
Housing 
Royal python require a wooden vivarium as their enclosure. This is because wood is an 
excellent insulator of heat and so a wooden vivarium will make it easier to control the 
crucial temperatures required inside the habitat. Other enclosures such as glass 
terrariums are far too efficient at releasing heat. The wooden vivarium should have good 
ventilation to allow air flow in and out of the enclosure. 
 
The royal python's vivarium should be between 24 inches and 36inches in length 
depending on the age of your snake. There are 2 main reasons for this; firstly royal 
pythons are not small reptiles and can easily grow to 4ft in length, sometime a little 
longer. The vivarium needs to have a enough length to allow for the creation of a 
temperature gradient. The enclosure needs to be warm at one end but have enough 
distance for the temperature to drop at the cool end. We tend to use heat pads in smaller 
enclosers and supplement with ceramics in bigger enclosers if needed. 

Heating 
Royal pythons require a warm basking area but a near constant air temperature. A basking 
area of 88f or 31c to 95f or 35c and cool end of around 86f or 30cl. this can be created using 
a ceramic heat emitter or heat pad of sufficient size ( usually 50% of the enclosers floor 
space). Ceramics radiate top down heat but produce no light. This bulb should be 
protected with a bulb guard and controlled by a good quality pulse proportional 
thermostat. Heat mats produce under floor heating which is great for heating enclosers 
and aiding in digestion. The choice is yours, there is still ongoing debate as to which is 
best amongst snake keepers, we however prefer mats. Regardless the temperature can 
remain constant day and night so there is no need to turn off your heating equipment. 
Temperatures should be monitored regularly using a thermometer to prevent potential 
health issues arising. 
 
As Royal pythons are a nocturnal species of snake, lights are not completely necessary. 
However, using a UVB bulb on a timer 12/12 can help simulate a natural light cycle and 
provide light to see your snake with that will also aid in its overall health.  

Decoration 
Royal pythons can be kept on coarse orchid bark, aspen or beech chips, the humidity 
inside the vivarium should be kept at 50%-60%. This should be monitored as some 
substrate can amplify the overall humidity, try to keep it in this window for optimum 
health. A large bowl big enough for your snake to fully submerge should be enough to 
maintain this humidity and will aid in healthy shedding. 
 
Whilst any loose substrate has the potential to be accidentally swallowed, we have found 
this to not be a problem with coarse beech woodchips or orchid bark and that is what we 
keep our royal pythons on. It is also very easy to clean, (orchid bark tends to increase 
humidity more than beech chips so correct ventilation is crucial) you will need to decide 
for yourself what works best for you, your home and your snake. 



Whilst royal pythons are not an arboreal snake, they do like to climb on top of things to 
survey their surroundings. The vivarium should be decorated with various pieces 
of wood to enable them to do this. 
 
The royal python vivarium can be decorated with artificial plants for a more natural look, 
or can even be kept in a bio set up for the ultimate natural feel. A hiding spot at each end 
of the enclosure will allow the snake to move freely and thermoregulate without feeling 
insecure which can also lead to feeding strikes. 

Diet & Water 
As hatchlings, royal pythons should be fed weekly on defrosted pinkie mice, as the snake 
grows the food size should be increased until the snake is taking either extra-large mice, 
all the way up to potentially large rats. Adult royal pythons can be fed once every two 
weeks as they can become overweight if fed weekly. Regardless of size the maximum size 
of food offered should never exceed the fattest point or girth. 

A water bowl large enough for the snake to get in to should be provided on the cool end of 
the enclosure with fresh dechlorinated water daily. 

Cleaning 

Royals, as with most pets, require a clean environment to thrive. We recommend a spot 
clean as often as necessary and a full clean every 4 weeks or so. If you are keeping the 
snake in a bio-active enclosure you can spot clean and monitor the enclosure. It may still 
be a good item to change out the bedding a few times per year. 

When cleaning the enclosure, you should remove your animal, all decorations and all of 
the bedding. Once the enclosure is clear you can spray it all over with a reptile 
friendly disinfectant. These usually work very quickly and only need to be left for around 
30 seconds, instructions can normally be found on the disinfectants packaging. Once the 
disinfectant has done its work it can be wiped away from the surfaces with a paper towel. 
In some cases, you might want to repeat this process a second time to ensure that the 
enclosure is thoroughly cleaned. 
Your decorations can be cleaned in a similar method, simply spray them down with the 
disinfectant and rinse thoroughly with hot water before drying them off and putting them 
back into the enclosure.  

 


