
BARBADOS IMPORT DUTY & TAXES (VEHICLES) 

Import Duty 
Barbados is a full member of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and as such, has 
implemented Common External Tariff for used vehicles; for motor vehicles: 45%


Excise Tax 
Excise duty is charged (46.95, 64.35, 76.34, or 93.73%, depending on the engine capacity and 
chargeable value)


Motor Vehicles falling under H.S. Heading No. 87.03 whose engine capacity is 1,800cc or more 
and have a chargeable value exceeding $45,000 - rate of excise tax is 120%


Motor vehicles for the transport of goods (H.S. Heading No. 87.04) will be taxed as follows:


a. Where the gross vehicle weight does not exceed 5 tons and where the chargeable value 
does not exceed $45,000, the rate of excise tax is 62.77%


b. Where the gross vehicle weight does not exceed 5 tons and where the chargeable value 
exceeds $45,000, the rate of excise tax is 80.16%


c. Where the gross vehicle weight exceeds 5 tons, the rate of excise tax is 10% 


VAT 
The Value Added Tax is currently levied at 17.5% on most used cars imported into Barbados


Environmental Levy 
Additional 1% environmental levy is also imposed. All used vehicles imported in containers 
incur a 0.75% environmental levy of Cost, Insurance, and Freight (CIF) rate value


Payment of Duty and Taxes 
The Customs Department will release your vehicle after all import requirements have been 
fulfilled, including the payment of duties and taxes. After receiving your payment, the computer 
system will print a detailed statement on the copies of your Customs Declaration. You will 
receive copies of the Customs Declaration with the printed statement. One of the copies will 
serve as your receipt


Some of the documents that must be presented to Customs when vehicle arrives in Barbados:


• Bills of lading depending on the method of import

• The CARICOM document invoice (the Commercial Invoice is acceptable if all of the required 

information is present)

• The supplier's invoice documenting all items in the shipment

• The C-60 form which is a declaration of particulars relating to Customs Value

• The C-63 form that indicates the items shipped, the weight, the shipper, the tariff code, etc., 

must also be attached


NB: This information is only for your reference. For up-to-date information please visit 
your governmental official source.
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