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Buckfast Butterfl ies & 
Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Enjoy your visit...







Buckfast Butterfly
Farm and 

Dartmoor Otter
Sanctuary

Welcome to Buckfast Butterfly
Farm and Dartmoor Otter
Sanctuary. We hope you will
enjoy your visit today and that
you have fun finding out about
the different animals that live
here. You will also discover
what can be done to help
animals in the wild.

Many different animals are in
danger because of changes to
their natural homes.

Some animals at the Butterfly
Farm and the Otter Sanctuary
are now difficult to find in the
wild. The land where these
animals live is often used by
people because the world's
population is growing all the
time. As more houses, roads
and factories are built we must
make sure that animals still
have a place to live in the wild.

Butterfly Farm Word search

bird
butterfly
caterpillar 
egg 
fish
flower 
leaf 
moth 
plant 
quail

Otter Crossword
Across

1 A place where otters can be 
found at Buckfastleigh. (9)

3 A baby otter - - - no teeth when
it is born. (3)

6 A mammal which lives on land 
and catches its food in the 
water. (5)

7 An otter's favourite food. (3)

8 Another name for baby otters. (4)

10 Otters like to sit in the - - - to 
dry their fur. (3)

11 An otter can close this part of 
its body under water. (3)

Down

2 Every otter's home must be near 
one. (5)

3 The name for otters' homes. (5)

4 The Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary 
can be found - - Buckfastleigh. (2)

5 A type of fish which otters like to 
eat at the Sanctuary. (5)

9 If an otter cannot - - - clearly in 
muddy water, it will use its 
whiskers to sense a fish. (3)

habitat: The place in the natural world where a creature lives







The Butterfly Farm
While you are in the Butterfly
Farm look closely at the plants
and animals. Please do not touch
anything or walk on the flower
beds.

The information on the display
boards and plant labels will help
you to answer the following
questions.

1 Find somewhere to stand quietly
and look around you. It is like 
being in a jungle.
Describe what you can see, hear
and feel.

3 Find a thermometer.
Draw a diagram to show the 
temperature today.

2 It is much hotter inside the 
Butterfly Farm than it is outside.
Why is this?

4 Find a humidity meter. 
Draw a diagram to show the 
humidity today.

Humidity the presence of water in the air
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6 Butterflies lay their eggs in groups.
Where are the eggs normally laid?

On the top of a leaf
On the underside of a leaf
On the stem of a plant
(Tick the right answer)

7 Inside the Butterfly Farm there is
plenty of food for butterflies and
caterpillars to eat.
What  do  caterpillars eat?

8 Caterpillars protect themselves
against their enemies in different
ways. 

Think about how they do this, and
answer the following questions. 

(a)  do they protect themselves?

(b) Do some caterpillars have
spikes on their bodies.

Yes           No

(c) Are some caterpillars green like
a leaf. 

Yes       No 

(d) Some caterpillars have bright
warning patterns on their bodies. 

Yes       No 

(Tick the right answers)

5 The life cycle of a butterfly
Finish the life cycle by drawing the
missing pictures and writing in the
missing words.

The Butterfly Farm

Look closely on the plants for eggs
and caterpillars.

chrysalis   the hard case in which a caterpillar turns into a butterfly
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The Butterfly Farm

9 Go to the butterfly hatching area.  
See if you can spot any butterflies  
hatching.

Draw a picture of a chrysalis here.

10 How do butterflies protect 
themselves against their 
enemies?

11 Butterflies use a long, curly 
tongue like a drinking straw to    
feed. This tongue is called a 
proboscis. See if you can spot 
a butterfly feeding.
What do butterflies feed on?

12 What part of their bodies do 
butterflies use to smell?

13 Pesticides and chemical    
sprays are not used to control 
pests inside the Butterfly  
Farm.    Why is this?

ColouringPageColouringPage

pesticides poisonous chemicals which are used to kill insect pests on
crops and other plants



The Butterfly Farm

14 Now find the terrapins. You can 
see from their home that terrapins 
live on land and in water.

What name is given to an animal 
which lives on land and in water?

Fish

Amphibian

Mammal

(Tick the right answer)

15 The small birds you can see are 
called quail. They act as pest 
controllers.

Watch them carefully, then write
down two things that quail eat.

16 Finish this picture of a quail.

Well done! You have now finished the part of the Workbook about
life inside the Butterfly Farm.



The Otter Sanctuary

Please be quiet while you are in the
Otter Sanctuary. Loud noises may
frighten the otters into their holts
(homes) where they cannot be seen.

The information on the display
boards will help you to answer the
following questions.

1 Where are otters normally found 
in the wild?
In the desert     
In the Antarctic   
Near a clean river 
(Tick the right answer)

2 Which species of otter can be 
found at the Otter Sanctuary?

(a)

(b)

(c)

3 What do wild otters use to mark 
their territory?
Their droppings
Piles of leaves
Display signposts 

(Tick the right answer)

4 Write down some names of  the    
otters in the Otter Sanctuary.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

5 Which is the largest species of 
otter in the world and which is 
the smallest?

Largest

Smallest

territory   an area where an animal lives which it usually defends
against others

A polluted river
Would an otter like to live here?
Use tracing paper to draw on top of this picture, do not draw the
rubbish.
Now draw an otter in the clean water.
Would it like to live here?



The Otter Sanctuary
6 Write down five things which 

otters eat in the wild.
(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

8 Otters bodies
are adapted for
swimming in the
water. Watch the
otters  swimming.

Which parts of
their body do they
use to help them
swim?

(a) Their front legs
Yes                No

(b) Their back legs
Yes                No

(c) Their tails
Yes                No

(Tick the right answers)

7 What do the otters in the Otter 
Sanctuary eat?

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

9 Now go to the under water
viewing area and watch an otter
swimming.

Do you think
you could 
stay under 
water for as 
long as an 
otter? 

Yes           No
(Tick the right answer)

adapted   having special features which help particular actions

Activities for Younger ChildrenActivities for Younger Children

Spot the difference. 
These two pictures are not the same.

Draw a circle around the 7 differences.

Find the otter in this picture and colour it in.



The Otter Sanctuary
10 Otters bodies are adapted to 

help themcatch their food under 
water. 

11 Look inside the holts (homes). 
What are the otters using as 
bedding?

12 What would otters use for 
bedding in the wild?

Look at the diagram and explain
what is special about each part of
the body.

13 Look at the pens where the 
otters in the Otter Sanctuary 
live. How have the pens been 
made like an otter's territory in 
the wild?

Well done! You have now finished
the part of the Workbook about the
Otter Sanctuary.

territory     an area where an animal lives which it usually defends
against others

Finish this picture

Follow the lines to find out which one leads to the fish

Activities for Younger ChildrenActivities for Younger Children

Help the otter
find the fish



Back in the classroom

The Butterfly Farm

The Butterfly Farm is home to
animals from many
different countries.

Some species of
butterfly that you can
see here can also be
found in the wild in
Britain.

Some butterflies and
moths live only
where it is very
warm and are not
normally found in
Britain.

1 Draw a line to 
match each 
butterfly with the 
country where it 
lives in the wild.

2 What type of 
animals are 
butterflies and 
moths?

Insects  
Reptiles  

Mammals 

(Tick the right answer)

3 How many legs do butterflies
and  moths have?

species  animals or plants of one particular kind

Back in the classroom
The Otter Sanctuary

4 Can you think of any other
nocturnal animals?
(a)

(b)

(c)

5 (a) Draw arrows on the map to
show where otters are most
common.

5 (b) Why is this?

Over the centuries, otters have
been hunted almost to extinction.
However, it is now against the law
to kill, hurt or capture an otter in
England or Wales.

6 What is being done to help 
the British otter?

7 Which organisation protects 
wildlife, including otters, by 
making sure that factories do not 
pollute British rivers with 
chemicals?

E  -  -  i r  -  -  m  -  -  t

A

8 What can you do to help the
British otter?

Well done! You have now
finished the classroom work on
the Otter Sanctuary.

Extinction  the dying out of a species of living thing and its
complete disappearance from the earth forever

Peacock Butterfly

Zebra Butterfly



Back in the classroom

The Butterfly Farm
There are many different types of
butterflies and moths in the world.
About 60 species of butterfly and
moth are found in Britain. Some are
so rare that you would be lucky to
spot them in the wild.

The differences between
butterflies and Moths

5 Look at the table to find out the 
missing words. Write  below the 
missing words in the gaps. One 
answer has been given to help you.

Antennae (feelers)                have
antennae which are usually club-
shaped. _____________ have
feathery antennae.

Body shape Butterflies have thin
bodies. The bodies of moths are
fatter and are often covered with

Wings
When butterflies rest, their wings
are folded

Resting moths __________ their
wings or fold them alongside their
bodies.

Flight times
Butterflies fly during the ________
but moths usually fly at _________

4 Why have some species of 
butterfly become rare?

Missing words
day night

Butterflies hairs spread
Moths upwards

Well done! You have now
finished the classroom work on
the Butterfly Farm.

species  animals or plants of one particular kind

Back in the classroom

The Otter Sanctuary
Otters are mammals, that is they
are warm -blooded animals which
give birth to live young. In Britain,
otters breed throughout the year. A
pair of otters stay together until
just before the birth of the cubs. At
this time, the female will chase the
male away from the holt.

There are usually two or three cubs
which are born blind and without
teeth. The cubs stay with their
mother for about a year.

1 Otters can see as well under  
water as they can 
on land.
Why is this?

Their mother teaches the cubs how
to catch their own food. When they
know how to hunt on their own,
they are ready to move away from
home.

Otters can move quickly in water
and on land. The average otter
weighs about 10 kg. The male otter
is slightly larger than the female -
about 1 metre from nose to tail.
This means that adult otters are
twice the size of domestic cats!

2 Do otters hibernate (sleep)  
through the winter?

Yes   No 
(Tick the right answer)

3 Are wild otters nocturnal
animals? (Nocturnal animals
are active at night.)

Yes   No 
(Tick the right answer)

hibernation the winter sleep of certain mammals when they live
off body fat stored during the summer
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