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As you will see, it is amazing what can
be created when we give children and
schools the opportunity to have free
rein.

This presentation demonstrates what
happens when young children let their
imagination run wild. The schools
created games, bookmarks,
decorations, stories and cards, all
related to Christmas. They showed
empathy, concern and a genuine desire
to make the children in our local
Refuge feel supported and cared for.

Although RotaKids is aimed at KS2 children (age 6 to
11), many schools involved their younger children,
aged from 3 upwards. These younger children will
become the RotaKids of the future.



 

REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 10575789 

The first Rotary KidsOut National Day Out took place 25 years ago on the 13th June 1990 for 
only a couple hundred children. Organised by Kingston Rotary Club and Littlewoods 
organisation it proved so successful that the next year it was spread across the UK. Today 
KidsOut partners with Rotary to take more than 25,000 disadvantaged children on our 
National Day Out each year and thousands more through Fun Days. Through these initiatives 
KidsOut has taken hundreds of thousands of children on a fun day and provided thousands 
more with a Toy Box. 
  
Whatever their disadvantage, KidsOut brings fun and excitement into children’s lives as well 
as hope for a better future. Believing that every young person has a right to happiness, through 
its life-changing work KidsOut plays a key role in shaping the future for the better. 
 
Sadly this year, due to Covid, the National Festive Day Out had to be cancelled so there is a 
new initiative. 
 
The Rotary Christmas Toy Box initiative will provide children who have fled domestic violence 
and are living in refuge with a brand new box of toys to support mental health and make the 
world a little kinder. 
 
Each box will cost £25 to fund and will contain over £80 of brand new toys designed to promote 
social and educational development and family bonding. 

 
The Rotary Club of Retford has purchased twenty boxes to give to children in our local 
refuge. We would like ten of the boxes (one for each school) to be sent on behalf of our 
RotaKids schools; each box will be branded with ‘Retford Rotary RotaKids’. We see 
this as the perfect example for your RotaKids to serve in a community project that 
creates an awareness of Service Above Self (The Rotary Motto). All we ask is that as a 
school, you discuss how some children will have very little at Christmas.  KidsOut are 
willing to pass on any artwork (maybe Christmas cards), poetry or writing that derive 
from these discussions, to the local refuge. We, as RotaReps, are happy to collect the 
work from you.  The date for collection will be on or before the 4th December. 
Alternatively, you may wish children to perform an act of kindness to others in school 
or at home, and record this in some way. 

 
You can find more about KidsOut on their website: https://www.kidsout.org.uk 

 
 

With thanks for your ongoing support, 
Linda Crossland, RotaKids Lead, 

The Rotary Club of Retford 

 





































And finally……. 
a story from 
one of the 
children:








