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Successful entry largely depends on the results of the international exam GMAT (valid for 5 years 
after passing). The GMAT (Graduate Management Admission Test) is a standardized test to assess 
the analytical abilities of an applicant applying for an MBA program. Approximately 250,000 
people pass the test each year.

To pass this test, you need a spoiler! - get well prepared. There are many websites and materials on 
the Internet, but first you need to understand the structure of the exam. It consists of 4 blocks:

GMAT (Verbal)
It consists of 41 questions. Answers are given 75 minutes. This section includes 3 groups of tasks: 
Reading Comprehension, Critical Reasoning and Sentence Correction.

Quantitative (Math)
It consists of 37 questions. The answers are also given in 75 minutes. This is the most difficult part 
for humanitarian workers, consisting of two blocks. The first block is dedicated to solving 
problems, the second block is dedicated to data analysis for solving the problem, here knowledge of
algebra and geometry is tested.

Integrated Reasoning
It consists of 12 questions, to which 30 minutes are allocated. The purpose of the section is to 
determine the student's ability to evaluate data from different sources in different formats (describe 
graphs, give an analysis of the table, etc.).

AWA (Analytical Writing Assessment)
Writing an essay on a small article in 30 minutes. What is the point? It is necessary to analyze the 
note and make arguments that the author's claim is wrong.
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You will also be asked to take a TOEFL or IELTS language test and submit letters of reference from
your employers/partners for your MBA. The next step is to write an essay (yes, one more essay) on 
a specific topic. For example: "Why do you want an MBA?", "Tell us about your most significant 
achievement. Here you should focus on your real goals and ambitions. If you have an idea for a 
project - open it, share the details. Let us understand what's important to you.

Separately, you will have to go through an interview, where you will be sure to be asked about your 
professional achievements, life milestones, and also asked to tell what you expect from MBA (some
of this information can be taken from an essay, if you had a similar topic).

And what do graduates think?
For this article, we asked experts - managers and executives - to share their experience of studying 
at MBA programs and tell us what to look at when choosing a program so as not to waste time and 
regret nothing.

I reflected on my future and thought in what area I should develop. I came to understand that if I 
choose a management development vector, I need appropriate skills. The shortest way in this case is
to learn from those who exceed you in the chosen field. The search for this source of competence 
led me to the Russian Academy of Sciences and Civil Engineering.

I received my MBA degree in 2010. There were only two worthy two-year programs with IT 
specialization at that time: National Research University Higher School of Economics and 
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Information Management (CIO) at the Russian Academy of Sciences and Civil Engineering. I 
studied the feedback and opted for the latter. The program was in the evening. Among the 
classmates were IT directors, enterprise managers and even three people from digital business.

First of all, look at the teachers - it must be people who have achieved something in their 
professional field. For example, in our course one of the teachers was an excellent negotiator, he 
made deals for several million dollars. Such teachers share insight and can tell orally what they 
won't say anywhere else. The opportunity to ask and ask a teacher a question is invaluable.

During the program I studied the essence of organizational processes. This knowledge helped me 
get to the CTO of a large company. In my first year I managed to double my income and have more 
people in my management. I would advise you to go to MBA program if you want to acquire 
necessary management skills. You need to learn from those who have already passed the path in 
business that you are interested in. If you have any doubts about the choice of the program, find the 
graduates on Facebook. They will be happy to tell you about the pros and cons of studying. This 
will help you make a more informed decision.
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