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ANIMAL WELFARE POLICY  
& RESPONSIBLE SOURCING

Here at Untouched World™ our ethos is simple. We want to create beautiful, easy wear, easy care clothing that will be 

enjoyed for years to come. Garments that not only make you feel good inside and out, but are also easy on the earth. 

Quality and sustainability are non-negotiables for us.

We are 100% committed to animal welfare, responsible land management and full transparency in our supply chain.

When sourcing our animal and plant-based fibres, we look for the highest level of certification, including:

• The highest standards of animal welfare

• Best practice in regenerative farming

• Traceability of all materials from farm gate to finished product

As a minimum standard, we are committed to The Five Freedoms of animal welfare:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst

2. Freedom from discomfort

3. Freedom from pain, injury, and disease

4. Freedom to express normal behaviour

5. Freedom from fear or distress

REGENERATIVE FARMING
Regenerative farming in essence is putting back more than you take. The loss of the planet’s fertile soil and 

biodiversity, along with the degradation of native seeds and knowledge, pose a threat to our people and planet. 

Regenerative farming doesn’t just cause no harm to the land, but it actually improves it, revitalising the soil and 

environment to better care for the animals and people that live on it.

At Untouched World, we are committed to supporting regenerative farming practices throughout our supply chain.

TRACEABILITY REQUIREMENTS
We’ve partnered with Merino New Zealand (ZQrx certification provider) to source our merino directly from Glenthorne 

Station. We cannot source the other fibres we use directly, so in that case the mills we work with are required to 

provide us with evidence that their animal welfare and land management practices meet 3rd party certification 

requirements. 
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OUR ANIMAL FIBRES

Our Merino
We know that more needs to be done to ensure a positive future for the planet. It’s no longer just about producing 

ethical wool, but wool that is bettering the environment and improving personal and community well-being. ZQrx is a 

new and improved standard, driving a shift towards a regenerative movement in which growers aim to give more than 

they take at a meaningful scale. 90% of the merino wool we use in our collections is sourced from Glenthorne Station, 

a ZQrx certified farm in the beautiful Canterbury high country, just a couple of hours away from our workrooms. 

Glenthorne merino is grown to the highest standards of animal, social and environmental welfare. Our job, as partners 

and consumers, is to continue supporting growers like Glenthorne, and set the bar for the rest of the market. We 

fully believe by working together to create meaningful changes, we can help to shape a kinder, more positive future, 

leaving the planet in a better state than how we found it.

Our Ecopossum™
Legally classified as pests, the brushtail possum is New Zealand’s biggest ecological threat. It is only found in 

Australasia and was introduced to New Zealand in 1837 from Australia. In their native Australian environment, 

possums do not pose a threat, but in New Zealand they have no natural predators. Much of the control of possums 

has been through broadcast toxic chemicals, which New Zealand wants to reduce or eliminate. By utilising brushtail 

possum fibre, we are helping to minimise the impact of these pests on native flora and fauna without the use of toxic 

chemicals.

Why are possums a threat?

• Possums eat their way through 17,000 tonnes of native vegetation each night, leaving just bare branches

• The damage is so severe, possums can kill entire forests by defoliation within 20 years

• With no flowers, berries or nectar left, native bird populations have nothing to eat

• Possums are omnivores and also consume the eggs and chicks of our endangered native bird species

• They attack adult birds in the nest in order to reach the chicks and eggs

• Several new species of native birds have become endangered, largely due to possums

• They prey upon our rare native invertebrates such as weta and land snails

New Zealand has strict laws managed by the Ministry for Primary Industries on how to trap and humanely kill 

possums. Pest control methods in New Zealand have been assessed against 5 aspects of animal welfare. Trappers 

not complying with these rules are persecuted. 

Our Mohair
Our Mohair yarn is sourced through a mill in Italy. They work closely with the Textile Exchange organisation and 

source their mohair fibre in accordance with the Responsible Mohair Standard (RMS). The RMS recognises best 

practices in farming and ensures that mohair fibre sourced under this certification comes from farms that have a 

progressive approach to managing their land and protecting soil health, biodiversity and native species. 

They practice holistic respect for animal welfare, based around the Five Provisions, and protect the social welfare of 

their workers. A professional third-party certification body audits each stage in the supply chain to ensure the identity 

of RMS mohair is maintained at all times, from farm to final product. 
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Our Alpaca
Our Alpaca yarn is sourced through a mill in Italy. They work closely with the Textile Exchange organisation and 

have their alpaca fibre sourced with the Responsible Alpaca Standard (RAS). The RAS works with industry fibre 

providers to ensure that alpaca fibres come from farms that have a progressive approach to managing their land, 

practice holistic respect for animal welfare of the alpaca and respect the Five Provisions of animal welfare. The RAS 

certification provides a robust chain of custody system from farm to final product and sets an industry benchmark 

that will drive improvements in animal care, social welfare and land management. 

FIBRES NO LONGER SOURCED 
At Untouched World we are continuously improving our standards that we live by. That is why we have decided to 

no longer use Angora rabbit fibre. Some stocks from raw materials already on our shelf will still be displaying on our 

website, however we no longer use this fibre in our sourcing going forward.  

We don’t actively source leather in our own collections, however some complementary lines we stock have used 

leather from time to time in small ways. We require any leather used to be vegetable tanned and comply with the 

New Zealand rights on animal welfare. 

Exotic animal leathers and furs are banned. 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS
At Untouched World, we only work with suppliers that comply with all global, country and local laws and regulations 

regarding animal welfare.

Untouched World Ltd will review this policy every three years.


