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The Royal Worlington and Newmarket Golf Club 

Perhaps because the name “Royal Worlington and Newmarket Golf Club” is too much of a 

mouthful, the renowned English golf course is more commonly referred to as “The Sacred Nine,” 

a term Bernard Darwin bestowed on it; or Mildenhall, the name of a defunct nearby train station 

that is the preferred name used by Cambridge students. The club has been the home club of the 

Cambridge golf team since its opening, when none other than H.S. Colt served as the first team 

captain. 

The historic club’s first history was The Sacred Nine 1893-1993 A Centenary Appreciation of the 

Royal Worlington and Newmarket Golf Club (D & J G8170), written by John Gillum, the club 

president, in 1992, for the club’s centenary.  

 

The club’s original history published in 1993 

 



The original 208-page club history is filled with nice black and white illustrations. Whereas a 

newly issued club history focuses on the development of the course itself, Gillum’s work delves 

into more club details including notable matches and some of the personalities behind the club, as 

well as a detailed look at the railway spur line that served Royal Worlington in the early days. 

Although the railway line is gone, the following paragraph, written by Gillum, captures the 

sentiments of not only Royal Worlington, but golf in the British Isles perfectly, “There is no doubt 

that an adjacent railway line adds something to a golf course. Although the player is equally out 

of bounds slicing over a fence on to a motorway as on to a railway line, the latter has a dignity and 

awesome authority, which no road can ever emulate.” 

The Origins of the Sacred Nine is a newly issued club history that delves more deeply into the 

club’s early evolution. The first part of the book gives an excellent background on the origins of 

golf in the area around Cambridge and why this particular land is so well suited for golf due to a 

quirk in the geology of the area. It also gives great insight into the key founders of the club. It 

seems that the club was blessed with particularly wealthy founding members, twenty of whom 

were of the independent variety. The thoughtfully researched and well written hardcover book is 

276 pages and is the work of Michael B. Morrison, a club member. 

It was Bernard Darwin (another Cambridge man and team captain), in a 1928 article in Country 

Life, that called the nine-hole course “the Sacred Nine of Worlington,” after the nine muses of 

Greek mythology. The article is thankfully reproduced in full in the book so the reader can 

appreciate the full impact of Darwin’s unique ability to write so eloquently about the game he 

loved.  

 

The newly published 2018 club history 

The second half of the book covers the golf course in detail and is concerned with tracing the 

origins and lineage of the designers of the course. The original layout of 1893 was a creation of 



Tom Hood (the club’s first professional) and Tom Dunn, and was a nine-hole course that featured 

Himalayas bunkers and cops. For two years there were eighteen holes at Royal Worlington but the 

land utilized for nine of the holes turned out to not be as suitable as the nine others, which were 

perfect, due to the sandy nature of the soil they were built on. H.S. Colt was brought in in 1920 to 

give an assessment and to recommend changes to the layout. There was some controversy about 

the nature of his suggested changes and only a handful were carried out, although his impact on 

the course is apparently felt more strongly on the closing holes. The real credit for the design, and 

particulary the greens, goes to Hood. 

Tom Doak has said that all golfers “should see this course sometime in your life.” My future travel 

plans include a visit to the Sacred Nine, to play a proper game of foursomes, the club’s preferred 

format. I particularly look forward to playing the bunker-less par three fifth hole, which Henry 

Longhurst (yet another Cambridge man and team captain) describes as having a “diabolically 

narrow green sloping sharply away on both sides and the green itself like the dome of glass in the 

fairy tale.” 

 

- John Sabino 


