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Something Old, Something New  

 

One of the joys of collecting golf books are the unexpected discoveries. A prized find can be a 

difficult to obtain copy of a rare or obscure book; or a newly published history from one of your 

favorite clubs. Or in the case of today’s newsletter, some previously undiscovered histories that 

have eluded collectors. 

The Donovan & Jerris and Murdoch bibliographies make no mention of a seventy-fifth anniversary 

publication by Maidstone, an elite club in East Hampton, New York. However, the club did publish 

a history in 1966, a 47 page softcover. As club president, Alexander M. Laughlin, notes in the 

book's introduction, "This booklet, a memento of our 75th year, will bridge the period between the 

50th and 100th years." This delightful softcover has a chapter on the history of East Hampton 

written by Jeannette Rattray, the author of the club's 1941 history. She also writes about East 

Hampton at the time and recounts highlights from her earlier club history. William M. Meehan, 

chairman of the golf committee writes the chapter about men's golf and Mrs. William L. Hutton 

writes the chapter about ladies’ golf. Highlights of recent years include new championship tees on 

the 15th and 17th holes and the introduction of golf carts, which proved popular among older 

members. The book contains a membership roster with the longest tenured member listed being 

Juan Trippe, founder of Pan Am, who joined the club in 1921. 

 

The cover of the elusive Maidstone 75th anniversary history 

 



In a similar vein, we recently discovered a below-the-radar Merion history written by Jeff 

Silverman and published in 2012, A Centennial Celebration of the East Course : Merion. This 54 

page softcover focuses exclusively on the championship golf course over its first 100 years. Like 

its Maidstone counterpart the book served very much as a bridge until a more fulsome history 

could be written, in the case of Merion, Silverman’s large 502 page book Merion: The 

Championship History, although the focus of each book is different. 

 

Merion’s 2012 Centennial Celebration of the East Course 

The Centennial Celebration book would be prized by architecture aficionados, as it has the most 

detailed history of the championship-venue East Course and its evolution. Obvious attention is 

paid to the primary architect Hugh Wilson, but the book also outlines the role played by an early 

golf professional and by Willie Dunn, as well as by C. B. Macdonald, William Flynn and H. J. 

Whigham. The book is beautifully illustrated including old black and white historical images of 

Merion. As with Silverman’s larger effort, this one is also exhaustively researched and well 

written. 

Our third book combines both the old and the new. Newly published by Grant Books in 2019 in a 

slipcased, limited edition of 275, Some Golf in 1888, was compiled and edited by D. M. Wilson, 

III. Victoria was the Queen of the British Monarchy during this interesting year, which was also 

when the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews published their Rules of Golf. The book 

includes eleven pages dedicated to the historic new rules and contains a separately printed booklet 

inserted into the back of the book with the full rules and a fold-out map of the Old Course. There 

are four other chapters which highlight golf in Scotland, the “Psychology of Golf,” and two written 

by an author identified as “Scribe,” who wrote for the Newcastle Daily Journal. The book enhances 

the nineteenth century content with crisp period pictures depicting various courses and golfing 

scenes. As with all the works Wilson and Bob Grant do, this one is elegant and of very high quality. 

The Donovan & Murdoch bibliography list very few golf books in the 1880s so it is especially 



pleasing to see the authors focused on this underappreciated time in the golf world and to put these 

lost works back into circulation so they can be incorporated into the golfing library. 

                                         

 

     -- John Sabino 


