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Seve : The People’s Champion by Paul Daley 

 

 
 

This month we highlight a new work published in Australia titled Seve: The People’s Champion, 

which was produced in a limited edition of 1,000. The book is a product of Paul Daley, which 

many of our readers will know from his Golf Architecture series. Daley is also the author of  

Favourite Holes by Design: The Architects’ Choice, The Sandbelt: Melbourne's Golfing Heaven,  

and Ben Hogan: The Yardstick of Golfing Greatness. 

 

Seve is chocked full of black and white and color images of the brilliant Spaniard, many in 

expressive poses such as clutching his head, falling to his knees, or celebrating a dropped putt. 

 

Ballesteros entre into the world of golf began as a caddie at Real Golf de Petrena, having left 

school at the age of twelve. He would go to become a great golfer, securing 90 wins world-wide 

(50 in Europe) and a world #1 ranking, winning the Masters twice and the Open Championship 

four times.  

 

The book runs 299 pages, in 111 compact chapters organized in chronological order, largely 

covering his tournament golfing career, but there are other chapters that highlight specific aspects 



 
 
 
 
 

of his interesting life. As a golfer who has struggled with back problems for years, it was 

enlightening to see how much Seve also struggled with his back. 

 

 
Seve celebrating on an Open Championship green 

 

The book also contains a sequence of four pictures before and after Seve’s most famous shot, from 

a parking lot on the 16th hole of Royal Lytham and St. Annes, en route to his Open victory. As a 

title published Down Under, the book contains not only highlights of Seve’s major tournaments in 

the United States and Europe, but also a half dozen he played in New Zealand and Australia. 

 

 
Seve seen in his classic “reverse C” pose at the end of his swing 



 
 
 
 
 

Seve loved traveling to Japan and among his many victories are six in the island country. The book 

has a nice quote about his experience there, “I remember my first visit to Japan. I was eighteen 

and arrived without clubs, balls or shoes. When I entered my hotel room, I found a bag from my 

sponsor Mizuno engraved with my name, with nine new clubs, several dozen balls, six gloves and 

two pairs of spikes. I felt like the happiest person in the world. I almost burst into tears, because I 

was alone in this distant, different country. It felt like Christmas.” 

 

I miss Seve for his outsized flair and passion, something largely lacking in our current era of golfers 

who are short on personality. The book is an excellent tribute to a golf legend who was sadly taken 

from us too early, at age fifty-four. 

 

 

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


