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Unusual Golf Books 

 

We’ve previously featured some odd, quirky and unusual golf books and return to the 

theme today. Former highlights include Reg Manning’s From Tee to Cup, whose 

hallmark is a hole cut through the book’s pages to mimic an actual golf hole. Another is 

the fictional course scorecard included in Ross Santee’s The Bar X Golf Course. Finally, 

the “spider web” dust jacket produced for The 75 Year History of Shinnecock Hills Golf 

Club in 1966. 

 

This newsletter we begin with Milt Rappoport’s Oh, No!, A Golf Duffer’s Handbook (D 

& J R2470). A book of instruction created by an amateur, the book offers tips to the 

struggling golfer on how to improve their game. The unique feature of the book is the 

wallet-sized “reminder cards” bound in, to be removed and carried for reference while on 

the course, lest the golfer can’t remember the important points that Milt was offering. 

Why the publisher thought that golfers would listen to tips from an insurance salesman in 

Cincinnati remains unclear, although the book was not published by a fly-by-night 

publisher. Indeed, it was published by the venerable Simon & Schuster in 1956, the same 

year they published Herbert Warren Wind’s seminal work The Complete Golfer. 

 

 
One of the removable instruction cards from Oh, No! 

 

James Douglas Edgar’s The Gate to Golf (D & J E2260) was published by Edgar & Co. 

in 1920. An English golfer from Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Edgar was a fan of hitting the 

ball from the inside-out and is credited with being the first golfer to popularize what is 

essentially the standard modern swing. Harry Vardon said about Edgar, “This is one man 

who one day will be the greatest of us all.” The unusual aspect of the book is that it is 

accompanied by a box which contains a “gate” device, which eager golfers can use to see 

what the motion Edgar recommends looks like. The box contains a rubber “gate,” 



 

  

attached to a metal hinge, which flexes and simulates the action Edgar was trying to 

explain showing the clubhead hitting the ball. The box also has an undeniably great cover 

illustration, seen below. 

 

 

 
The unusual mechanism (“gate”) included in The Gate to Golf  
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Edgar never realized his full potential, as he was tragically killed in 1921, the year after 

he published his book, when he was struck by a car. If you have never read Steve 

Eubank’s 2010 biography of Edgar, To Win and Die in Dixie, it is worth reading, 

especially the mysterious circumstance of his death, which some speculate was a murder. 

Edgar applied for a patent for the device contained in the book and received it 

posthumously in 1922. 

 

There is nothing unusual per se about Chick Evans Golf Book and Gene Sarazen’s 

Common Sense Golf Tips, both published in the early 1920s, other than their publisher: 

Thos. E. Wilson & Co. of Chicago. The company began as a meat packing firm and then 

decided to diversify into other fields, trying their hand at publishing golf books. They 

would also go on to manufacture sporting goods, including golf equipment. Today, it is 

one of the giants in the field, The Wilson Company.  

 

 -- John Sabino 


