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Golf Books by “Stancliffe” 

 

Our subject this month is Stanley Clifford, who published books early in the 20th century under 

the name Stancliffe. Stancliffe is both a pseudonym and a portmanteau. The creative author 

contributed four books to the golf world, alternating between fiction and instruction, all four works 

published by Methuen in London, between 1902 and 1924. One thing is certain, Methuen knew 

how to do an illustrated book cover, especially one showing early golfers dressed in their best duds 

with hickory shafted clubs and sand tee boxes. 

Stanley Clifford was a man in full, and clearly a lover of golf. In addition to writing golf books, 

he founded the Neasden Golf Club, located in Northwest London, in 1893. The course had an 

elegant old mansion built in 1663 that served as its clubhouse, and survived until 1934. He also 

wrote a book about billiards, and was an inventor, patenting a device for teaching the golf swing, 

in England in 1902, and in the U.S. in 1912. And in an interesting bit of trivia, he lived on the 

Abbey Road in London. 

 

Clifford was the author of the longest titled book in the golf library: Golf Do’s and Don’t’s: being 

a very little about a good deal, together with some new saws for old-wood and knots in the golfers 

line which may help a good memory for forgetting, published in 1902 (D & J S33160).  Although 

a book offering swing advice, as the author states, the book is not meant to be a comprehensive 

guide to instruction, “It is rather a vade mecum, a memoria technica, for those who are ‘off their 

game.’” He focuses on some interesting problems in the 64 pages, a sampling of three topics is 

outlined below, which shows how golf terminology has evolved: 



1. Foundering A Ball – “This means instead of sending the ball clean away, the club comes 

down on the top of it, and drives it on the ground.” 

2. The Sclaff – “Sclaffing, as it is commonly called, no matter how it should be spelt, is the 

reverse of topping, instead of hitting the ball clean, you touch the ground behind it.” 

3. Socket Shot – “Much to your surprise, the ball, after it is struck, instead of going straight 

on, turns at right angles.” 

We call the later problem a shank today and we apologize for using the term. The book must have 

been very successful as they printed at least ten editions over a period of 24 years and some of the 

later editions were issued with a dust jacket, which was uncommon at the time.  

Quick Cuts to Good Golf was published in 1920 (D & J S33250) and is another book of instruction, 

like Golf Do’s and Don’t’s with an equally impressive cover illustration. 

 

 

Stancliffe’s first work of fiction is An Astounding Golf Match published in 1914 by Methuen (D 

& J S33100). The book does not have an illustrated cover, it has a simple red cloth. The story 

involves two friends, one a wild long hitter and the other an accurate short player, and a series of 

matches they engage in, some in unusual locations such as farm fields, quarries and other 

nontraditional locations. 

The Autobiography of a Caddy-Bag, was Stancliffe’s final book, published in 1924 (D & J 

S33340). It too is a work of fiction and is the rarest of all the Stancliffe titles.  



 

Stanley Clifford doesn’t appear to have been a celebrity or someone who needed to hide his identity 

so it is unclear why he wrote under a pseudonym, although the practice was in fashion during this 

era, some other examples from the golf library below: 

 Two of His Kind (G.D. Fox, 1909)  

 A Victim (D.W. C. Falls, 1898)  

 Ignotus (F.F. Fuller, 1919) 

 J.A.C.K. Jack McCullough, 1899)  

 Calamos Currente (James McHardy, 1895)   

 Niblick (Charles Stedman Hanks, 1902 and Reginald Segal, 1926)  

 An Old Player (W.E. Riorden, 1905) 

 Sapper (Herman C. McNeile, 1932) 

 

 

 -- John Sabino 


