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Summer Reading 2021 

 

June has arrived and with it some of the best golfing times of the year, with longer 

daylight and slower paced days. A time when you can lounge on the back deck at 

Maidstone and enjoy a Southside overlooking the Atlantic after your round, or you can 

chow down a burger dog at the Olympic Club. It’s also a time of year when we have 

more hours to relax and catch up on our reading. With that in mind we offer some newly 

issued books that fit the bill.  

 

Tom Coyne is in our view the best golf writer of this generation. His first two books, A 

Course Called Ireland and A Course Called Scotland have both been best sellers. In his 

newly released book, A Course Called America, Coyne once again combines all the 

elements that makes his books so successful: a true love of the game, an observant eye 

and a talent for writing. Coyne plays 300 courses, traveling to all fifty states, playing both 

the top courses on the continent and some scrubby munis. Even if you haven’t read his 

prior two books, this one stands alone as a great read. 

 

 
 

Dottie Pepper won two majors and seventeen total events. Her post-golfing career has 

been equally successful as a golf broadcaster. Her new book, Letters to A Future 

Champion : My Time with Mr. Pulver, is a tribute to her mentor George J. Pulver, Sr. 

who served as her swing coach. Pulver also mentored Dottie during an era when people 

wrote letters. Dottie saved the typed letters she exchanged with George and has compiled 

them into a book. As Pepper said about the book, "It is a blueprint for honoring the 

history and traditions of the game of golf; it also is about mentorship, fundamental 

beliefs, curiosity, grit, grace, dreams, disappointment, success, and the value of 

education.” The book was issued in a signed limited edition of 250, a standard trade 

edition (hardcover) and a softcover. 



  

 
 

The Donovan & Jerris bibliography of golf books describes St. Andrews: ancient and 

modern (D & J D10150) as an “early collection of fantastic and humorous stories about 

golf, apparently printed for private distribution and not offered for sale.” The booklet was 

printed in 1870 in Edinburgh and is among the rarest of all golf books. It was written by 

W. de Aula, a pseudonym for Hall Maxwell. Almost none of us would ever see the book, 

let alone appreciate its contents, without a newly issued limited edition book of 150 

copies, (issued in hardcover with a matching slipcase) that lets us enjoy this bygone gem. 

The new publication is among the first books published by D. M. Wilson, III in his new 

role as owner of Grant Books Ltd. and it is a great start. 

 

 
The title page from St Andrews Ancient and Modern 

 

Another book published by Grant Books this year is Some Golf in 1897, and it follows 

the successful approach used in the previously published, Some Golf in 1888, which is to 

compile highlights from golf books and publications from an interesting year, one in 

which Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee and the R & A formed their Rules 

Committee. The book contains nineteen chapters running through a gamut of topics 



including history, humor, the rules, St. Andrews, and development of the nascent game in 

America. The book is beautifully illustrated in color and black and white and elegantly 

put together. 

 

 
 

Happy reading, and be careful not to have too many glasses of kümmel if you find 

yourself at Muirfield or Prestwick this summer enjoying the long daylight hours. 

 

 

-- John Sabino 


