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Sleepy Hollow Country Club 

 

The Sleepy Hollow Country Club is located in Scarborough, New York, in Westchester County. 

Charles Blair Macdonald designed the original eighteen at Sleepy Hollow and in the 1920s when 

four of the original holes were lost for a real estate development, A.W. Tillinghast came in and 

added new holes and expanded the course to twenty-seven. 

 

While it may seem like a trivial pursuit, a good debate for the grill room is which course has the 

best logo. Certainly, Sleepy Hollow is a strong candidate for the best, with its headless horseman. 

 

The club takes its name from Washington Irving’s 1820 work, The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, which 

was set very close to the club. The book tells the tale of Ichabod Crane, a schoolmaster from 

Connecticut who lives in Sleepy Hollow (Tarrytown), New York for a while. After being jilted by 

a suiter Crane begins to head home through an area haunted by ghosts. He encounters a headless 

horseman and is slain by him. The course’s holes pay homage to Irving’s work. In addition to the 

usual Macdonald template holes such as Leven, Redan, Road, and Punchbowl, the fourth hole is 

named Headless Horseman and the eleventh Ichabod’s Elbow. 

 

 
 

 

The club issued its first history in 1919, eight years after it was opened, and then there was an 

eighty-nine year hiatus, but within the last fourteen years they have issued two nice club histories. 

 



 
 
 
 
 

The most recent club history was issued in 2020 and is titled An Awakening at Sleepy Hollow : 

Embracing the Legacy of Charles Blair Macdonald and the Evolution of a Golf Course and was 

written by Jon Cavalier and Jason Way. The book traces the influence of Macdonald expert George 

Batho (author of the Evangelist of Golf) and his subsequent collaboration with Gil Hanse to restore 

Sleepy Hollow back to its original Macdonald-Raynor roots. The book is filled with color photos 

of Sleepy Hollow before and after the renovation, many taken from a drone, and it really shows 

off the dramatic nature of the course, which sits on a highland 300 feet above the Hudson River 

with sweeping views over the water. The image on the cover of Awakening shows off the 

magnificent sixteenth hole (“Short”) which has everything: a world class view behind it, an all-

encompassing moat bunker around the green, and a circular depression in the middle of it. It is sui 

generis. The book captures the essence of this hole well, leaving the golfer, “Feeling like playing 

golf in a postcard.” 

 

 
 

The History of Sleepy Hollow Country Club, Founded 1911, was written by Walter L. Schneller 

and published in 2008. While the 2020 history delves into the renovations and is focused on golf 

course architecture, the 2008 club history is comprehensive and gives a general history of the club 

overall. Country Life once called Sleepy Hollow the "most elaborate country club in America," 

when it opened and reading the history, it would be difficult to disagree even today. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Sleepy Hollow Country Club: A Brief Description of its Grounds and Buildings (D & J 

S22060), was published in 1919 and is a brief 26 pages. In addition to its sparkling golf course, 

the club also has one of the grandest clubhouses in the world, designed by Stanford White, 

something it has in common with Shinnecock Hills. The book has pictures of the inside of the 

seventy-five room palatial clubhouse, done in the style of an Italian Villa, and it describes the 

various rooms including The Green Drawing Room, Great Hall, Library, and Billiard Room. It 

also is a nice historical record with some black and white pictures of the course in its early state, 

including some beautiful shots overlooking the Hudson River. 

 

 
The clubhouse as seen in the 1919 club history 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Sleepy Hollow clubhouse today 

 

The club’s founders included Rockefellers, Vanderbilts, and John Jacob Astor IV, the richest man 

to go down on RMS Titanic. One hundred and eleven years after the club’s founding Sleepy Hollow 

remains a paradise for the Social Register set. It has everything they would ever need. In addition 

to a world-class golf course it has a stable and paddocks housing forty-five horses, ten tennis 

courts, a skeet and trap shooting facility, an outdoor pizza grill, an adult and a children’s pool, and 

grounds designed by Frederick Law Olmsted. My friends in the U. K. are rolling their eyes at this 

description of American opulence, since most are used to functional and relatively modest clubs. 

What can I say, the New World is the land of conspicuous consumption.  

 

-- John Sabino 
 


