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Yeamans Hall Club 

 

It has been almost a decade since we first highlighted Yeamans Hall, focusing on the first 

book published about this exclusive club: The Cottages and Architects of Yeamans Hall, 

which looked in detail at the 35 cottages that grace the course. The book was written by 

Charlton deSaussure, Jr., a Charleston lawyer who lives at Yeamans Hall. We are happy 

to report that deSaussure has done another book about Yeamans Hall, this one focused on 

the Seth Raynor designed golf course: The Golf Course & Grounds of Yeamans Hall. The 

book includes the “grounds” because the club sits on 1,000 acres of property. 

 

 
The cover of the book features an image of the par 3 “Short” hole 

 

In the new volume deSaussure devotes two or three pages to each of Raynor’s template 

holes, which include a Plateau, Cape, Bottle, Alps, Redan, Punchbowl, Narrows, Eden, 

Lido, Knoll and Biarritz, among others. DeSaussure gives insights into Raynor’s 

historical thinking about the holes based on the club archives and letters Raynor wrote to 

the club. This is supplemented by a letter from the architect of the grounds, Fredrick Law 

Olmsted Jr. These are further enhanced with notes and comments made by Tom Doak, 

who restored the course in 1996. 

 

Doak was brought in to restore the course to its original grandeur and he focused on the 

greens; they had shrunk due to tight maintenance budgets during the Second World War. 

Most were no longer half their original size and he restored them back to be quite large, 

especially by today’s standards. The best rendition of a Macdonald/Raynor prototype 

“Short” hole is at Yeamans Hall in my opinion. It is shown on the cover of the book with 

its large green. In addition to enlarging the putting surface, Doak restored a “thumb print” 



feature in the middle of the green. The combination of the large size and the thumb print 

make it quite a challenging surface to putt on. The beauty of the hole is enhanced by the 

broad view of the marsh behind it and to the left, with a gently rolling creek running 

through it. 

 

 
The book features a nice color spread of each hole with insights from Raynor and Doak 

about its design 

 

The book includes a copy of the original land plan as laid out by Frederick Law Olmsted, 

Jr., in 1924, which included two golf courses and 255 home sites for the 1,000 acre 

former plantation site. 

 

 
Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.’s General Plan of Yeamans Hall 



 

The members decided to forgo the housing development and the building of a second 

course and thus preserved one of the finest experiences a golfer can have, which is to 

drive down the long unpaved entry road, through the moss-draped live oaks as the 

expansive undeveloped lands reveal themselves. I also learned from the new book that 

the 1938 Masters Champion Henry Picard served as the professional at Yeamans Hall 

from 1949-1951. 

 

The legendary sports writer Grantland Rice summed up Yeamans Hall in an article 

published in 1927, and it is still an apt description today: “The most marvelous in the U. 

S.” What a treat is to have another book about Yeamans Hall, this one focused on the golf 

course. 


