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Johannes Guttenberg started 
the first communications rev-
olution when he used move-

able lead type to print text, a par-
adigm shift from full pages carved 
into wood blocks to individual 
pieces of type lined up to make a 
page of text. And yet, as our world 
becomes more and more digital, 
there’s another revolution — cel-
ebrating the handmade. If you’ve 
ever felt the difference between 
handmade paper and commercial 
paper, seen hand set type’s impres-
sion on an invitation or wondered 
how a book was held together, 
BookArtsLA can provide answers. 

BookArtsLA is a stu-
dio and workshop space 
devoted to engaging the 
public in the appreciation 
of hand printing, hand 
binding and the collect-
ing all types of handmade 
books. Since 2014, this 
nonprofit has been teach-

ing Los Angeles to print, make 
sheets of paper, and bind 
books.  Our 1,600 square foot 
space houses letterpresses, a 
bindery and workspace for up 
to 20 students.

We say, “Anyone can make 
a book”. Through workshops, 
students learn how to make 
books and paper objects by 
hand. They make or decorate 
paper and, from it, create 
notecards, posters, books, 
boxes, portfolios and more.  
We offer classes in paper-
making, hand printing (using 
antique printing presses) and 
hand binding. Instructors are selected from a diverse group of local 
and international artists.

In addition to workshops, BookArtsLA offers community events, 
including our annual Holiday Fair on December 1 and our Open 
House. At the Holiday Fair, one can tour the facility and also buy spe-
cial unique holiday gifts. At our Open House, visitors can try their 
hand at a simple binding, make a piece of paper or print a postcard.

Find more information about BookArtsLA including a full list of 
workshops, details about each class and the instructors, and a cal-
endar of events on our website https://bookartsla.org or email  
info@bookartsla.org.

Sue Kaplan is a long-time Venice resident and  
a founding board member for BookArtsLA.

Make a Book:
BookArtsLA brings back hand printing and binding
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Master printer Johanna Drucker 
setting text at April Is Poetry 
Month event
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We’ll leave you floored!
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