

Thie beautiful pictures on the boxes and booklets of Richter's early Anchor Puzzles
have delighted almost all who have plaved with the puzsles: In particular, the picturnes
created from 1890 to around 1900 provide an attractive product and withoat dooabd,
this furthered the worldwide success of the Anchor Puzzles, which are now coveted
collectors’ items

Pictures from the Historicism Era, 1890 to 159%

Today we call the style for commercial art in the period from the middle to the end
of the 19th century *"Historicism™. Many people of that period longed nostalgically
for the past, and =0 they imitated everything from former times: During that time, the
previous styles of artwere blended. Reminiscences of the classical antiquity, the Gothic
style, or the Renaissance, mixed with elements of the Roooco, were not unusual, Even
today, this can be discerned in buildings, furniture, boxes. and other commaodities of
that ime. The Anchor puzzles of the first decade from 1890 to 1859 fit into this perind,
with style as well as with motifs.

Historical Topics

Some of the puirle names are based on important historical topics like the Egyptian
Sphinx or they relate to tamous historical personalities like Pythagoras or Columbus,
The cover pictures of the ‘Pythagoras” puzzle show corresponding stylistic elements:
the ancient Greek lines, the spirals and meanders remind of the ornamental vanety of
tormer times. The cover of the box of the *Columbian Puzzle” also shows typical Re-

naissance ornaments of Historicism (Figure 3-61 ),

Figiere 3-01. Pytlugonts and
Cealumiriar boo geud ook cooers I
afacnie Hishorieeani b .‘J'_I.IIIE' i
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Fiare 5-02. Learied olil meen
ihre sofutorg Anefaor Fazzies

Figarre 3-63. Chilitrear cin alseo
erifoiy safimig Aihor Prizzles

The Orientals

Some other motifs would also indicate that the puzzles were embedded in the past.
The chronologically first puzeles, {Anchor Purzle, Circular Puzzle and Tormentor);
show leamied old men with Asian features that belong in this catepory (Figure 3-62),
The picture of the Anchor Puzrle has been obviously influenced by the Chinese origin
of its predecessor, the Tangram. The other two pictures likewise hint at Asian wisdom

and suggest a link from there to the solving of Anchor puseles.

The Children

The pictures of a8 wise-looking Chinese man certainly should recommend the
puzzles as senous intellectual games for adults. However, children were also intrigued
and attracted by Richter's puzzles. The pictures from the Circular Puzzle, the Tormen-
tor, and the !.Lghmmg Conductor (Figune 3-63} clearly target the younger customers
and show that the purzles are also suitable for children. The beautiful and elegant
oukfits the children have on were charactenistic for that time.

B4



ArT STrLes, MoTiFs anD DESIGNERS

The Gnomes

Several puzzles portrayed gnomes on the box covers (Figure 3-64). These were il-
lustrated during the Historicism era. The pictures were not only interesting both for
adults and children but the subject, rooted in Germanic mythology, was firmly esta-
blished in German history and tradition. The gnomes became a widespread topic in
Cermany during the great time of book illustrations from arcund 1850 to 1930, They
appeared not only in legends and fairy tales but also in cancatures and ads by Richter
and others.

The careful observer may have discovered the abbreviation "R, K. A" on bwo of
the pictures of gnomes in Figure 3-64. This is another relerence to " Richtersche Kunst-
Anstalt” (Richter's Art Department) where all of Richter's pictures originated. The de-
signer of the pictures will be identified later.

The Art Nouveau Pictures — 1599 to 1904

Mear the end of the 19th century, Historicism was increasingly repressed by a new
stvle called Art Mooveaw. This is charactenzed by decorative elements like organic
foliate forms, sinuous lines, and geometric shapes.

In 18949, four new puzles appeared: The Nine, Goblin, Sphiny, and Be Quiet. These
are still connected to Historicism but they appear more ‘modern’, in particular the Goblin
| Kobold) with ik Bococo ornaments {Figure 3-65), Beginning in 15949, the problém books
ni longer had pictures of their own but used the same pictures as the box covers.

1]

Figiere 3-t4, Tl poipaclatr wvind
mabormds Carrivan indin
prionies e prodincedd 1y Mnge
acrle frome armun 1570w,

Figare 3-p5. Hislartcdsm
becames g ander i on Hiese
pirdelei ook coevrs,
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From 1899 o 1904, new cover designs were creabed for miost of the puzzles. The bwo

exceptions that were not changed were the Anchor Puzzle with its tradition-connected

LEIVR iL— R A L " : Akl 5 Pu Lt '|.i 5 ki :I.I..'I E L"'\-. i o ) L4 L
wer pictures and the Pythagora zzle with its graphic-formal designs. The ne

designs appear more abstract and rational than the former personalized pictures and

Frgure 3-bo. Nl dssngs e are gradually more oriented to the now evolving Art Mouvieaw skyle. All new pichures

365 and 364

I..l"
3arapgka sERaIOs.
) e -

Das Sternrétsel.

W15 Probdiems
eadh requiring all slones.
it dowbls Problems

present one of the problem figures. Typical examples are jointly reproduced in Figures

Identifving the Designer of Richter's Puzele Pictures for the First Two Decades

Friedrich Adolf Richter, who had early recognized the importance of publicity for

his products; was a pioneer of exacting and extensive advertising. His full-page color

HiBuin Finmamnes

F.Ad.Richtes & C= A -G, Rudalstad

[T -

B

ads appeared in the weekly maga-
#ne Hlustrierte Seitung (Fioure 3-67)
for a decade beginning in the mid-
1 58100,

These ads showed impressive
Anchor stone buildings, and Fich-
ter set historical standards with
them, not only in printing tech-
nigue bub also in artishc design,
Among Richter's arbists were out-
standing designers and book illus-
frators of that time, including Ma-
rie von Cilters, Ludwig Burger, Maul

bleyerheim and others,
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CHAPTER 3

By 1880, a book tor children by Paul Meverheim had been published. lts tithe " ABC"
refers to the contents. Each page presents a specific letter of the alphabet decorated
with objects that start with that letter: the Turk (Tlrke) or the Tiger (Tiger) under T. The
Figure betow shows the pages for the letters T and 2

Fignare 3-08. Portrmdt and ex-

.:rr.lp.'-l*:- o Bl Mewerhieing s ard
shufe fror firs ABC P,




ArT STrLes, MoTiFs anD DESIGNERS

The collage in Figure 369 shows apparent conformities bebween the persons on
the T and £ page of Meyerheim's “ ABC™ book and those from cover pictures of Rich-
ter's first puzzles, Matching details are easily recognized, like the manner in which the
hands hold objects or the shape of the garments, Even the shading of faces is similar.
Compare the Magician (Zauberer) and the Puzzle Solver in the cover of the Anchor
Puzzle, These similarities convincdngly identity Paul Meyverheim as the designer for
the pictures on Richter’s first puzzles. The stylistic and thematic analyses of an expert
on designs of old German games led to the condusion that Meverheim created all of
the pictures for Richter’s puzzles from 18590 to 1905, The charming picture problems
designed for five of Richter’s first problem books were also very likely drawn by Paul
Meyerheim.
= 1 Figure 3-89, A collepe coirpar-
arig Mleyerierin S aref from fns

ABC book wdtly Ancler prolilem

P aniud bowk copers,
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Frgire 4-1. The Heard

Puizzle ns ndrodeced fi
FOLT aind cuessdats of wifing
jreeced dneclulivig Fuse e
ciirvel ste shapes

From RicHTER'S DEATH TO WORLD WAR 1,
1911 - 1913

The First Years after Richter's Death in 1910

Friedrich Adolf Richter died on December 25, 19110, at the age of 64. He left a pros-
pering company, with the business center at Rudolstadt and with a number of affiliates
in Germany, in East and West Europe and in the United States.

The management of the company was transferred to Richter's four sons Adolf,
Kurt, Oskar, and Walter. Within one and a half years, a strategy was developed of put-
ting more emphasis on the puzzles and pastimes that had tumed out to be successful
products. At the same time, the cost of making the puzzles was to be reduced by cut-
ting the printing and manufacturing expenses. Another facet of the new concept was
the maore intensive development of the pursle business not only for the German but

also for the English-speaking market.
The Heart Puzzle (Herzritsel ), £6, 1911

The Heart Puzzle (Figure 4-1)was  first produced in 1911, and the problem book in-
cludes 98 problems for the Heart Puzzle only. Printer’s Marks indicate that
at least 5,000 problem books were printed in 1911, and all together
40,000 books were pub- 8 lished during the first four yeans:
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CHAPTER 4

Magic Egg ( Wunder-Ei), #16, 1912

In June 1912, a new puzzle was introduced by the name of Magic Fgg (Figure 4-2).
This was the last of the initial series of 17 basic puzzles designed in
Rudolstadt,

The problem figures of the Magic Egg consisted of a set of 106 designs, mostly birds,
with no combined problems. For the first time, all the problems were given names. For
example problem number 1, below, is named “The Egg”, number 2 “Chickling,” and
number 3 “Young Cock”, The 9 puzzle pieces are the same as tor the eardier Columbian
Puzzle, so the new puzzle was a very low cost project with no new molds needed for
the stones. The puzzle apparently was successful and at least 13,000 problem boolks

Figrre d-2, The Magic Egp were produced during 1912 and 31,000 were printed duning the first three years of

—— i o s T
Pz, feutir mn ey, 1lS production,
fersl proaddiceed o 1972,

1. Das El 3. Jumgor Hann &, Allsr Hahn 5. Bim HiEncnan 8, E:n Hinnohan
The Eig Wiy Corh

T, Wiyaraomes Hahn B, Wyandones Hafme B, D Lars® i 10 Guck — Guckd 11. Ewrss Gans
Wyandatis Cock Weyancoihs Hen Couniry Chiclnn Chacking Chicksn Gocsa

I



Macic Ece (WunDER-EI)
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12. Fressande Gans 13 Gohands Gans 14 Latondn Gane 15 O Gans puls] skoh 16, Schimionda Ga
Enling Goass ‘Waliing Gooso Runring Gooss Phirming Gonss Cackling Goosa

18, Taiba 1R Enis 20 Maft, Foll, asll, el 21, Parlichkesimiba T2 Daiischis Trammallsiba
P DChack Gulging Duck Hadrras Bigapn Dinaem Pligeon
3. Fararisuba 24 Trnomarenm 25, Sedennaar-Twerghahn 26, Bunlor engl Demnghanm 27 Schwan 28, Papagsl {Armms)
Cariee Pigaon Turkay Han Dl Gk Erugitah Dhamr! Han Swar ol {ARnEL)

Art Styles of Puzzle Pictures after 1910

The last two of the seventeen basic puzzles appeared one and two years after Fried-
rich Adolf Richter’s death: The Heart Puzzle came out in 1911, and the Magic Egg in
1912, Their cover pictures cannot be assigned to a speafic style of art and their artistic
composition is simpler than that of the beautiful designs of the first vears, This retro-
gression continued for most of the later puzzles. Most of the later pictures show nice
colorbul designs, but lack the artistic finesse and the charm of the cardy creations, and
by 1915, during World War |, some pictures with paolibical motifs appeared.

How Difficult Are the First 17 Anchor Puzzles?

In general, the Anchor puzzle problems for the first 17 puzzles ane somewhat more
difficult than the Tangram problems. The easiest Anchor puzeles are: The Circalar Pue-
e, Columbian Puszle, Heart Puezle, and Magic Ecg: all the puzzles with curved edae
pieces, The curved edges make it easy to determine which pieces are on the outside.

The most difficult Anchor pusdes are: Lightning Conductor, Patience Prover, Ko-
bodd, and Mot Too Fasty, which indude irregular pieces. The odd angles of one or more
pieces in these puzzles makes them much more difficult than the average Anchor puzsrle.

T3
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An English-only Catalog of Puzzles and Pastimes, 1912

In June 1912, Richter published the first bwo catalogs devoted to "Puzzles and Pas-

times" (Figure 4-3, 4-51. Both were in color and only in English. They contained illus-
trations of the cover, stone arrangement, and several problem figures for each of the 17
puzzles and the Star. The catalogs also included illustrations of all of Richter's pattern
games and pastimes including:
* The Meteor Game in at least 8 sizes with colored marbles and designs to copy;

*  The Saturn Game with litte round colored “hats” made of stone and a board used

for making designs;

* The Anchor Mosaic Game in 2 sizes with mostly squane flat colored stones and

a book of patterns (The stones can also be used to make the floors for Anchor block

buildings);
» The mosaic design children's toy (Tablet Laying) in 5 sizes with mostly triangular

colored fAat stones and a book of kaleidoscopic patterns (Figure 1-3)
= Karola with colored blocks for devising new embroidery patterns,

Twenty thowsand copies of the catalog were printed for the American market and
6,000 fior the British market.
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FroM RicHTer's DeEaTH TOo WoaLo War |

Rudolstadt was quite cautious about producing new versions o the existi ng puz-
#les. It appears that, they initiated a "sales test” program for English language versions
of their 17 purzles simultaneously with the distribution of the catalogs {Figure 4-6),

Fprire -6, Asichner Picesles
provfuced dn Juae 1912 wuth
Enrglish-Ohaly Bor Covers

Reghl coduarir paezzlvs e doted
Ohefober 1992 mind were assdgued
pirasilrers ok Mig Hrad Hire. Thiede
pieamifers difler from s
psargeied bater el poie apsed
(Figure 5231
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Richter manufactured only 10K of each English language puzzle, dated june 1912,

for the American and British markets. Presumably, this was a test to determine if there

was an increased sale potential in English purzles. These puzzles, as with the previous

box cover designs, did not have numbers assigned.

However four months later Richter produced just 3,000 copies of most of the 17

puzzles and surprisingly, for the fiest time, the pusrles were numbered (Figure 4-6).

The rationale for the assignment of numbers to the puzeles is not dear. It did not follow

the order in the 1912 English Catalog, nor the later numbering of the first seventesn

Figure 4-7, Gerpun cofaiog puzzles which used the alphabetical order of the puzzle names based on the German

of praizzdes arad grres unibl Hae

Whzard i dn A ricen o
1913, on any later pureles
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spelling. These October 1912 numbers were short lived and not used in any catalogs of

A German Catalog of Puzzles and
Games, 1913

In July 1913, Richter printed 10,000 cop-
tes of an allcolor catalog of purzles and
games for the German-speaking market (Fig-
ure 4-7), This was an extended version of
the English-language catalog of June 191
The puzrles, as in the English catalog, were
not numbered. Their order is the same as in
the English catalog: alphabetical based on
the English name for the purzles produced
betore 1911, The front cover of the catalog
shows an interesting illustration of a2 magi-
clan or “"Wizard” with an African boy at his
side holding a fan or a sunshade, The artis-
tic =shtvle af the picture, Viennese Secession,
miakes it likely that it originated in Vienna
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A New German Puzzle Package, 1913
In February 1913, Richter in Rudalstadt designed and produced a new simplified
German-only package for three of the 17 puzzles, including the Anchor Puzzle and
Tormentor (Figure 4-8). These bwo no longer were packaged in square boxes, but in
rectangular ones, bwice as long as wide, with the same Cerman generic name ® Anker-
Geduldspiel” and numbered, 1, and 3 respectively. No copies of number. 2 have been
found, so we do not know which puzzde it was, Only 1,000 of these puzzles were made
and today they are quite rare. They also used a simple and cheap folded sheet of 25 to Figure #:5. Kepochiod Aol
29 problems, rather than the 64-page booklet of 179 to 195 problems, which had been  pyzeies N1 mnd Mo, 3. Batly

used since the first Anchor Puzzle was produced in 1890, These puzzles are not shown l”h‘-‘ik'ﬁ it ot Py
LA 3,

in any of Richter's catalogs or price lists.

<Anchor Pozele
The Tormentbier=
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I ighiire -2 il fo Picvoda

Frazzies doted May 1913

The Piccolo and Piceo Vest Pocket Puzzles, 1913

The attermnpts o increase puzrle sales during 1912 and 1913 were unsuccesstul, and not
any were put into full production. In May 1913, it became clear that the company man-
agement was not satishied with their previous attempts to gain more sales of the exist-
ing I8 puzzles. Thatis when an ad for the new style of puzzle appeared (Figures 4-%
and 4-10}, It advertised a smaller (50 mm rather than 71 mm square and 6.25 mm rather
than B mm thick) and cheaper set of thwee “vest pocket-sized” puzzles that could lure
customers into buying the other regular size puzzles. These puzzles were often sold in
hotels to provide “pleasant entertainment” and help keep the guests from leaving the
hotel, The Rudolstadt facility called the three new purzeles “Piccolo”.

Richter's facifity in Vienna which beran to desipn, manufacture and sell its own
versions of Richter Puszdes in 1913, registered the name "Richter’s Anker-Picoo™ in
May 1913 and began producing at least the Ficco Puzzle based cn Pyvthagoras (Figure
4111

I'hese Picoalo and Picoo |.'ll.l.-'.-"|l.'- were the same u:».-.l-pr fior the mame, and both used
simplified graphics on the covers with only the name and a new number for each

puzzle. A cheap folded sheet of paper with 26 problems for 11, 28 problems for T2 and

3% problems for T3 was enclosed in each package.
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The designs and problem Bgures were based on three existing puzzles Ihe Tormen-

tor ({Qudlgeist), Pvthagoras, and Anchor Puzzle { Koplzerbrecher), which had been in

roduction since 18491, However, the Anchor puzzle design for the Piecolo was meodi-
Eal

fied by dissecting the parallelogram pisce into two ispaceles triangles, thereby forming

B pieces, instead of the seven pieces of the Anchor puzzle. This change was clearly

made to avoid creating a new meld for just one piece. Seven different shapes of stones

were needed for the three puzzles. Four of the molds were already available and had

been used for many years for the mosaic floors of Richter building sets, and the other

three pieces used existing puzzle molds. A smaller quantity of material was used to fill

the mold, which made the stones thinner (6.25 rather than 8 mm ). Since the puzzle de-

fl_::l:l.g'-.! (L1} -I.-f_ﬁl.r Pircmg

signers used the problem figures from the Anchor Puzzle booklet, solvers could always — puzzies dted May 1913

place the 2 pieces together, The problems were oas-
ier with twosmall triangles rather than the original
parallelogram. Based on the lanpguages used in the
problem sheet, the Picoolo Puzele was aimed at the
markets in Germany, France, The Metherlands and
Denmark as well as England and America {Fgure
4-12)

The small series of three Piccolo and Pioco puz-
zles were quite successbul. A "Miniature Edition”
advertising version of Fiocolo T1 was produced
and labeled, “A Present trom Hamleys™ boy store
in London. For some unknown reason, several
years after the Piccolo appeared, Rudodstadt also
made versions of all three puzzles using the name,
"Picco', The Piccolo and Picco box covers are plain
and abandon the beautiful illustrations wsed on the
tirst 17 puszle boxes, hoivever, the advertisement
announcing the Picoolo puzeles (Figune 4-9) con-
tains a striking illustration of an old man with a

crown and a long red beard.

Ruodolsiadi, Postdatum.

P. P, J..E Lo r.:".'l-':': |
Dh bei dem Erschelnen der kleinen Groschen-Geduld-
¢ ,Piccolo” beobachbete beiflilige Aulnahme

in Hindler-Hrelsen gibl uns Veranlassung, such Si
aul diess hilbsche Huglja‘julllmlh angenehme e

Untlrlullnni__ﬂr Bider- und Hﬂluglﬂﬁ.

besonders an Ragmhgan,

aulmerksam v mochen, da dorch den Verkaul dieser
Taschen - unsrer bekannien Anker- Geduld-
splele nach selbsl erneule entsiehl
und somit ein daverndes Geschilt e die Pl
erwarlen ish, 'Wir liefern

zwei Dutrend Anker-Geduldspiele in 12 bis 17 Sorlen,
#um 50 PL-Verkaul

sowie fwei Dulzend Piccolo |—I1 in hitbschem Harton,
gum 10 PL-Verkan!

von unserm nichsien Fab *v-Lager franka per Post und
bitlen bel Beslellong sich anliegender Karle bedienen

 wollen,
Hochachtungsvoll
B
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The Political Background of the Red-Beard Picture, 1913

The German King and Holy Roman Emperor Friedrich I (1125 - 1190) challenged
papal authority and sought to establish German predominance in Western Europe.
Because of his red beard, Friedrich I was called Barbarossa (which means red beard in
[talian). After his death, the empire lost its greabress and ‘Barbarossa became a sym-
bolic figure for the German dream of the rebirth of a big united empire. An old popular
legend that enginated from that period reads as follows

*Aftor his death Emperor Friedrich | Barbarossa was put under a mysterious spell
which transported him to a subterranean castle in the Kyffhiduser Mountains, There he
is sitting asleep on a chair made of ivory at a large round marble table, with his head
supported by his hands. His red beard shines like blazing heat and has grown through
the table down to his feet, and partially around the table. Onee in a hundred years
the Emperor awakes from his deep sleep, mowves his head and blinks his eves, By this,
he alerts his faithful friend, the gnome, and asks him to go up and see if the ravens

Figure 4=1 3, Tl Sheegr iof
Emperor Frapadrach | Bordarpezn

Tulins WH-S, pon Crrolstpld,

I.\;;.'I

still eroak and fly around the mountain. If so
theen the Emperor gets sad and murmurs into
his beard that he has to wait another hun-
dred vears before he can refurn to the world
tor make peace and unity. Moaning he closes
his eves and sleeps apother hundred years.
Mot until the beard has grown completely
around the round table of marble will the
walhing come o an end. A stately eagle will
then ascend into the air and drive the ravens
off. Then the Emperor, together with his like-
wise bewitched faithiful ones, will awake and
restore a Lerman Empire” (Figune 4-135)

[n the late nineteenth cenbury, the legend
of Barbarossa gained new interest bocawse of

-

¥ 4 '
RICHTERS GEDULDSPIELE

Figure 4-14. Rechter's Rod Beard

mctire, 1913
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politics. After a period of territorial conflicts, Germany had become a united empire
in 1871 under Emperor Wilhelm 1. After he died in 1884, a majestic monument was
erected for him and inaugurated in 1896, It depicted direct links to Barbarossa and his
former Empire. The monument is situated not far from Rudolstadt in the Kyfthauser
Mountains in Northern Thuringia and it shows not only Wilhelm [ but also Barbarossa,
finally awaking and ascending from the depth.

Richter’s Red-Beard picture of 1913 (Figure 4-14) shows Barbarossa with his Im-
perial Insignia (Medieval Crown, Scepter, Crb, Sword and Coat) in his subterranean
domicile with the ravens outside. Contrary to the legend, Barbarossa is not sleeping
but whiling his ime away by solving Richter's Anchor puzzles. The artistic style of the
picture, Viennese Secession, makes it likely that it originated in Vienna. The picture
was used trequently by Richter, not only for announcing puzzles in ads and catalogs,
but also as the picture on the cover of puzzles and problem books designed in Vienna.

Richter's Art Department moves to Vienna, 1913

The development and success of Richter's building sets was strongly connected
with the establishment and the work of his art department (Richtersche Kunst-Anstalt,
RK.A.). Capable architects were hired to design plans for all the buildings, from very
small to impressive large ones, and to match them with the contents of the various
building sets. Outstanding artists were emploved for designing pictures and instructive
plans for the building sets, and for creating attractive problem figures for the pusdes.

In july 1913, the 25" anniversary of the start of prodoction of Anchor stones in
Richter's affiliate in Vienna was celebrated. At this occasion, the art department was
moved from Rudolstadt to Vienna. Oskar Richter, director of Richter’s Vienna Facility,
describes later in the Anchor Magazine (Anker Zeitung #2, July 1919) the reason for
the mowve: “Vienna, with its wonderful architecture, its old culture and its varied and
dynamic life style provides the proper stimulus for the architects (and designers ).

Richter’s Puzzle Pictures in Viennese Secession Style, 1913

The main artistic style of the first vears of the 20" century was Art Nouveaw. Vienna
had developed an individual vanant of this style called Viennese Secession. The pic-
tures of the Red Beard and of the Wizard from Figure 4-14 and 4-7, which were de-
soribed above, are typical representatives of that style. Both pictures appeared in 1913
and may have been designed one or two years before, They are visually striking, and
were another attempt of the new management to stir up the attention of potential
customers, It could not be determined who designed the pictures. Ludwig Heinnch
Jungnickel, a famous artist who worked in Vienna until 1912 and was a commercial
designer, may have created one or both pictures. However, the leading expert on fung-
mickel could not confirm that it was his waork.

a2
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THe PuzzLe Boom During WorLD WaRr 1,
1914 — 1918

Trying the Swedish Market, 1914

World War 1 began in 1914 and made Germany an enemy of England, some ather
European countries, and with some delay, America. It was dear that the War would
adversely affect the sates of German products inko all these countries.

The loss or reduction of these markets may have been the primary reason for Rich-
ter to try to expand puzzle sales to neutral countries, such as Sweden. In 1914, Richter
redesigned the box and problem book covers with the Swedish title “Thinking Puzzle”
(Tanke Purzle). At least [our puzzles, the Anchor Puzede, Pythagoras, The Nine and
Circular Puzzle were used to test the Swedish market (Figure 5-1, 521

Several Swedish problem books have also been found in standard German boxes
dated October 1914, as shown in Figure 5-1, 5-2 Some of the puzzles also contained a
one-page Swedish insert from the Stockholm sefler, Benno Beckeman. The inner pages
of the problem booklets and the stone pieces of the puzzles appear identical to the
puzzles made by Richter, and undoubtedly were supplied by Richter. This project was
apparently not successful, since the Swedish puzzles are rare in Richter collections,

' Figue 5-1. Sueish Anichor
Pruzzles, 1914,

= Sapedisly Amchior Przzie

vwdish The Nine Pzl

Richter The Nine Puzzle, Ocio-
her 1914
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Figure 5-2. Swedish Ancfeos
Piezelps, 1914 Sroeddish Crroielor Puzzie

The Mosaic Puzzles (Vexier Mosaik ), 1914 and 1915

Richter's first stone product, manufactured by 1878, was a design game or toy for
children named “Mosaic Pattern/ Tablet Laying” (Téafelchenlegen) which contained
small colored ceramic tiles (see Figure 1-3). Based on principles of Froebel's kindergar-
ten program, the toy included geometric mosaic designs to be used as a guide for creat-
ing decorative patterns with the tiles. According to Richter “many designs were drawn  pygier Ciroadar Puzsle (o
from ancient Roman, Greek and Moorish models.” By 1885, Richter's Mosaic Pattern  ber 1984
toy was followed by his similar " Mosaic Game™ that could also be used to produce
attractive mosaic floor designs for the buildings made with Anchor blocks. Neither of
theso Mosaic toys were actually puzzles, but just a series of patterns.

Om the other hand, each stone in every Richter’s Mosaic Puzzle which he introdiced
in 1914, contained two colors (one on each side). Each design picture only showed the

! ) ; K Figaoe 5-3. Mosan Prozzies
entire area with a given color, not the shape ar placement of the pieces, nor the combi= w1 v, 2 seed nage) Mard

nation of colors on the stones that are necded to form the picture. Theretore, to fgure 1914 The dllustratiores oo flie
doir copers moe greofileir i

out the arrangement of the tiles was a pusale and did take some contemplation. S S

Richter introduced two different Mosaic Puzzles in March 1914 (Figure 5-3). They 5 75¢5 757 1500 150mm),

1]
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had many more stones than previous puzzles, Mosaic Puzzle Number 1 induded 18
stomes, and Mosaic Muzzle number 2 contaimed 28 stones colored red, blwe, green and
vellow.: The bwo sides of each stone were different colors and different combinations
of colors. The puzzles were more colorful but notas difficult to solve as the 17 earlier
puzzles. Problem books including 48 and 45 problems and solution books were alsp
provided. In addition, a problem sheet was enclosed in each puzzle with 15 problems
to be salved using the pieces from both puseles.

In 1915, two more Mosaic Puzeles were introduced; Mosaic Puszle Number 3 in-
cluded 52 two-color stones and 36 problems (Figure 5-5) and Mosaic Puzzle Numiber
4 contained 44 stones of the four colors mentoned above plus black and white stones
and a problem book with 58 problems {Figures 5-7 and 3-8]. Ads for the Mosaic Puzzles
in Richter catalogs from 1915 and 1916 are shown in Figures 5-6 and 5-19.

Fignre 5-5. Msae Przzle Mo

1S T, 206a2 e mim)

B
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Mosaic Puzzle No. 4: Richter's First War-Related Puzzle, 1915

The problem figures of the first three Mosaic Puzzles showed mostly people, ani-

mals, and geometric designs. Mosaic Puzzle No. 4, however, was strongly linked to
World War L. The cover picture {Figure 5-8) showed the flags of four allied nations: Ger-
many, Turkey, Hungary, and Austria. An eagle howeers over the scene in the Figing sumn

as a unifying symbal of power and freedom. The eagle has had a long symbaolic history
in Germany and Austria, rooted in Roman tradition. During World War [, Germany

employed the ‘Reich’s Eagle’ (Reichsadler) and Austria the
‘Double Eagle’ (Doppeladier) as a heraldic symbaol.

Most of the 58 problem figures were also associated
with the war. There were soldiers in uniforms, badges,
flags, coats of arms and other related symbols, as well as a
Red-Cross nurse about to care for a wounded soldier. The
first seven problem figures (Figure 5-7) are the same four
flags shown on the cover and show crowns with the three
monograms of the corresponding sovereigns: Wilhelm 11,
Ernperor of Germany (W), Franz Josef, Emperor of Austria
and King of Hungary (FJ} and Muhammed V, Grand Sultan
of Turkey (M)

Germany, although defeated, was not occupied after
World War | and the remaining stock of Mosaic Puzsle
Mo, 4 was still offered for purchase in catalogs after 1918,
[n 1922, a new version was produced that used the same

Mi?:ﬂ“” 1914/15
Piceolo-Bednldpiel (Fammen. Anngase!

ket 1 muig.
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Figuere 59, Tremg Parzele ad
jrecdilese divet, 1915,

stomes as the former version buk instead of war-re-
lated problems, it provides bl civilian problem fjg-
ures of people and geometric dﬁign&. isee Figures
6-13 and 6-14. The stone arrangement is shown in
Figure 521}

The Trench Puzzle
(Schiitzengraben-Geduldspiel ) 1915

In 1915, Richter released another War-related
puzzle in Rudolstadt under the name “Teench
Puzzle 1914/1915" (Schitrengraben-Ceduldspiel
1914/ 1915). Richter's publicity describes the pur-
pose of the puzzle “'to keep the soldiers busy and to
chase away their boredom during their stay in the
trenches”. Richter also recommended the puzzle for
the wounded soldiers in the hospitals.

The Trench Puzzle (Figure 5-9) provides many
relationships to World War L The illustration on the
cover shows the head of Emperor Wilhelm il in a
decorative trame with the Imperial Crown on top
and a laurel twig on the bottom. On the side of the
frame 15 the patriotic motto: 1 don't know parties
any longer, | only know Germans® (“Ich kenne ke
ime Parteien mehe, kenne nur noch Deutsche™ ), The
edge of the cover shows a continuous band repeat-
ing the German national colors of that time that
wiere biack-white-red.

Some of the 22 problem figures on the problem
sheet were reportedly submitted by soldiers and are
likewise associated with the War (Figure 5-9). They
show not only weapons and equipment but also
symbaolic representations of the countries involved:
the P'russian Eagle and the Bavarian Lion on one
side, the English John Bull, the Gallic Rooster and
the Russian Bear on the other side. The Trench Pae-
#le inchedes fifteen of the small and thin (625 mm)
stomes that were also used for the Piccodo Puzrles.



The Swiss War Puzzle (Kriegs-Geduldspiel ), 1915

In 1915, Richter’s affiliate in Olten, Switzerland produced a version ol the Trench
Puzzle with the name War Puzzle 1914/1915. The German Emperor Wilhelm [1 was
omitted from the cover ol the puzzle and a slightly different version of the Trench
Purzle problem sheet was included, with changes to four of the problems (Figure 5-100,

A 1916 Swiss catalog offered a German language version with a new cover and a
French version of the puzzle by the names, "The War Puzzle” (Kriegs-Ceduldspiel)
and "The Patience Game of the War” (La Jeu de Patience de la Guerre} (Figure 5-11}%

The Zoo Puzzle, 1916

The Zoo Puzzle was first infroduced in 1916 by Richter's
affiliate in Often, Switzerland. That country managed to stay
niewkral and un-::l-n:upim:l during and atter thie bwo World Wars,
Olten supplemented the war related puzzles with the “neu-
tral' Zoo Purzle (Zoologischer-Garten) with the theme of ani-
mals of the #o0.
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Thirty animal problems were included on the problem sheet from a mouse to an el-

ephant {Figure 5-12). The stones used for the Zoo puzzle and the Trench Puzzles are
identical. Ads for both the War and Zoo Puzzles appeared in a 1916 Swiss Richter
catalog (Figure 5-11).

Figaire 5-12, Zow Puzzile i
prodelpn aleel, 19726,
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The Mosaic Black-Yellow Cross Puzzle from
Vienna, Austria, 1916

he 1916 catalog of the Richter facility in Vienna announced a new mosaic puzzle
called "Black-Yellow Cross Pukele” [(Schwarz-Gelbes Krewrspiel) (Figure 5-13). The
name referred o the Black-Yellowy-Cross Committee that was a charitable Austrian
organization established on September 1, 1914, one month after the beginning of Wiorld
War [, with the mission to care for the poor during thie war.

The picture that decorates the cover of the Black-Yellow Cross Puzzle was prob-

ably designed for the Committee {Figure 5-15). It shows the Double Eagle, a heraldic
symbol of the Austrian empire, in an octagonal frame. A black Maltese cross overlies
the Double Eagle. The Black-Yellow Cross Puzzde name was used in catalogs and price
lists; however the name on the puzzle box is "Richter's Anchor Puzzle”™ (Richter™s
Anker-Geduldspiel) in German, Hungarian, Crech and Polish. These languages were
spoken in the Austrian-Hungarian domain at that time. Black and yellow were the
national colors of Austria then and are the dominant colors on the cover of the box, In
addition, the 18 puzzle pieces are black on ome side and yellow on the other,

Ihie &5 problem figures show mostly decorative geometric shapes and, in contrast
with the other political puzzles of Richter’s, are not linked to World War 1. Among the
probiem figures, a crown and a sword mav be recopnized and there is the "F]" mono-
gram (Figune 3-14) that refers to the Austrian Emperor Franz Josef who died in 1916

Thee puzile had a largely civil, not military character and continued tobe sold after
Warld War [ under the name "Octagon’ { Achbeck)
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Frgpnre 5-10 Merry Andmaels
(Lislige Teewe), urith o Frriry
Tirde Michuires (Mitrchenbuider)
rehiem bood, 1916

Merry Antmals and Fairy Tale Pictures Mosaic Puzzles, 1916

In Richter's Vienna 1916 catalog a new Mosaic Puzele specifically for children,
named “Merry Animals” (Lustige Tierel, was announced. The purde contains 76
stones of white, black. red. blue and brown, with the reverse side of each stone made
with a different color. The Merry Animala problem book included 23 pages of problem
figures of animals and people. In addition, another book of problems called “Fairy Tale
Fictures” (Marchenbilder) was included in the box with the Merry Animals puzele
{Figure 5-16). The 128 colored stones needed to form the problem figures for the Fairy
Tale Pictures puzzle ane a combination of the stones from Mosaic Puzzle Mo, 3 and
Merry Animals. The twelve-page problem book includes 36 problem figures represent-
ing famous children's fairy tales like "Little Red Riding Hood”, "Cinderella”™, and "Thse
Pied Piper”. A complete Fairy Tale Mictures puzzle including all the stones required, as

Frgrire 517, Firiry
tirle Prchires

i fdrchembplder),
1935




THE PuzzLE Boom During WorLp War |

well as the book of Fairy Tale Picture I-'I"'-||.‘|1'|'|'|- was later I"I'l.'rl.‘||.||.'L'|.'.| and scld by Eich-

ter in 1925 {Figure 5-17). Full color advertising flvers were distributed for the puzzle

inn 1917 and 1918 (Figure 5-18), Ads for the puzzles in the 1922 British Toy and Fancy | . )
L | Fagane o ih, 'I.Ill.lill‘" Merrw A

miels, @ pliidren s puzzie, 1917

Goods Trader and a Richter flver {c. 1925) are shown in Figures 6-6-and 5-19
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BHHTERY GEDULDSDIELE
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Barmma | piicf e,
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The Viennese Red-Beard Puzzles No. 18 to 36, 1917 - 1918

The puzzle section of Richter's 1916 Vienna cataliog still offered the "basic' puzzles
Mo 1 to 17 from Rudolstadt along with a large section containing numerous illustra-
tions including a eolorful Red Beard picture at the beginning of the Puzrle section (Fig-
urer 5-21). This picture had been used in Viennese catalogs and fliers and in Rudolstadt
ads since 1913 {see Figure 4-9). Now it was used for the cover of nineteen new Viennese
stone puzles,

The September 1917 price list from Vienna included a subtle change: the list no lon-
gersaid: 17 assorted puzzles” as previously, but just “puzzles”. That seems to indicate
that some new puzrles similar to the earlier Mo, 1 to 17 were available, but the exact
numbser had not yet been determined. The subsequent Vienna price list of October 1918
offered “puzzles 1 - 36", s0 it appears that Richter had assigned numbers #1 to #17 to
the tirst 17 puzzles and had dosigned and began selling 19 additional new puszles (Fig-
ure 5-22 and 5-23). It is surprising that these new “Viennese" puzzles did not appear
in Rudodstadt catalogs or price lists for 14 vears, until January 1932 (atter the Viennese
affiliate had been closed dovwn)

To reduce costs, the covers of these new puzzles 218 to #36 and of their problem
books were greatly simplified in comparison to puzzles #1 to 17, The “Red Beard”
character was emploved as common cover picture for all of the 19 new puzzies. The
pictunes on Hj.ehuta_'.am in r.'nlnr'l:!ut covers of the books are only in black and white

fividirn] s wehe wsed hulilp rumiber fromg 15
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Frgnre 523, Compesile dingrmm
af 36 numhered Anchor Puzzies,
1918,

The Naming and Numbering of Anchor Puzzles

The first 15 puzrles were listed alphabetically by their English name in a 1912 cata-
log (Figure 4-4) At feast fourteen puzzles, dated October 1912, were assigned arbi-
trary numbers from 1 to 17 but their production was immediately stopped {Figure
4-6). None of the numbers agree with the current numbering system, The numbers 1
through 36 were assigned to the 17 early puzzles and the 19 new Viennese puzzles as
they were designed in 1917-1918 (Figure 5-23). The English names and numbers used
tor the first 17 puzzles appeared on the back of problem books in 1922 (Figure 6-11} in
German alphabetical order. This is the numbering system osed ever since. The German
names and numbers of puszles 18 to 36 were printed on the back of the Series 2 prob-
lem books in 1932 {see page 118]) but they were not printed on the individual boxes or
problem books, During the VEB era in 1954 a compuosite illustration of the names and
numbers of all 36 puzzles plus the Series [ and Series 11 gift sets was published (Figure
7-3)
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O Movember 21, 1917, a remarkable color plcture. was puhlj:-xlu:d by Richter as a
full-page ad in an Austrian weekend magazine {Osterreichs Mlustrierte Zeitung) Fig-
ure 5-25. The picture depicts a number of building sefs, puzzles, and mosaic pattern
games, and the cover of one of the boxes shows the Red-Beard pictune. Based on the ap-
parent size and design of the bax, it was one of the whaolesale boxes used for the Picoo
and Piccolo puzeles supplied to retailers. The color picture is a spectacular example of
Richter's incessant advertising activities and it gives a great impression of the wealth
of Richter's puzzles and building-stone sets offered during World War L
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Frgrere 527 Proufuidfrioor gosafity
prohlems during World War |

Wooden Anchor Puzzles, 1916 — 1917, 1930s — 1940s
As the War progressed it was increasingly difficult for Richter to obtain the chemi-
cal ingredients needed to manutacture the stones tor the building bocks and puisies.

There were also problems in properly preparing and mixing the ingredients for the
stones. As a result, the quality of the blocks was not always satisfactory and sometimes
deteniorated to unacceptable levels (Figure 5-27 ) So Richter began, for a limited time,
to make the pieces for the puzzles out of beech wood (Figure 5-26, 5-28, 5-29),

The wooden versions of the puzzles did not appear in any Richter catalog or price
list and they are rane; only seventeen wooden examples of Anchor purzles have been
found and all wiere made from the same type of wood for the pieces of the puzzies.
Thirteen of thiese puzzles are from the first set of 17 puziles discussed in Chapter 3, and
eleven of the boxes are dated either October 1916 or May 1917, Apparently the short-
age of chemicals used to make the stones caused by World War | combined with a very
high demand for the puzzles during this period, foroed Richter to resort to temporarily
making the puzzles out of local wood in order to fifl his crders during the late years of
World War L

However, four of the puzzles with wooden pieces were definitely from a later time
period (Figure 5-291. All of them used box covers with the Red Beard character but
with the text in German only. This proves that these puzzles were produced after 1931
(see Figure 6-19) and they were distributed by Rododstadt duning the later 1930 and
early 1940s when World War [I had begun.
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CO. NEW YORK _

A New Cover Picture for the Anchor Puzzle in the US,
1917

A Richter sales office was set up in New York in 1887 and it imported
Richter’s products, including medicines, building block sets and, begin-
ning in 1891, puzzes. The office advertised and sold Richter's products
in the large and growing US markel. The New York City Directary of
1907 shows German-born Albert Paul Fricke, who became a natural-
ized US citizen in 1912, as the manager of the Richter office. By 1916,
Richter had moved to larger facilities and decided to begin manufac-
turing medicines as well as stone blocks for puzzles and building sets.
Richter's purzle #8, the Tangram, was manufactured in Mew York and

.\,_...,4.”'\-. IT by . el fou i

Frgnre 5300 The Anchor Puzzle,
8, was imede i Nene York in
1917
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sold ina new package by the old name “The Anchor Puezle” (see Figure
5-30). The puzzie is dated 1917; Figure 5-31 shows an ad tor the puzzle in the New York
Times of April 14, 1918,

Consequences of World War I for Richter in the US

During World War 1, there was an enormous customers’ demand for puzzles in
Germany and Austria. However, after the war the fubure looked less prosperous, in
particular because of the imminent loss of export markets and foreign facilities. By
1917, it was clear that the Russian affiliate in St. Petersburg would be permanently
closed down after the seizure of power by the Bolshevists.

The tate of Richter's Mow York affiliate was differont. The building sets and games
from stone were well established in the US and promised a successtul future business.
However, this was taken out of Richter's hands.

Since the US Declaration of War against Germany on April &, 1917, German-owned
property was subject to being confiscated by the US Government. On April 18, 1918, it
was determined by the US Government that the Richter Company had German own-

ers and on February 10, 1919, an announcement was published in the New York Times

that E. Ad. Richber & Company of New York City, including the entire
capital stock, trademarks, patents, étc. wiould be sold to the highest bid-
der on February 25, 1919 by the Alien Property Custodian. Because of
the sale, the puzzle and building block part of Richter’s Company was
purchased by the A. C. Gilbert toy company (Figure 5-32).

Another part of this story is that in June 1918, Albert Paul Fricke, man-
ager of Richter's New York office and business unit in the United States
was charged with treason in a *Vast Espionage Mot”, He went to trial
and was completely deared of the charges on April 25, 1919.

Figury 532, The Auclr Prezzly
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A Report on the Red-Bearcd Pazzles from an earlier Anchor
Puzile Expert

Max Kurtee was a fnend of Grandmaster Richard Mler whiom
he met in the Rudalstadt factory in 1930 and who later visited
hiny ot his bomrie, During these visits, D, Mae Kurbe was given
a comprehonsive report on the story of Richter's pursles, and
ecspecially Anchor puscles 258 fo 36 which wene desggned and
prishuced in Yienna, The llowing summanzes éscerpis mom
his extensive sormespondence with Jerry Socum from 1978 to
1985, a= well as personal discussions about the puzeles duning
Jn.'r!':.'-‘ st {0 Nlax" homie,

“Buring World War | there was a great demand for Rich-
ter puzades, [ike nover bofore or after. Many af them wore dos-
fined for entertaining the Cerman soldiers. If requestod, Richter
senit the puzedes dircctly bo the shellers; trenches and hospitals
Chce thwt odcler Puzzles £1 through # 17 swere solved, niew puz-
zles were requestod, Becausse of this novw intorest in the pucsles,
the main office in Rudolstadt directed the sister Company in
Vienena to ereate new puziles as fast as possible, This Gk was
assignied o Grandmaster Moller who was working at the Vi
ennese plant at that time. He was expected to produce results
within a low wiecks

Misller devloped the seres of 19 Viennose Puesdes, 218
36, The Viennese Puzeles were not as well rescarched and
tested as the originals for various reasons and restrictions such
arsl time pressure, lack of new molds; asingle designes, ack of
materials, ¢te. The new Yiennese |1|.H-|g|.'h used the same miolds
that wieme I.'u'ing weed for the =stoncs of the nr:ginn! |1|.|.-'..'i|,'-i - |
217 ptub: the Star Pursdie. The reasons that Hhe same sbores svero
s Wieres
1 'i'lrm'pn'-ta-:m'- thay demand foe e neis |1|.|..-::|"I|ﬂ. mieedied b o
satisfind r|l.|.||.'i:E'.' while the favorable market conld I.'ul-n.':-:|:-ln.|ih'|:|.
2. Lot = iF mew s1nos e 'dh.:rh.‘: oo stoncs wore used, mesy et
al males would have bo beacquined which would have been
costly and either impossitli o purchasiac talee a fong Hme and
|.t:'l.1:|.'|;'1;1 the tmw P zlas. I_ft'l-u:_q?fidm_t that the new \'i(lnm,-;q-
puEzbes wore created 1na ln'ﬂ"hi*ﬁl'l':ne ol thiz krn'grr mumber ol
stime= Some of them have m[hgn'll'ldmwn, anid nd].pd:l:l-
firrnal slome fends to make the puedes casier simoe the mamber
of scdutions increases with the nomber of picce”

The process of designing these ngw purﬂWr "
duced the design time and produchion cosk, but ekt much of the
charm and umiquensss that rh.aral.'l;l.'ri.jd:ﬂ_h ﬁllﬁt = f'ﬂﬂji"'
(1 10 17 + Star), Althowgh we ['l.lw_: nok been. -bhh dioterming
the prodoction quantitios of the e pazeies iF s doubtiul that
amy o the new Viennese pusyhis wers is popadar with the cus-
tomers as thee earlicr puesles One indication of the dedline in
sales i that loday these Iﬂ'-nl'ihl'mlﬂ i spite of ther ani-
form ooeer 1l I.Il.l.'l'.-1l.'li'\ll'll|,_“,|'ll‘|'d'|. I'ﬂ:ﬂu'rhﬂlﬁuh -nhu-nllw
Internet or antique markets than the 17 carfier and much more

alttractiva FH.I:..'.."||"I..
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BerweeN THE Two WorLD WaRs,
1919 - 1938

The First Years after the End of World War I

World War 1, which ended with an armistice in the second half of 1918, caused ma-
jor changes in Europe. The German and the Austrian Empires; that had capitulated, be-
came republics. Austria lost parts of its former territory, in particular Bohemia with its
capital Prague. Hungary, formerly part of the Austrian-Hungarian Monarchy, became
an independent stabe.

Even though the smaller and less expensive puzzles and mosaic pattern games and
tovs still sold well in the wake of the enormows boom during World War 1, it was a dif-
ficult time for Richter's companv. The popularity of the building sets had been declin-
ing, and the restrictive consequences of the war, the imposed reparations, and the fol-
lowing inflation made the ecomomic situation very difficult in Germany and Austria.
Moreover, several foreign Richter affiliates were expropriated and the export market
was considerably reduced,

o x4
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The Octagon Puzzle _,Frﬂm Vienna, ¢, 1920

In a 1921 price list from Vienna, a new puzzle was mentioned by the name “Okta-
pon” {Achteck). We have not found anyone who had seen a puzele with this name. A
colorful sales flyer from around 1925 shows four problem figures for the Octagon in
black and vellow {Figure 6-1). These are the same problem figures that are used in the
Black=Yellow Cross Puzzle (Figure 5-15)

There apparently was no need to change the problem figures of the Black-Yellow
Cross Puzzle, since they are mostly geometric patterns not linked to World War L The
initials FJ] of the late Emperor Franz Josef are among the problem figures, but he was
still popular. The name on the pusezle itself is *Richter’'s Anchor Puzzle” (in German,
Hungarian, Crech and Polish) and there was no need to change that either. Thus, it
seems clear that the Octagon is the same puirde as the Black-Yellow Cross Puzele, with
just a new name in catalogs and price lists. The Black-Yellow Cross Puzzle | Octagon
is quite rare with only three copices kown. One of these has a label attached toits side
from the Black-Yellow-Cross Committes.

[0



Berween THE Two WorLn Wars

The Reorganization of the Anchor Plant, 1921

By 1920, the financial situation of the company was in poor condition
due primarily to damage from a fire and post-war inflation and the Richter
heirs had lost almost all of their money. In 1921, the company was reor-
ganized into two Joint Stock Companies {Akbiengeseflschaft, A-(), one
for chemical-pharmaceutical products and the other for the building stone
products, The major creditor, Alfred Eversbusch, received 8075 of the com-
pany (Figure 6-2). He took over management responsibility and stimulated
a number of new activities in the puzzle sector. These included the design
and marketing of several new puzzles at home and abroad.

New Puzzles Announced by the new Management of
Richter’'s Stone Company, 1922,

In 1922 two new puzeles were announced, as well as a new version of
Muosaic Puzzle #4, and a new English cover for puzeles #1 to 17, These were
all advertised in Germany and England in 1922. Apparently the new man-
agement considened the Anchor puzzles promising sales products at home
and abroad. That is cormborated by the large number of problem booklets which were
reprinted in 1922,

Max and Moritz, 1922

A new children's puszle based on the German cartoon characters *Max und Morite”
by Wilhelm Busch (1832 - 1908}, was introduced by the Richter company in 1922, The
puzzle consisted of 60 pieces, initially made of wood, but later produced of stone in
three sizes (large square blocks had side length 200 mm } with colored patterns on each
face. Eighteen problem figures on cards were endosed (see Figunes -3 to 6-5). A com-
plete copy of this very rare puzzle was tound at the Zurich Toy Museum { Ziinder Spiel-
ZENgINEeNT],

When Richter ran into copyright problems, Rudolstadt changed the name of the
puzzle to Peter and Paul and the Austrian facility used the name Frite and Paul, Ac-

Das Max und Moritz"-Spiel
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Trirder mumgesine, 1922,

cording toa picture from a 1925 catalog, the heads of Max and Morite were replaced by
ordinary children’s heads (Figure 6-5). However, in price lists of 1925 from Rotterdam,
the Metherlands, and of 1926 from Olten, Switzerland, the puzzle still had the original
namie.

Apparently the puzzle did not sell well and it was withdrawn by Rudolstadt from
the market soon after 1926

The Supply af Richter Puzzles in England of 1922

Richter"s new management continued the company’s interest in foreign markets. A
1922 illustrated price list of the London “Toy & Fancy Goods Trader” offered a wide
vanety of Anchor stones puzzles, among them a new one, The Flower Puzzle, and a
rovised version of the Mosaic Puzele #4 {see Figure &-6), to avoid resistance to products
frowmn Caermany cawsed by W |
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Berween THE Two WorLD YWars

Flower Puzzle (Blumenspiel ) 1922

In 1922, Bichter announced a mew puzzle with the mame Flower Puzzle (Blumen-
spied) in a British toy magazine. It was also included in the 1925 Richter Catalog and
sales flyer published by Richter's Austria faclity (Figure 6-B). It consisted of 36 black
and white stones and included a probiem bookdet with 52 problems (Figure 6-7) One
remarkable aspect of the Flower Puzzele is that it required seven different new molds
with complex shapes. The puzele is scarce in Anchor puzzle coltections so it apparently
did not sell well and was withdrawn from the market soon atter 1925, [t was the last
time Richter designed and made new molds for any puzzle. The last copy of the Flower
Puzzle was given to Dr. Max Kurtze during his visit to the Richter factory about 1931,

The ‘Puzzle Drive’ Anchor Puzzles for England and the US, 1922
One of the consequences of World War [ was the great reluctance for people in coun-
tries that had been enemies of Germany to buy products made in Germany. In order
to sell their puseeles after the war in the lange markets of England and America, Rudol-
stadt redesigned the covers of the puzzle boxes of the first 17 puzzles with a common

[0

Figrere =7 The Floper Przzle
|ﬂl'l.'ll'-'..".'l'qll'nl'll.ll.lr.l.lfJfﬂ'\'l||"Irl' Pk,

Frgure 6-8, Ad for the Fhmoer
Pirznle, 1925,
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picture that made the box look more like a modern British or American product and
gave it thee name “A Puzzle Drive™ (Figure 5-9). Acconding to a Richter Price List the
“Puzzle Drive” package was being sold in 1922 and sales continued until the mid 1930s
when German pre-World War I policies interfered with sales (Figure 6-10).

In England Richter used the name “A Puzzle Drive with Anchor Stone Puzzles" on
the puzrle and problem booklet, but no manufachurer was identified and all references
to the puzzles being made in Germany were omitted from the box, English instruction
sheet or problem booklet. In our sample about one-third of the British puzzles had the
new covers on the box glued over an older cover picture.

In America, the name " Anchor™ had been confiscated by the LS, Government dur-
ing the war (1919) and Richter first changed the name on the cover of the box and the
name on the problem booklot to A Puzzle Drive with Stone Porzles”™ with no iden-
tification that the puzzles were made in Germany. The instruction sheet, in English,
included the name of the “Sole Agent for the US.A. - A, Paul Fricke, 50 Union Square,
Mew York”. In 1921, Richter was forced to rubber stamp the *Made in Germany™ coun-
try of origin on the cover of the box or booklet when the “Country of Origin” marking
became mandatory by the US Government. The next printing of the problem bookdet

1



Berween THE Two WorLn YWars

changed the title to A Puzzle Drive with Union Stone Puzzles” and identified the
printer as Aup. Heinecke of Rudolstadt, and included "Made in Germany”, in very
small tvpe.

Although the first 17 purzies were numbered in Vienna when Puzzles #18 o #34
were introduced, the American problem bookiet had, for the first time, a published list
of 17 Richter puszies with the English names printed on the back cover of the bookiet
{(Figure 6-11}. The sequence is alphabetical in the German Language and in our sample
of "Puzzle Dave” Puzzles, about three-quarters of the puzzles for the American mar-
ket had the new labels glued over older cover pictures. One remarkable Puzzle Dirive
Puzzle with three labels had a White Beard label {c. 1925) under the Puzzle Drive label
and a Swedish label (c. 1914) under the White Beard label (Figure 6-12).

Mosaic Puzzles Makeover, 1922 to 1924

The original Mosaic Muzele Mo, 4 used the theme of German-Austrian alliances dur-  Figiore 6-23. New Art Digo per-

ing World War | on the cover of the box and in the problem booldet. That puzzle was afour of Riclider's Mosiic Puzzie
Mo, 4 1073

gtill sold in Germany and Austria ai-
ter World War | until the earty 192Ys,
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but it was unlikely to sell in countries that had been enemies of Germany during the
war. For this reasom Mosaic Puzzle Mo, 4 was redesigned in 1922, All soldiers, flags and
other reminders of the war were removed; the cover was chanped to Art Deco style
and &0 mostly new problem figures were designed which show caricatured people and
seometric patberns (Figure 6-13),

It prowed to be a mystery to determing the significance of new problem figures show-
ing four heads and the letters 5, M, C, and P {(Figure 6-14). Finally, we were able to link
it to the social and cultural concept of fundamental quartets, like the four seasons and
the four elements. The scentific research of Hippocrates, the ancient Greek physician
and medical analyst, led to another tetrad of this type, namely thie four temperaments
of man: Sanguineg, Melancholic, Choleric and Phlegmatic, The four letters from Figurne
14 are related to these four temperaments and the companion facial expressions of
the tour heads above the letters verity this interpretation.

The reason why the artist chose these problem figures may be refated to German
political events around 1922, The MNaris brought their ideas and concepts aggressively

12
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into the German public at that time, with Hitler being the leading activist. Many pec-
ple, especially from countries around Germany, watched with suspicion and apprehen-
sion, The four problem figures of the new Mosaic Purzle No. 4, with consideration of
the export to foreign markets, may be related to that situation.

By 1824, Mosaic Purides Mo, 1, 2, and 3 were modernized with neve Art Dheoo cover
designs, based on the former cover pictures (Figure 6-15). The eardier problem booklets
were also used in the new versions of all three puzzles.

“White-Beard"” Anchor Puzzle Boxes - ca. 1925

In October 1925, a new puzzle cover picture from Rudolstadt was published in the
German trademark gazette (Figure 6-16). It shows an old man with a white beard who
is trving to solve an Anchor puzzle. The design is a simplified version of the original
box cover picture of the Anchor Puzzle.

In 1922, the Eng]is.h lamguage export versions of puzzles #1 to 17 for England and
the U5 all had been changed from custom cover illustrations to the same *Puzele Drive”
bo picture. From 1925 on, this cost-reducing measure was also used tor thie o covers

of the puzzles #1 to 17 sold in European markets. The puzzles were no longer provided
with individual box pictures. They all used the “White Beard™ box cover (Figure 6-18)  Figure 6-16. “Wiite Bomnd ®
with only the puzite number to identify which puzzle was in the box. Copirigh, 2925,

A Dutch illustrated price lists from 1926 and Swiss and Rudolstadt price lists of
1928 (Figure 6-17 ) show the White Beard cover picture. That indicates that the new uni-
fowm picture was used by the foreign affiliates too. That seems logical and explains the
fodlowing peculiarity. The original trademark of Figure 6-16 indudes the name of the
company with the A.-G. supplement, as it was used in Rudolstadt atter the reorganiza-

tion of the company in 1921, But none of the numerous puzzles with the White Beard
cover picture that we found included this A -G, supplement on the label (Figure 6-18). Fiire. 617 Whiite Beovd bo in
However, the old factory name without A-G, was still used by the non-German affili- 1928 Rudolstad? Price List
ates in Rotterdam, Olten and Vienna, Apparently, Rudolstadt decided to use the 'in-

ternational’ version of the factory name (without AL-GL) because
af the non-German affiliates. The Rudolstadt price lists showed
illustrations of the White Beard picture from 1928 through the
196 s,

The Viennese Puzzles £18 to 236 go to Rudol-
stadt, 1932

[n 1931, Richter closed the Viennese facility and transferred
the unsold stock of building sets and puzsdes to Rudolstade. The
Viennese puzzles #18 to 36 had never appeared in catalogs or

price lists from Budolstadt betore but they were produced and offered tor the first  Figure 618 White Bard Rox
Caraer

time in @ price list of 1932, As betore, they were sold in the numbered boxes as * Rich-
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Laft: Figuse 6-19, Red Heard o
prrodfuced ey Rrufalshedt, 1932

Righik: Fognre 6-20. Red Baed
box fire England & LI5A, 1932~
a4,

ter’s Anchor Puzzle” with the Red-Beard picture, but a change took place. The newly
printed boxes and the books were now only in German, without the former additional
eight languages (Figure 6-19). At the same time, the price was specified in German

currency ("Pig” as short for “Plennig”), which definitively identifies them as new boxes
from Rudolstadt.

Besides the new Cerman-only box and book, there was another new version that
used only English {Figure 6-20). The Mew York sales office sold that version from 1932
until arcand 1940 when World War 11 started.

There seems to have been an abundant supply of puzzie material from Vienna. For
example, the old multi-lingual Viennese books appeared repeatedly until the early
196dr's as enclosures to puzzles, apparently whenever there was a shortage of the new
boskis,

“Anchor Puzzle Series 17 and “Series 27 Gift Sets, 1932

When Rudolstadt had taken over the business of the former Viennese affiliate in
1931, it started a spicial promotional project for some of the Viennese puzzles. Puzzles
#24, 24, 31, and 32 were selected and presented as a gift set of four in a large box. A new
picture was created for the label which shows a family, consisting of father, mother and
little son, that are tryving to solve an Anchor puzzle. The set was titled * Anchor Puzzle
Series 1" {Anker-Geduldspiele Serie 1; Figure 6-21).

Formerly, all of Richter s basic puzzles, #1 to #36, had used tan pieces. Now each of
the four puzzles got its own bright color. The colors used were white, green, blue, red.
The bowes had decorative cardboard insets with cutouts for the four puzzles. Enclosed
were the new Rudolstadt versions of the corresponding booklets 224, 28, 31, and 32
showing the image of the Red Beard character in black and white.

The new Rudolstadt puzzles are mentioned for the first time in a January, 1932 price
list, which also mentions that the " Anker-Geduldspicle Serie 2 had been added. This
Series 2 puzzle used the same family picture cover and contained a Mosaic Puzzle
torming the head of a pipe smoker (Figure 5-22), The pipe smoler image is a modi fed
version of problem #42 of Mosaic Puzzle #4.
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The new puzzle included 36 single-color stones of five shapes and three colors, red,  Figure 6-21. The Sernes T et of
. ; Esiey, 724, 28, 31 aivd 31
black, and blue. The problem book included 32 problems to form complete people or /24" i
X i3 L P . ! e 1113 Tlhig aboires @ve 525 meind Heck
just their heads. The Series 2 pipe smoker puzzle was the last new member of Richter’s
big family ol 33 stone puzzles.

Figiere 6-22, Series 2. Prpe
Srmoker el or the right! Mosmic
Prazzie £4, problem 42,

Tiee shomnes are 6.25 g M,
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The “'Drigium' Richter Series 1" ¢. 1932

A second version of the “Series 17 set of four puzzles has also been found, with an
identical picture-on the box cover, but the new name "Original Richter Series 1" (Fgure
#-23). The tour pueles also use codor stones and the interiors of the boxes are the same
for both versions of the set. However the booklet covers were redesigned to show the
family picture in black and white and the title "Richter Keram”. These new booklets
were probably used for early production sets but most of the Original Richter sets that
we found have a mixture of the new family cover on some problem books and the
German-only cover on other books,

The back of the new family booklet cover has an inscription such as "Richter’s An-
chor Puzzle No. 247, in Czech and German., These two languages indicate that they
were made for the Austrian and Crech markets, Earlier these markets were supplied
by Vienna but when the Viennese factory was dosed, their puzzles, and the Austrian
and Caech markets became the responsibility of Rudolstadt.

A Dutch master of Internet research discovered that there was a Czech factory with
the name “Keram” in Rakovnik which cooperated with Richter for the manufactur-
ing and distribution of of the “Original Richter Series 17 for the Crech and Austrian
markets, The name “Richter Keram” on the booklets may be interpreted as " Richier
Rudolstadt in cooperation with the Keram factory in Rakownik™. It appears that the date
for the beginning of all the Rudolstadt export activities was 1932, when the “ Anchor
Puzzle Series 17 was first sodd.
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“Original Richter” Single Puzzles, ¢.1932

Mew small boxes (13.5 om square), with the same “family” cover picture, problem
booklet and title as the large “Original Richter” set were also produced, They con-
tained only a single puizle and at least three and probably all four of the bright colored
individual puzzles in Series 1 {see Figure 5-24) were sold. The number of the puselein
each box was stamped on the cover of the box with rubber stamp, probably o reduce
onst. Since the problem booklets used the same languages as the “Original Richter”
sots, these puzeles were also produced for the same Czech and Austrian markets be-
ginning about 1932,

The Keram Richter Puzzles, ¢.1936

Another single puzzle package was produced by Keram which is somewhat similar
to the "Original Richter Series 1" puzzles but is a much lower quality. It includes the
same problem bookdet, however, the inferior box is titled “Keram Richter™ and it shows
the family picture in black and white, not color { Figure 6-25), The large and small Origi-
nal Richter bowes used a rich gold cardboard plattorm for holding the pieces. How-
ever the Keram Richter puzzies have a plain crange cardboard insert. The Gitle “Keram
Richter™ on the box may be interpreted as "released by Keram with reference to the
Richter puzeles”. The poor quality indicates that it was made in the mid-19307s which
were economicaily hard years for Germany and neighbouring countries. Only a few

examples of Keram Richter puzzles have been found, and only for puzzles # 24 and #28.

Figure =24 Ovigivinl Ricleler
Series T bax contniming Puzzle
24

s Figre 6-25. Kermr Richter b
copfaming puzzie £24.
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Naming of the Former Viennese Puzzles #18 to
236, 1932

Throughout their Viennese time, puzeles #18 to #36
were only numbered and no names were assigned to them.
After Rudolstadt took over the purzles in 1931, the puzzles
waere given names. Thie German names ane listed on the back
of the problem booklet for Series 2, but were not printed on
the individual bowes or problem books:

Anchor Puzzle Used for Patent Medicine
Advertising, c, 1934

As sales were lagging in the mid-1930s, one of the
puzrles from Richter's Series 1 set was reproduced from
cardboard and wsed to advertise nine of Richter's medica-
tions. The envelope containing the Have Courage Puzzle
{#26} claimed that Richter's medications had been “proven
and recognized”™ for 65 years. In addition to the purzle, the envelope contained a fold-
ed paper with 48 problems o be solved using the nine pieces of the puzzle (Figure 6-26
and 627}

Figuire 6-26. Enewfope couliin-
dnige Havy Conrage {Ftsch Ge-

sl Pruzzle esad foadientise
Racliter's medecine.

Figure 6-17, The I'ﬁmfl:m:mgc
Prizzle .ﬂ.l:ﬁ'l:‘.l'l'él'ur# e sAnchoe
Pam Expeller awf evglet oflier
Rechiter mediorbaons.
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Wizard and Black Cat Puzzle Boxes and Books, Early 1930's
The 1913 Richter catalog of games and puzzles used the illustration

ol the Wizard and the African Boy shown in Figure 4-7 on the cover,
Many vears later the same Wizard image with a black cat in place of the
bov was used tor the box covers ol puzeles #1 to 17, as well as #28 and
231 (Figure 6-28). The cover of the problem books for #1-#17 alap used
versions of the same image.

Since the company name on the pictures has the A-G. supplement,
it is clear that these pictures were printed in Rudolstadt after 1920, The
Wizard illustration has not been found in any catalogs or price lists of thie
1920rs or 1930, but they did show the Puzzle Drive and the White Beard
box covers, This makes it difficult to determine when the nesw Wizard il- Figuire 6-28. Wizard meid Black

lustration first appeared. Caf twrx coriver iesed for prizzies
FI-&17, ¥ 28 wmd #31.

Adopical ime for Rudolstadr ko start using the: new Wizard picture would be aiter
1931 when the puzzles from Vienna were brought there and the old Wizard design
receivied new attention. Probably the design was first used as a serial picture on books
when the old versions with different pictures for puizles #1 to 17 ran out. That could be
the reason that the illustration did not appear in catalogs and price lists. Another clue
to the 1930°s is the substitution of the black cat, which replaced the African boy, The
political changes that were socurring in Germany in the early 1930's, culminating in the
seizure of power by the Nazis in 1933, make it very likely that the change happened
arcund thak time.

In the mid and lake 1930¢s5, the Wizard and Black Cat illustration was used on box
covers, replacing the comparatively plain White Beard picture. It was still employed
for some time on the book covers when the production of puzzles was restarted after
World War 1L

The Decline During the 1930's

In Germany, the middle and late 193(r's were characterized by increasing rearma-
ment activities that was not beneficial for civil firms like Richter's Anchor Stone fac-
tory. Richter was afflicted not only by the bad economic conditions but also by the ob-
solete equipment that made a cost-effective production nearly impossible. In addition,
the Anchor stone building sets werne no longer the popular toy and moneymaker that
they had been in the first decades of their existence. This led to shrinking sales and a
subsequent reduction of the number of employees throughout the 19300, Finally, the
guotas for specific materials needed for the production like linseed il were cut down
to a minimum in 1938 one vear before World War I began. Anchor history experts have
concluded that the production of Anchor stones was stopped by 1940, The last price
list was published in 1941, However, the sales of building sets and puzzles from the
existing supply continued at a reduced level,

9
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WorLp War II UnTiL Topay, 1939 - 2011

World War Il and the Years from 1945 to 1953

In comtrast with World War 1, severe devastation occurred in Germany during
World War II, mainly caused by the bombing of industrial centers. Remote areas were
liess affected, with Rudolstadt and Richter’'s factory outwardly intact. After the end o
World War [1in May 1945, the defeated Germany was divided up into four sectors con-
trofled by the allied forces of England, France, the United States of America (USA], and
the Union of Socialistic Soviet Republics (USSR Rudolstadt in Thuringia came under
Sowiet mle,

Information about the activities of Richter’s Anchor Stone factory during the years
after 1945 is scarce. There is evidencoe of new business activities in 1947 but because the
economic situation in post-war East Germany was very difficult, it is hard to believe
that Anchor stones were again produced at that time. However, a September 1950 Rich-
ter flier claims that the production of Anchor stones in Rudolstadt was never stopped;
nok even dunng World War [1

There is wide consensus among Anchor experts, and considerable indirect evi-
dence, that a sufficient stock of Anchor stones and a huge store of printed material
trom before World War 11 was left unsold. Starting by 1947 some of this supply was
sold but no catalogs or price lists from that time have been found and it seems likely
that the sales were limited to the stock remaining from pre-war times.

In 1949, bevause of the Cobd War, Germany was separated into two states: the west-
em-oriented Federal Republic of Germany (FRG) and the socialistic German Demo-
cratic Republic (GDR). On March 1, 1953, as a part of the socialistic economy planning
in the GDR, the Rudolstadt Anchor factory became a “VEB' (Volkseigener Betrieb),
which is supposed to mean that the tactory is the people’s property. The stone produc-
ing facility was renamed “VEB Anchor Works Rudolstadt, Building Set Factory” (VEB
Ankerwerk Rudolstadt, Baukastenfabrik).
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The Resumption ﬂ_f the Production nfﬁudmr Stones, 1953

Files from 1953 verify the production of Anchor stones in the second hall of that
year. These files mention mot only bypical initial problems wilth the production but also
the re-activation of Anchor-stone Grandmaster Richard Moller. Moller was more than
80 years old and lived in Rudolstadt-Schaala. He was asked to help check old build-
ing instructions and plans. This provides evidence that the current workforce had no
recent experience with the production of building stone sets,

A new beginning of the production might also have been favored by the political
events of 1953, On June 17, 1953, a rebellion against the leadership of the German Dem-
ocratic Republic (GDR) had taken place, which was struck down with military foree,
The primary reason for the revolt were the wretched living conditions. Consequentiy;
the authorities tried o improve the situation by economic allowances that facilitated
the production of goods bevond food and necessities.

The New Wizard Box, 1953

Thee first price list found after World War 11 is dated 1953, It includes the complete
set of puzzles £1 to # 36, The Government-required conversion of the Richter company
to a VEB factory in 1953 necessitated the rubber stamping of existing covers or the
printing of new covers for the puzzle boxes and problem books for all 36 puzzles with
the new name, “VEB Anchor Works' (see Figure 7-1). Existing Red Beard box or book
covers were also required to be rubber-stamped with the new VEBD name at this time.

The New ‘Series 1° Puzzle, 1953
The 1953 price list also includes the “Series 1 puzzle set. The latter had the same L5 72 Anchor Puzzle
ek x o X puzz Sevaed | aidly purzslps ¥ 24, £285,
name as before World War 11 (Anker-Geduldspiel Serie 1) but the picture on the box 232 wd £35
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was new (Figure 7-2). It shows a part of the former family picture, namely the puzzle
pleces and the solver's hand in the Bauhaus style that was still popular in the 1950
Mote the simple background, of diagonal plain areas, and the partially cut-off objects.
The picture is enhanced by a Genie, analogous to Aladdin's Spirit from the Bottle,
which is shaped like a question mark. There is also an imprint of the factory name with
the VEBR addition.

A Series | ad from 1954 shows that the set continued to include puzzles 824, 28, 31
and 32, (see Figure 7-3) and mentions that the puzeles are in four different colors like
the original version from 1932 (see Figure 6-21), By 1956, the original set was replaced
by #24, 28, 32, and 35 in uniform tan (Figure 7-2 and 7-4). The reason for this modifica-
tion was to redoce cost. The uniform color and non-curvilinear pieces (#35 in place of
#31) made the production simpler and cheaper. The problem books were the same as
before World War [1, with the Red Beard or Family picture. They still used Richter's
name although in the socialist dictum of this period he was considered a "capitalist
exploiter”, Monetheless, the huge supply of unused old books (pre-1932) from the Yi-
ennese facility books were used. Economic reality prevailed over ideology

The New ‘Series 2 Puzzle, 1954

A new ‘Series 2’ puzele was included in the price list of 1954, [t uses a new box cover
picture of the pipe smoker problem figure (Figure 7-5).

123
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The New Picco Puzzle, 1954

In an ad from 1954, a new version of the Picoo mini-puzzles was shown (Figure 7-6).
The pusrzle is the 8-piece modified Anchor Puzzle ('Kopizerbrecher"). The problem
sheet contains 29 problems, with a few that differ from the earlier 32-problem version

of Picoo f Picoolo,

The Tan, Green and Blue Puzzle Boxes with Question
Mark, 1955

Beginning in 1954, three new puzzle boxes of different sizes were de-
sgred for purzles 21 to 836 (Figures 7-8 and 7-9). The background coloes
ol the covers are tan, green, and blue, The illustration on the cover of all
the puzrles is a problem figure of red pieces with a superimposed question
mark. Existing problem books were used, frequently with a rubber stamp
VEB factory name.

The boxes are not dated, however, a proof-print of the illustration used
on the cover of the Tan box, dated January 1955, was found in the com-
! pany’s files, so the puzzle must have come out in 1955 (Figure 7-7),

The other two boves undoubtedly came out in the same time period and
the designer’s mark on all three covers is the same as on the 1954 Series
. | 2 bow cover (Figure 7-5) Without opening the box, the only due to what

| purzle is in the box is a faded black rubber stamp number on the dark red
| side of the box that is difficult to see. Inside the bow, the Red Beard, Wiz-
ard, or Family problem book shows the puzzele number, but not it's name.

Fignre 7«7, Artumrk fiw e Tan
Chasstion Mazk Puzzle, dudvad
[955,

Fagaire 7-8. T by cover for
sove of Fichier przzies 1 - 4,
15955,

Frpure 70, Proce Vst Packef
Puzzle, 7954
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Some Remarks about the neiw box
pictures
The style and the pastel colors used in the new box cover illustrations are typical Fiwwry 79, Girown svicd b
for the 1950Fs and were considered fashionable at that time. Residents of East Germany  bores for some af #ichiter
trom that period told us that there is alao a link between the rather plain style of the Prazles T - 36, 1955,
new pictures and the socialistic philosophy at that ime in Germany, The government’s
intention was not to push sales of recreational products such as games. This is shown
by the use of a rubber stamp to identify the puzzle in the box, rather than a printed
name or even a prinked purzle number, This saved on cost but makes it wviery difficult
for the customer to know what puzzle was inside. The primary interest of the planners
of the economy was in necessities such as food, dothing and housing. As far as games
and playthings were concerned, the building blocks were considened more important
thamn the puzzles. The construction of foy buildings froon stones was regarded as a use-
ful tool of (socialistic} education and would provide practical training,

The Anchor Stone Factory Gets a New Status and Location, 1957
At the beginning of 1957, the Anchor stone factory was mowved out of the Anchor
Works facility to a new location in Rudolstadt {Pérztal 51 At the same time, it was
transferred to the local economy and was given a new name, "VEMK) Anchor Stone  Frguene 7260 Green and blue
Building Set’ (VEB{K) Anker-Steinbaukasten). That maloes it possible to determine, by | o P G0ers for simu of

Kackier Przzies & 1-306 wutl v
the different names of the factory, whether a puzede from the CDR is trom 1953 80 1956 jfuctory locotion, 1957,

Leeduladrmdol

LT



CHAPTER 7

or 1957 to 1963, Figure 7-10 shows the new printed version of the blue box cover and
the modified green box cover with the factory name after 1956, The new [actory name
was applied by blackening the old name and overprinting the new name to the covers

of the groen and tan purries.

The End of the VEB Anchor Stone Factory, 1963

From the beginning of the VEB time in 1953, sales of Anchor stones were poor. To
support thie factory, other products were added, such as seientific expeniment sets and
towvs made of wood, though, any benefit was small and temporary. The sales organiza-
tion and approach was ineffective. Some new building stone sets were developed but
the building plans were defective and contained many errors, Orders wene delivered
too late and the products did not satisfy the customers.

The finishing blow came from the increasing use of automated production for light-
weight plastic toys, Customers and retail stores preterred the lightweight new con-
struction kits, and other toys from plastic, to the heavy building stone sets. At the end
of the vear 1963, the Rudolstadt Anchor factory was closed down,

The Anchor Puzzle in the Plastic Box, c. 1963

The threat during the rising era of plastic had been seenin the Anchor
factory in the vears bofore 1963, Several atternpts to use plastic in the
production were made but were obstructed by the authorities. One of
the promising ideas was, according to the files of the factory, the use
of plastic “for our puzzles or at least their boxes™. In 1962 there were
negotiations with another company that led to ' possibilities for” the
supply of boxes for the puzzles durning that year At least puzzles #8,
£32, #33, and #34 were produced in square plastic boxes 'u:r:lth i green
base and transparent lid (Figure 7-11). Beneath the lid there was a small
reproduction of the cover pictune from “Series 1% in lighter colors with
the inseription *Anchor Puzzle’ (Anker-Geeduldspiel | and the number of
the puzzle. The problem books appear to be the inner problem section

Fignre 7-11 Anchor Pizzies £8,  of the Richter books, without 3 cover. No company name is provided anywhere on

3233 5 34 mere solid i prlasdic
bures, £, 1963,

ar in the purres. Considering all the evidence, 'H.'iedntunl’ﬁe.l".n&urpuzﬂﬁ in the
plastic box appears to be 1963,

The S10 Anchor Puzzles from the Netherlands, c. 1963

The Dutch have been among the most enthusiastic and active Anchor collectors and
friends since Richter’s stones first appeared. But it was a surprise that an Anchor pue-
e from the Dutch 510 Playthings Industry (Speelgoed Industrie, Overijssel) tiurnesd
up which had a new box and problem book cover (Figure 7-12), The inscriptions on the
covers read Anchor puzzle in German (Anker-Geduldspiel) and show the SI0 logn,
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but there is no mention of the Richter company or of the VEB factory

Mo firm date for these puezles could be discovered. They may have been packaged
by 510 from sets of stones assembled by Rudolstadt that remained during the closing
down of the VEB factory in 1963, The two SIO puzcdes which were found, 832 and 34,
were also among those sold in the plastic box (see the preceding section) what may be
seen as a dating link. The factory files show there wére business contacts bebween S10
and the VEB facility in 1954, but it seems unlikely that SIO would use their own box
and book covers at that ime, and one puzele collector believes that he obtained one
S0 puzzle in 195F

The Reunification of Germany and the Renaissance of the Anchor
Stones in the Early 1990’

In Movember 1989, the Wall batween the German Democratic Republic and the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany fell and on October 3, 199, Germany was reunited. The
socialistic planned economy of the former GDR was abolished.

The political and economic changes also brought new business opportunities and
the revival of the production of Anchor stones, discussed among Western Anchor
friends since the closure of the Anchor stone factory at the end of 1963, became a reality,
In December 1991, a company with the aim of producing Anchor stones again was es-
tablished in Rudolstadt. However, the necessary detailed technical expertise had boen
losst over the years and had to be laboriously researched and reléamed. In 1993, the
first new original Anchor building stones were reproduced at Eisfeld-Sachsenbrunn,
where a firm with the necessary production capabilities was found. Sales of the first
complete Anchor building sets started in 1994 from Rudolstadt by the RudnLﬁtadt An-
chor Stone Building Set Factory” (Rudolstidter T
Anker-Steinbaukasten-Fabrik),

The Playhouse Club Richter’s Villa
(Spielhaus-Verein Richtersche Villa )
1992

After the reunification of Germany there
were also negobiations how to maintain and
make reasomable use of Richter's tactory build-
ings and in particular the histenc Villa (Figure
7-13), As a result, the newly founded association
Mayhouse Richter's Villa' (Spielhaus Richber-
eche Villa Rudolstadt e. V. moved into the Villa
in 1992 This organization has been devoted not
only to playing as means of entertainment but
in addition socal programs were established.
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CHAPTER 7

That included fun events for childeen, like birthday parties or playing with
~HE VILLA Anchor stones, and craft occupation for adolescents.

.{‘ﬁ-%& In May of 2011 the Richter Villa was purchased from the City of Ru-
C:ih dolstadt by Ursula Kapler, an heir of Alired Everbusch, the former owner
and occupant of the Villa. Everbusch purchased the Villa from Richters heirs in 1921.
Ursula plans to live in the Villa with her life companion. She realizes that a fot of work
and investment in the Villa will be required to make it a family estate. In addition to
thair residence, Iﬂ'll_':l.' mre thi nking of various additional uses such as a restaurant, apart-
ments or offices,

Original ANKER The Anchor Sign for Playthings Reappears in Rudolstadt — 1994

Stone Building Sets After 30 vears of absence, thie Anchor as a trademark for sets of building stones has
ﬂriginal ANKER reappeared in Rodolstadt on the traditional covers of two building sets, #6, and #8.
Puzzles These were the first to be reproduced in 1994, The same vear, a new kind of Anchor
Figure 7-14. New Anchor logo,  Picture was designed which became the logos of the Playhouse Richter’s Villa and the

wsed by the Pleyfronse Biciter s Anchor Stone facility. The design shows a new Anchor emblem, built from stones aned

latko madd ther A rachaor sdome el 4 ’ e R e
ity since 1994 featuring a stylized child on a swing (Figure 7-14

Anchor Puzele (Ropteee- | The Puzzles from the New Anchor Stone Factory of Rudolstadt
h‘w,"m? 5 lﬂhrh'l Added state and private financding brought the complete production of Anchor
Columbirs: 1967) stones back to Rudolstadt im 1995, The new factory was named "Model Buifding Stone
Circolar Puzzle (Rnsigeit- | Games Company’ (Modellbausteinspiele GmbH). The acquisition and use of modern
%ml“" th Brea) 'm' production equipment has helped the company to become successful but not yet prof-
arebrechor; 000) itable.
mhﬁ&mﬂm In September 1995, the factory started the production of the new Anchor stone build-
Hﬂ-ﬂlﬂu:ﬂ PTT— ing sets at Rudolstadt. Then in 1996, Richter’s “Anchor Puzzle’ (Kopfzerbrecher) came
o). put as the first replicated puzele, 106 vears after Richter introduced it {Figure 7-15).

Figure 7-15. Reproduced Ane
chier Parzzle, 19946,
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Weanwhile addibonal b LIJ]L'I:II"IH stome sets and FIEJ.."J"EI."- have been i.'l:l'ud uced. Lett is
a list of the reproduced puzzles with dates ol their first re-appearance

[he box cover illustrations are replicas of thie original pictures. Tha problem book-
lets were initially redesigned as separate (olding sheets for the problems and for the
solutions. These bwa parts werg merged into one booklet in 2MH. [n addition to the
traditional tan color, other stone colors, and stones made with mica that glitter, are also
availabie,

In 2001, the name of the tactory became "Anchor Stone Building 5et Company’
{ Anker Steinbaukasten GmbH). Two af the "Viennese puzzles” were added to the pro-

duction in 213,
§20. Watch Out (Pal auf; 2003)
225, Just Courage (Mur Mut; 2003)

Thie cover of these purrles abowe, shows the traditional Red-Beard picture from Vi-
enna, the number of the puzzle, and for the first time, the name of the puzzie is shown
on the box and book cover (Figure 7-16), 1 hose b puzzles were disconbinued two
vears later

In celebration of the 125th anniversary of Richter’s Company and the tenth anniver-
sary of the new factory, in 2005, a special edition of “The Nine" was produced {Figure

3%

Figure T-16. Anchor Puzzies

) argd 825, 20MED

Fagwre 7157, Spwentd orsaom af
The Wine Puzele fo celefrate the
1230 Anrmerurry of e stard
of Ricfefer 5 ddone procfuctfon
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7-17}. It shows a picture from the cover of a 1912 Richter catalog,

In 2009, the factory got a new owner but kept its name. In the same year, a slightly
modified version of the Magic Ega purzle was produced for the Rudolstadt Tourist
Cffice. The puzzle has the name Schiller's Head (see Figure 7-18) which refers to Ru-
dolstadt's history. The two famous German poets Friedrich von Schiller and Johann
Woltgang von Goethe met for the first time in 1788, in Rudolstade. The new version of
the Magic Egg shows Schiller’s head as box picture, the book cover refers with “Schil-
ler's Bell” to a farmouws poeny by Schiller, tited The Bell (Die Glocke), The silhouette of
the poet's head was composed by a Dutch Anchor puzzle expert with strong links to
Rudolstadt and the Anchor stone factory. IE is the first official new problem figure since
the Pipe Smoker from 1932

griginal
. ANEAEN=FVFITLR n..h

|"|'5'|m' T=18 Modihped mersdon

of the Mgic Egg purczie (815, The following data may help with roughly fixing the dates of puzzles by means of

pard Sehiller's Hend, 20089, the factory name and address presented in the booklets:
195G — 2000 Factory name “Modellbausteinspiele GmbH"
2(N1 — present Factory mame " Anker Steinbaukasten GmbH"
2001 - 2002 Addition of "8 Co. KG” to the factory name. There are also booklets

trom that fime with the impnnt “Rudolstadter Anker-Steinbaukas-
ten-Fabrik GmbH & Co. KG™
2001 Street number of the factory changed from Breitscheidstraie 103 to
148 (this was an organizational change brought about by the city
administration; the location of the factory remained the same)
210 Mew factory location at Breitscheidstratie 95¢

|3
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Figuere T-15. Richler s Villa,
T979 (fops amd Richiders fagili-
fres im Rudalsiadi, 796




CHarTen B

Figiare B-1. An Amierican palesid
firr 1 Aniclior Shores s &
saiedl o tlie Lilieatieel Brodiess in
Faath o assigind o Rachiet

Fignre -2, A Germm pardenf
firr Hee Archor Sfones Toves Haen
sl fo Bicleker o 1881

MakInNG THE PuzzLEs

Manufacturing The Anchor Stones

The composition of the stones made by Richter, and the process of making them,
was invented by the Lilienthal brothers: (fto, a famous pioncer aviakor; and Gustay, an
artist of Berlin, Germany. American patent number 233,780 was issued to thvern om Oe-
tober 26, 1880; however, the patent was assigned to Friedrich Adolf Richter of Rudol-
stadt, Germany (Figure B-1). Richter was also granted a German patent on the stones
May 25, 1581 (Figure B-2).

Unrtep StaTties Patent OFFICE.

OTTO LILIENTHAT AND GUSTAV LILIENTIIAL, OF DEELIN, PRUSEIA, ASSIGH.
ORS TO FRIEDEICH ADQLT RICOTEL, OF RUDOLSTADT, GERMANY.

COMPOSITION TOY BUILDING-BLOCK.

EFECIFICATION formizg parl of Letters Faieol Moo 233,780, dated Ociobes 20, 1880,
Apphiceiien el Scpirmie W (8 (Ko madsl)

KAISERLICHES

PATENTSCHRIFT
— M 13770 —

De FRIEDRICH ADOLPH RICHTER m RUDOLSTADT.
Verfahron zur Hersielleng von kinstlichen Stolawen.

Patentirt km Deutsches Felchs som L Oclaler 1288 ik

The German patent describes the details of the method of making precdise stones
developed by the Lilienthal Brothers, which was sold to Richter. The stones are made
from & mix of equal parts of fine sand and fAnely ground chalk, pigment {iron oxide
tor English red), and a quarter by weight of good linseed oil varnish. The exact spea-
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fied amount of a mixture of linseed oil varnish and the
powder are placed in the mold. The operator uses a hand
crank ko compress the mixture in the mold and [T
out all the air. The patents say that, under the high pres-
sure in the mold, the varnish, sand, and chalk mixtune is
“hardened into a solid body."” The stores are then gected
with a foot lever by the operator and then fired. Any air
latt in the mixture would make the stone explode whien
heated in the oven,

During Richter's time, Rudolstadt, Thuringia, Germa-
ny, where his factories and Villa are located, was a very
poor provinee (the Appalachia of Germany), and wages VEB (K]

e RUCDLSTADT

Making THeE PuzzLes

THORINGEN

were not very high. Many workers in the area were gath-
erers of plants and herbs and producers of home medi-
cine. Richter's workers were not paid very well. Before
1914, the pay was 2 Pennig (about 2 US cents) for mak-
img 100 stomes, about an hour's work. For the difficult
roof stones with acute angles, the accuracy of the stones
had to be checked frequently with gauges, and the work-
ers were paid 3 Plennig {about 2 US cents) bor 10 stones,
MNevertheless, Richter benefited the community by hiring
ex-convicts from the local Thuringian Ichterhausen pris-
on who could not get other jobs, and he hired women that had a difficult ime finding
wirke

Around 1925 the Anchor Stone factory tried to reduce the labor costs by converting
to steam powered presses. The machines worked so badly that the Richter Company
retused to pay for them and the company was sued for 12,000 Marks (about $9,600)

Chver the years, improvements were made in the ingredients and process for making
the stones but hand presses were still being used during the 19%60s. Hermann Schaar-
wichter was the manager of the factory during the years before it closed in 1963, He
described the last formula and process for making the stomes, * The stones are baked in
a gas oven at M degrees Celsius tor one hour; then the heat is turmed off and the stomes
are put back in the oven and baked at 110 or 120 degrees Celsius for five more hours®.
he American and Cerman patents say that the stones should be heated in an oven at
1000} to 150 degrees Celsius for eight days.

In 1995, the new Anchor Stone facility {Anker Steinbaukasten GmbH ) restarted a
more modern production of Anchor stones in Rudolstadt for building sets and puseles
i Figure B-4), Hydraulic presses took the place of the old manual presses to reduce the
strenuous physical work of pressing stones by hand. The new Anchor Stome puseles
currently being produced are shown in Chapter 7,
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Foger S=d. Thae modera Anchor
Sioare proafinctton frclily dn Ru-

ihols el araes A i pressés
e redl e e pirgsaced tork af

diFpa ] pjer sl
Frrasl M ST

Fuggtrre 8-5. Richeter's Vill, af
five, |'|l:'.-|'|l.:'l_ LT TR TR T P
wacifity o Mol tndf, 1973

Puzzle Production Facilities
Germany, Rudolstadt (1890-1963, 1996-today )

Richter s main office and factory complex in Rudolstadt, Germany, whene most of
the Anchor Puzzles were designed and manufactured from 1890 to 1956, is shown in
Figure 8-3, In 1957, the stone production was moved to Péretal 5, Rudolstadt (Fgure
5-3). The production of stones was stopped in 1963 but resumed in Rudolstadt in 19495
{Figure 8-4],

Anstria, Vienna (1913-1931)

Richter's Art Department moved to Vienna in 1913 and after 25 years of support-
ing Rudalstadt, the Viennese [ncility began producing their oswn designs {Figure 3-6).
The first puzzle designed and produced in Vienna in 1913 was the small Pico puzzle.
From 1916 on addibional puszles, including the 19 Viennese puzzles 216 bo 836, were
designed and manufactured in the Viennese facility until it was dosed and all its activi-

ties were miowved to Budodstadt in 193],

fi
Rudoiaraak
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Linited States, New
York (1916 - 1918)

A manufachuring facil-
ity had barely begun mak-
ing stones for the Anchor
Puzzle and building rets
in 1917 in Mew York when,
becawse of World War [
Richter's facliies were
confiscated by the US Gov-
ernment. All of Richter's
trademarks, products, and
property were sold at auc-

tion. The puxzles, building
sets, and the factory where they were manufactured were bought by the A.C. Gilbert  Figaurr 8-0. Ricifer s Diesign

it Mlaviginctiering Beilily i

Lo, Mew Haven, Connecticut.
Ve, 1973 - 1937

Russia, Sabline (1913-1914 )

Richter constructed a manufacturing factory for medicines and for stones used for
puzzles and building sots in Sablino, 24 miles from St. Petersburg. The two-story facil-
ity was opened on April 16, 1913 (Figure 5-7). The factory manufactured Anchor Stone
building sets and 18 types of puxzles for about a year before it was shut down in Au-
gust 1914, due to-World Yar 1 and never reopened.

A letter from Richter's Company to the Crown Prince of Russia, dated August 9,
1913, states that they “are sending the First production set of Anchor Stone building
blocks from Richter’s First factory o the FIRST child of Russia, jor his birthday." A

second letter from the company to the Empress of Russia, with the same date, states
Fuypare 87 Rrcfeber s marnn
fari ""i"'.': Fariiitrew o Sibdrma
ol explanation, plans and figures, for the birthday of the Successor of the Emperor of — Russa, 19131914

= oL

that they are sending "a gift af a full set of Anchor Stone Building Blodks with a manual
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Fignre 8=1. Printrers marks
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PuzziLE PRODUCTION AND SALES

Printer’s Marks

Printer's Marks first appeared on Richter’s puzzle books in 1891 and by 1898, they
were included on the lower margin of the covers of the puzrle boxes and the cover
and title page of the pusesle books. These marks are coded numbers and letters that tell
the date of printing, the guantity printed and the customer area or group of languages
included. In the Anchor Puzele below (Figure 9-1], 998 on the lower left is the date of
printing the box cower, 1899, August. The language group is “(E* (Aus-
tria, Italy and Eastern Europe), and the quantity printed is 12,000,

The vear 1900 is the only ambiguous exception to Richter's practice
of using the first bwo digits to indicate the last two digits of the year the
books were printed (Figure 9-2). Instead of using (0, Richter used "19"
towr the puzzles printed in 1900, However, at beast for the Magic Egg and
some Trouble Killer puzles, “19” means the year 1919, One method of
determining which is the correct date s to examine the Richter office
Iocations on the backside of the book cover. If the Richter offices listed
include London, or the address of the MNesw York office is 215 Pearl 5t the

book was printed in 1900. If the address of the New York office is 74-80 West Fourth 5¢.,
the year of publication is 1919,

These marks have been very useful in our historical research on Anchor Puzzles.
Unfortunately, the Printer’'s Marks were only used om the first 17 Anchor Puzzles, the
“Star” and the Mosaic Puzzles. However they were discontinued after 1924,

The printer’s marks on the litle pages of puzele problem books were collected from
32 Anchor Puzzle collectors worldwide and compiled. This data was used to make
estimates of the production quantities of the first 17 pussdes and the Star Puzzle, from
1897 unkil 1925,

Each problem book was printed in three printing runs, with the cover page, the
title page and the inside problem sections each printed separately and stored until the

|36



PuzzLe PrRoDUCTION AND SALES

complete books were assembled and included in the box with the stone pieces of the
puzzle. The boxes were then sent in lots to whaolesale distributors in various countries.
Sometimes the printing dates on the cover page and tile page differed by as much as
21h years before the books were assembled and placed in puzzle boxes to be sold.

Anchor Puzzle Production

The unique printer’s marks that were found represented about 2.6 million problem

l'lfxrm' 9-3, Anchor puzzie

books for Anchor Puzzles. During the process of collecting the data we kept track of production estimmies for 1801

o 15924,

Total Puzzie Production 1091 to 1914
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how many of the new inputs were previously unrecorded and how many were dupli-
cates of previous inputs. We realized that we could never find data for all the printings
of all the purzles. Near the end of the process about 1/4 of the input production data
was rew, 50 we believe that we have collected roughly 3/ 4 of the production quantities
from the printer’s marks. Therefore, our rough guess is that Richter produced about 3.5
to 4 million problem books, and Anchor Puezles, from 1891 until 1924.
The estimates of total production and average production per year for each puzzle
book are summarized in Figures 8-2 and 9-3. The following figures assume that all the
printed problem books were packaged with a puzzle and sold by 1925.
As seen in Figures 9-2 and 9-3, the Anchor Puzzle (Tangram) was by far the best
seller with 495,000, or an average of 14,600 produced per vear. The Circular Purzle was
The books huad e followitg sepond with evidence of 259,000 puzzles total or an average of 7,600 produced per year.
Lmgaage codes, The total production and average annual production of the Cross Puzele, the Pythago-
— ras, and the Tormentor followed in descending order. The lowest total production were
the Magic Egg and Heart puzzles, due to their late arrival, The puzzles with the lowest
annual sales, averaging below 3,000 per vear were: Mot Too Hasty, The Pabence Prover,
the Sphinx, and the Star.

We also tabulated thee printer’s marks for each costomer language from 15891
through 15898, About half of 1,165,000 books printed did not code the language during
this period including books printed for the German-speaking customers. The books
had the following language codes: {left)

From 1899 through 1924, the customer countries were divided
into just bwo groups: Eastern Europe (CE with Austria, Crecho-
slovakia, Hungary, Poland and ltaly] and International (“Int.”
countries include Germany, France, Holland, Denmark, England
amd the United States). The Printer's Marks indicated that about
%10 of the problem books were printed for International (Int.}
customers and about 1710 of the books were made for Eastern
Europe ((E) customers during this 25 vear period.

Richter's Branch Offices

The tollowing dates (left) are based on Anchor stone publica-
tions, ads, puzeles, clues found in catalogs, and other research.
Around 1915 sales offices were being built at Wroclaw, Poland,
and Cologne and Hamburg, Germany, but they were never com-
pleted because of World War L
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RicHTER's ANCHOR PuzzLE COMPETITORS AND
Cories

Richter's Anchor Stone Building Sets and puzzles were very successful, and imita-
tors appeared soon after new products were introduced. Only a few of the hundreds of
copics of Richter puzedes that have been produced around the World are shown. They
began in 15391 and continue to appear today.

“Knacker”, Briider Herrmann, Austria, 1891

Richter's first puzzle, the famous “Anchor Puzzle”, the Tangram with a German
name “Kopfzerbrecher”, came out in 1890, On October 25, 1891 an imitation of the
Anchor Pugzlo, the " Knacker”, was being advertized in the Austrian newspaper Inns-
brucker Machrichten (Figure 10-1). Produced by the Herrmann Brothers {Brider Herr-
mann] of Schimfeld, Bohemia, Austria, who also made "patented stone building sets”.
A corresponding ad for December 1892 called the copied puzzle “Knacker (Kopfaer-
brecher)” with Richter’'s German puzzle name in parentheses, perhaps to confuse cus-

tamers. It is surprising that Herrmann copied his ten problems not from the Anchor  Figure I0-1 The "Kaacker™ i
an firitadion af Richter s Anolgr
Puzzle proddivcad i 1897 biy tie
lished in Londion in 1817, This guick imitation of the Anchor puzzle indicates just how  Herrmnm Broders

Puzzle, but from The New and Fashionable Chinese Puzzle by ). and E. Wallis, pub-

sucoessful it was,

“Keller’s Diamant (Schlauberger)” Gebr.
Keller, Rudolstadt, ¢, 1907

It may seem surprising that thie first imitated skone
puzzle, “Knacker®, was produced in Austria. The reason
is due to the close business relabionship between the Her-
rmann Brothers and the Keller Brothers, By 1590, the lat-
ter had opened a small factory near the Richter factory in
Rudolstadt making building stones that were imitations
of Richter's Anchor stones. Paul and Georpg, Keller had been
employees of Richter and knew how the stones were made
[h-::; inn:nrpmra'ﬁ.h:l same new ideas of their owny, like iron
beams for stone buildings and nowvel games of stone and
became noteworthy rivals of Richter. However, in the end
they could not stand up to the competition, and in 1910,
Richter bought their business, One of the Keller brothers
retired; the other brother was rehired to work for Richier
amain.

The Keller Brothers also produced a puzsle called
Keller's Diamant (Schlauberger / Smart Bob) (Figure 10-2),

3%
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Figrre 10-2 Pryel mod Gy
Kelter's “Divomeail ™ Prizele,

. 1Y,

Fegure 10-3. Jusf Prbiemee Puzz
Iyt Dhireiiisdis Wierke, ¢ 1912

It contains a dissected circle with 15 stone pieces and it is not a copy of a Richter puzzle,

but a new design. The problem book includes 36 problems of people, animals, and ab-
stract forms,

Just Patience (Nur Geduld), Domusto-Werke, Oppurg, ¢. 1912

A mosaic-type stone puzzle namved "Nur Geduld” No. 1 was produced not far from
Rudolstadt by Domusto-Werke in Oppurg, Germany, arpvund 1912 (Figure 1i-3 ) It con-
sasted of 18 small stones, 16 large stones, and 25 problems on cards, The instructions
warn the solver that 3 of the probloms are especially difficult to sodve. The company
also made a small version of the puzzle, called, “Domusto” with only & stones, the
same size, except half the thickness as the stones in the langer puzzle (Figure 10-4). Th
problem sheet includes 18 problems.

Columbus Egg (Kolumbuksen Muna) A.B. Granitoid, Finland,
1917-1918

Granitoid's Columbus Egg Puzzle was a copy of Richter's Columbian Muzzle, in-
cluding the problem book (Figure 10-5), The A B. Granitoid QY. Company was regis-
tered by John Lundin in 1915. Because Lundin worked for the State Railway of Finland,
the law prevented him from registering a company in his own name. Granitoid, the
name chosen, was the maiden name of his wife. The company began operations in
1917, the vear he retired from the railroad and moved to Grankulla, Finland. Lundin
lived there and produced stone puzeles and blocks for fess than two years. In 1920, he
mowed to Helsingforsvigen where he continued to manufacture some toys in his base-

ment until about 1928, The company’s production was very modest and the workers
Figure 10:8. Devuinista, o G-strg  Were primarily tamily members. His products were sold in Vinters Maythings Shop in
przebe wih 18 preodblems, c 190 Helsinki.

' ; "y i i
. . 1 u._._‘:;:";p
Fienre 5. Colinrwboe Egg Przzle Ing A8 Girenibdd, Piodared, 1217

B




Ricuter's AncHor Puzzie CompreTiToRs AND CoPiEs

The Seven Stones Puzzle (Syv Klods Spillet) Denmark, 1918, 1959

The Seven Stones Puzzle is a copy of Richter's Cross Muzele, but almost all of the
148 problems are original and were designed by Danish Architect Hans Kich in 1918,
The first of three published versions of the puzzle is shown in Figure 10-6,

A revival of the puzzle occurred in 1959 when two successors appeared. The small
green “Pocket” package (2 1/2 by 2 1/8 inches) (Figure 10-7) indudes 104 problems,
It was sont out to architects, real estate developers, and contractors. The large version
in red (11 by 6 inches) (Figure 10-8) contains 84 problems and was produced about the
samie time for commercial gale. All but two ot the problems in the red book are also in
the green problem book.

Another version of Koch's puzzle was also produced in Denmark called “Sport
- 5pil - Legetoj”, by Cornelius Steffensen, Copenhagen,
Denmark, with 111 problem fgures

“Lott's Stone Puzzle”, Lott's Bricks Lid.,
England, c. 1930

In 1978, Jerry Slocum met ALY Lot who described
the history of Lott's Buttertly Puzzle and provided sever-
al samples of his purzles (Figure 10-9) as well as several
ads for Lott's Purrles {Figures 10-10 and 10817},

Mr. Lott's Father, Ernest A, Lot founder of Lott's
Bricks Ltd., of Watford, Herts, England had developed
his own formula for making stones using ltalian Marble
and chalk. He bepan making stone Butterfly puzeles
aboat 193 and produced them until 1940 when they stopped because of World War 11,
Lott's Butterfly puzzle is a copy of Richter’s Sphiny Puzzle and most of the problems
in the Problem Book are copied from Richter.

[41
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Emest A. Lott was entertained in Richter’s “Castle Villa” in Rudolstadt. Richter
tried to persuade Lot to produce stones in England, but they were too complicated for
Lott to manufacture. Richter’s Factory in England had been sold to Bing, who had pro-
duced stone building sets in Germany. It was liquidated at the beginning of World War
I. Ernest A. Lott acquired Bing's assets, incduding 20 to 30 of Richter's presses. Richter
had made each stone individually but Lott made 3 or 4 stones together on each press
at the same time. He began making boxed sets of stones in 1918, Queen Mary bought
the first bo of Lott's bricks at a British Trade Fair in 1915, An architect was consulted
on the size and shape of the stones so they were suitable to build models of cathedrals
and colleges.

The girls making the stones in the factory could produce 100 stones per hour and af-
ter World War 1, they were paid 4 pence (about B US conts] per hour. Lott believed that
the stones could only be made by hand. In the late 19605, the company was liquidated
and all of the toaling was smashed after the founder died at age 94. All of Lott’s Brick’s
records were donated to the County Library at Highcliffe, Donset, England.

Tormentor (Quiilgeist ) Harlekin Geschenke, Wiesbaden, late 1980's

The "Harlekindum"™ is a fun museum at Wiesbaden, Germany. In the second half of
the 1980, they produced a novelty or “joke article™ for their gift shop, which is related
to Richter’s Tormentor (Qualgeist) (Figure 10-12). The covers of the box and problem
book are copied from Richter’s Tormentor. The puszle pieces are not made of stone
but of colored gypsum and, as closer inspection shows, they are not the pieces of the
formentor, they are the seven Tangram pieces from the Anchor puzele (Figure 10-12),
Using the Tangram pieces, part of the problem figures trom the book can be solved and
others are impossible.

The ‘puzzle’ was made to fool the puzelens. The text at the bottom of the book's tithe
page confirms this: “HA HA" is a phonetic imitation of laughter, the "HARLEKIN®
{Harlequin} makes fun and plays tricks on people and "VERELACUH", instead of Ver-
lag {publishing house), is an artificial word alluding to the German verb “verlachen™
which means "laugh at”.

ﬂualuéeist
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Ricuter's AncHor Puzzie CompreTiToRs AND CoPiEs

Fogre 1M-13. The fenonus
curlost claricter Bebly B
o bt e adaraed B cover of thie soooden
| U [ h f I : ll I I I E \ Laicky Paussle, g (TS cajy it
IIFI

Revditer's Crms Puzzie, 1935

Lucky Puzzle, Special AstaStyle, Ja-
pan, 1935

The Cross Puzzle has been very popular in
Japan. The Lucky Puzele is the earliest [apanese
copy of Richter’s Cross Puzede that we found
{Figure 10-13}. Hanavama trademarkied the pue-
#le in 1935, The cartoon figure on the box cover
resembles Betty Boop, who was at the time a
popular Bgure in movies and newspaper comic
strips. 1t appears that the problems are copied
from the Hi-Ho Puzzle, copyrighted in 1932 by
W & M, produced by the American Record Cor-
poration in Seranton, Pennsylvania, and distrib-

uted by Mewspaper Specialties, Inc. in MNew . York: &8 ey AN
City. Since this wooden puzzle appeared, Hanayama has produced many versions of
the “Lucky Purzle” including a plastic version in 1980 with bwelve different problem

books containing more than 1100 problems,

Cross Puzzle (Jogo da Cruz ) Casa Granade, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1940's

A wversion of Richter's Cross Puzzle was used to advertise the pharmaceuticals
made by Casa Granado Laboratories in Brazil (Figure 10-14). It was made of plastic,
probably in the 19408, The problem book that accompanies the puszle incudes all 133

Figrare 10-14. As airly plastic
eersian of Bichler s Cross
Prizzle munfe in Brazil, anith
airertising mdiled fo Richler 5
el book, 1S

problems from Richter's

{ross Purzle.
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Key ANcHOR PuzzLE DATES AND SOURCES

1878  Richter and Georgens publish their wooden Tangram puzzle and
problem figures — Deutsche Spielwaren-Zeitung, June 1932,
with reference to an 1878 price list from Richter’s Publishing House,
Leipzig

1890 Anchor Puzzle - Catalog and price list, 1890

1891  Circular Puzzle - Book 1891/9, Catalog 1891

1891  Pythagoras — Book 1891/9, Catalog 1891

1891  Tormentor — Book 1891/9, Catalog 1891

1892 Cross Puzzle - Book 1892/6, Catalog 1892

1892 Star Puzzle - Book 1892/12, Catalog 1892

1893  Wrath-Breaker — Book 1893 /7, Catalog 1893

1893  Lightning Conductor — Book 1893/8, Catalog 1893

1893  Columbian Puzzle - Book 1893/8, Catalog 1893

1893 Trouble Killer - Book 1893 /8, Catalog 1893

1894  Not Too Hasty — Book 1894/4, Ads 1894, Catalog 1893

1896  Patience Prover — Book 1896/11, Ads 1896

1896  Social Game Anchor #1 - Book 1896/10, Ads 1896

1899  Goblin - Book 1899/8, Catalog 1899

1899 Sphinx - Book 1899/8, Catalog 1899

1899  Be Quiet - Book 1899/12, Catalog 1899

1899 The Nine - Book 1899/12, Catalog 1899

1911 Heart Puzzle - Book 1911/5; Catalog 1911

1912 Magic Egg - Book 1912/6, Catalog 1912

1913 Piccolo T1, T2 and T3 - Rudolstadt, Red-Beard advertising card, May

1913

1913 Picco - Vienna, Austrian Central Trademark Register, May 1913

1914  Thinking Puzzles (Tanke Puzzles) - Sweden, Date on enclosed problem
books, 1914

1914  Mosaic Puzzles No.1 and No.2 — Examples at Friedrich-Frobel-Museum,
March 1914

1915  Mosaic Puzzles No.3 and No.4 - Catalog Richters Anker-Steinbaukas-

ten, May 1915

1915  Trench Puzzle 1914/1915 - Catalog Richters Anker-Steinbaukasten, May
1915

1915  War Puzzle 1914/1915 — Inference: Swiss version (Olten) of Trench
Puzzle

1916  Zoo Puzzle - Olten price list, June 1916

1916  Black-Yellow Cross Puzzle - Vienna catalog, 1916

1916  Merry Animals mosaic puzzle - Vienna catalog, 1916

1916  Fairy Tale Pictures problems - Vienna catalog, 1916

1917 and 1918 Viennese Puzzles #18 to #36 — Inference from price lists of
1917 and 1918

1917 Anchor Puzzle made in New York — Copyright 1917 on puzzle

1917 Wooden Anchor puzzles - Problem books dated 1916 and 1917
1921 Octagon - Vienna price list, 1921
1922 Max & Moritz — Anker-Zeitung Nr. 5, October 1922
1922 Flower Puzzle - Illustrated price list from Toy and Fancy Goods Trader,
London, 1922
1922 APuzzle Drive box/book cover (#1-17) - Illustrated price
list T&FGT, London, 1922
1922 Mosaic Puzzle No.4 makeover - Illustrated price list T&FGT, London,
1922
1924 Mosaic Puzzle No.1 to No.3 makeover — Date on boxes
1925 Fairy Tale Pictures as independent puzzle — Rudolstadt catalog,
October 1925
1925  White Beard box cover  (#1-17) - German Trade Mark Register, July
1925
1932 Anchor Puzzle Series 1 (Family) - Price list of January 1932
1932 Anchor Puzzle Series 2 (Family) - Price list of January 1932
1932 Puzzles #18-36 are named - Booklet of Anchor Puzzle Series 2
1932 Original Richter Series 1 - Inference
1934  Wizard and Black Cat Box/Book (#1-17, 28, 31) - Inference
1936  Keram Richter puzzles (#24 and 28) - Inference
1953 Anchor Puzzle Series 1 (Genie) — VEB price list of 1953
1954 Anchor Puzzle Series 2 (Pipe Smoker) - VEB price list of 1954
1954 Picco - VEB flier Anker-Geduldspiele of 1954
1955  Question Tan - Proof print dated January 1955
1955  Question Blue / Question Green — Inference from proof
print for Question Tan
1963 Anchor Puzzle (SIO-Dutch) - Inference from VEB factory
files
1963 Anchor puzzles in plastic box - Inference from VEB
factory files
1996 Anchor Puzzle (Modern) - Date from factory
1997  Columbian Puzzle (Modern) - Date from
factory
1998  Circular Puzzle (Modern) - Date from factory
2000  Wrath Breaker (Modern) - Date from factory
2001  The Nine (Modern) - Date from factory
2001  Heart Puzzle (Modern) - Date from factory
2003  Watch Out (Modern) - Date from factory
2003 Just Courage (Modern) - Date from factory
2005  The Nine (125" Anniversary) - Date September 2005 on box
2009  Schiller’s Head - Date from factory
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INDEX

A.C. Gilbert 104, 135
All's Well that Ends Well puzzle 95
Anchor Puzzle 20 - 31, 103, 104, 126, 128
Anchor Puzzle of New York 103
Anchor Puzzle Production 137

Anchor Puzzle Series 1
Anchor Puzzle Series 2

114 - 116, 121, 122
114, 115, 122,123

Anchor Puzzle trade card 29
Anker Zeitung magazine 82,107
Archimedes puzzle 95
Art Deco style 111 - 113
Art Nouveau style 65 - 69
Artists and Art styles 63-69,73
Austrian weekend magazine 101
Bakalar, Dr. Eduard 9
Barbarossa, Emperor Friedrich I 81, 82
Bayer, Dr. Lydia 8
Be Quiet puzzle 61
Bibliography 147
Black-Yellow Cross Puzzle 91, 93, 106
Blind, Sphinx for the 60
Catalog, American 72
Catalog, German 76
Circular Puzzle 32-35,128
Cleveland, Grover 29
Columbian Puzzle 48,49, 128
Columbus Egg by Granitoid 140
Copernicus puzzle 96
Cross Breaker 41
Cross Puzzle 40, 41
Cross Puzzle by Casa Granado 143
Diagram of 36 numbered puzzles 100, 122
Diamant (Schlauberger) by Keller 139
Difficulty to solve puzzles 73,101
Domusto by Domusto-Werke 140
Dutch SIO Anchor Puzzles 126, 127
Eureka puzzle 99
Fairy Tale Pictures Puzzle 92,93
Flower Puzzle, The 108, 109
For Smart People puzzle 99
Frans Joseph, Emperor 91, 106
Fricke, Albert Paul 104, 110
Frobel, Friedrich 16, 20
Froebel Gifts 16,17
Gebhardt, Dieter 9
Georgens, Jan Daniel 14,18 - 21, 23,24
Gnomes style 65
Goblin puzzle, The 57,102
Gratis books 32,33
Hamley’s puzzle 79
Haste Makes Waste puzzle 96, 101
Have Courage puzzle 97,118
He, Who Takes Chances, Wins 98, 101
Heart Puzzle, The 70,71, 128
Hippocratic Four Temperments 112
Historicism art style 63-69
Illustrierte Zeitung magazine 66, 67
Just Courage! puzzle 97,129
Just Patience by Domusto-Werke 140
Keram Factory 116
Keram Richter 117
Key Anchor Puzzle Dates 147

Knacker by the Hermann Bros. 139
Kunze, C.L.A. 17
Kurtze, Dr. Max 8,9, 26, 40, 58, 61, 105, 109
Languages Used in Puzzle books 138
Lapwing Bird’s Egg 98
Lightning Conductor 46, 47,102
Lilienthal Brothers Patent 14, 23,132
Little Devil puzzle 99
Lott’s Stone Puzzle by Lott Brick Co. 141
Lucky Puzzle by Hanayama 143
Magic Egg 72,73,130
Magician puzzle 99
Making the Anchor Stones 132
Max & Moritz puzzle 107, 108
Merry Animals Puzzle 92,93
Meyerheim, Paul 66, 68, 69
Moller, Richard 9, 26,40, 58, 61, 105, 121
Mosaic Puzzles 85- 87,91-93,107, 108,
111 - 114

Naming Anchor Puzzles 100, 118
Nasty Seven 97
National Institute for the Blind 60
New Anchor Logo 128
New Anchor Stone Puzzles 128
New German Package 77
New York Anchor Puzzle 103, 104
Nine puzzle, The 56,102, 128
Not Too Hasty 52
Numbering Anchor puzzles 75,76, 100
Octagon Puzzle 91, 106
Original Richter Series 1 116, 117
Original Richter single puzzles 117
Pastime puzzle 98
Patent Medicine 10, 11, 118
Patience Prover 53

Piccolo & Picco puzzles 78 - 80, 87,124
Picture Index 149 - 152
Picture problem books25, 26, 31, 32, 35 - 39, 46,
47

Pipe Smoker 114, 115, 123, 130
Plastic Box Anchor Puzzle 126
Playhouse Richter’s Villa 127,128
Printer’s marks 27,136
Publishing Business 10, 12

Puzzle Boom 105
Puzzle Drive Anchor puzzles109, 110, 111, 113,
119

Puzzle Production & Sales 136, 137
Pyramid puzzle 96
Pythagoras Puzzle 36, 37

Question Mark puzzles (Tan, Green, Blue) 124,
125
Razzle Dazzle puzzle 97
Red-Beard puzzles81, 82, 94, 100 - 103, 105, 114,
121

Renaissance of Anchor Stones 127,128
Reorganization of the Anchor plant 107
Richter facilities 13,21, 131, 134
Richter Keram 116
Richter, Dr. Oskar 9,82
Richter, Friedrich Adolf 10

Richter’s Art Department 42, 43, 55, 65, 82, 134

Richter’s Branch Offices 138
Richter’s death 70
Richter’s Hotel & Spa 83
Richter’s Puzzle Competitors 139
Richter’s Social Game Anchor 54, 55
Richter’s stone building sets 14,15

Richter’s Villa 127,128,131, 134
Rudolstadt Anchor Stone Factory 12,134, 127

Russian Anchor Puzzles 43
Russian facilities 135
Schiller, Friedrich von 130
Schiller’s Head Puzzle 130
Schneider, Dr. Oskar 34,55
Schneider, Erich 8
Second books 33
Selchow & Righter 28,29
Series 1 Puzzle 114 - 116,121 - 123
Series 2 Puzzle 123
Seven Stones Puzzle by Koch 141
SIO Anchor Puzzles 126, 127
Solution books 62
Solutions 144-146
Sphinx for the Blind, 60
Sphinx puzzle 58, 59
Star Puzzle 42,43
Swedish Thinking puzzles 84, 85,110
Swiss War Puzzle 89
Tablet laying (T4felchenlegen) 12, 85
Tangram 17 - 24,26
The Nine puzzle 56
Tormentor by Harlekin Geschenke 142
Tormentor puzzle, The 38, 39
Toy and Fancy Goods Trader 108
Trench Puzzle, The 87 - 90
Trouble Killer puzzle 50, 51
Union Stone Puzzles 110, 111
VEB Anchor Works 120-123, 126
VEB(K) Anchor Stone puzzles 125 -127, 133
Vest pocket puzzles 78 - 80,124
Vienna facility 82,91, 93, 94, 116, 134, 135

Viennese Puzzles 81, 82,94, 100, 101, 105, 106,
111, 113, 114, 118

Viennese Seccession style 76
Watch Out! puzzle 95, 129
White Beard Anchor Puzzles 110, 111, 113, 119

Wilhelm II, Emperor 87 -89
Wizard & African Boy 76, 82,119,121
Wizard & Black Cat puzzles 119, 120
Wooden Anchor Puzzles 102
World War1 87 - 89,101, 102, 104 - 106, 108,
109, 111, 120

World War IT 102, 119 - 121
Worry Stopper puzzle 96
Wrath Breaker 44, 45,128
Zeppelin puzzle 98
Zoo Puzzle, The 89,90
Zwijnenberg, Peter 9
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Anchor Puzzles 1 to 1-17
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PicTurE INDEX

Anchor Puzzles 1-17 to 32
1-17 Whila Beard Box Cover  Fistsold ca 1835

ur Muai

Sea page 113 Firsl sold 18917 - 18
, Sbe page 57
Archimesas Bésa Siaban
First soid 1917 - 18 = First sold 1917 - 18
Sen pageE 05 = | Se8 page o7
'\'. \
ds Well Ende Gut, Alles Gut Rira Rars
| Firat =0id 1817 - 18 =1 Firgl sold 1817 - 18
o | 508 page ok Bee page of
uill
Pasg Aufl Fiisch Gawagt
= |First Sod 1817 - 18 First sold 1917 - 18
/Eulpq;ugﬁ. =, @ page o7

Eile k& Weile
First sold 1817 - 18

Failvarninaibar
__ First sold 1917 - 18

w5 pRge 58
<

=18

el
First sold 1917 - 18

95&! page ca

. First soig 1817 - 18
'-,II So0 page G0

First sold 1917 - 18
Spe pago 58

A2 He Who Takes Chancea Wine Wer Wagl, Gewinm
r First sold 1917 - 18
Gae page &8
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Anchor Puzzles 33 to 36 Anchor Puzzles Series

Fur Khuge Levie Anchor Puzzle Series 1 Sl 24, 28, 31, 32
Firsd sold 1817 - 18 s | g First sold 1532
See page 08 Ses page 115

_ Hemanmiaistar Anchor Puxzie Series 2 Pips Smokar

First sold 1817 = 18 First sold 1832
See page 90 See page 115

Tautaichan Original Richter Serles 1 Set ol 24, 28, 31, 22

o S e First sold 1917 - 18 E Firgi sold 2,1932

See page 00 Sae page 116

Heurehn Keram Richier (34, 28)  First sald 6.1838

| First sold 1917 - 18 See page 117
Sen page 00

Firsa pold . 1932 . .
Sea page 119 Piccolo/Picco Puzzles

Pioccobo Nr. 1

Firsd gokd 1955
Sea pags 125

First gokd 1955
Sea page 125

[Firsd sodd 1855
Ses pape 124
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PicTurRE INDEX

Rare Anchor Puzzles

Firgl soid 1814
See page g4

32, 34 Dutch Anchor PL{BIO) Ancer-Gaduldspel
Firsd soid . 1863
Ses page 127
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