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Royal Portrush Golf Club 

 

The Royal Portrush Golf Club has issued a new club history History Made, History in the Making 

. . ., and their philosophy in publishing it must have been, “go big or go home.” 

 

 

To make a dramatic point, we have the club’s first history pictured below sitting on top of the new 

history. You can see that the new effort is far larger than the club's first in 1988. It is a hefty 466 

page 11-pound book versus the initial wee book of 100 pages.  

 



The club’s first history, Royal Portrush Golf Club : A History (D & J B4150) was written by Ian 

Bamford to celebrate their centennial in 1888 and much of its focus is on the club’s early years 

and of the evolution of both the Dunluce Links and the Valley courses, and on internal club affairs.  

The new history, written by Roger C. Anderson, is a comprehensive effort divided into eighteen 

chapters. The book is big in every way, measuring 15 x 11 inches with large illustrations 

throughout, sometimes they span both pages and are a collective 30 inches in length. The book 

includes a chapter on the 2019 Open Championship held at the club, won by Shane Lowry, as well 

as the 1951 Open won by Max Faulkner. It traces the story from the club’s early days, when it was 

called the County Golf Club. The club got its Royal designation in 1892 from their patron the Duke 

of York, when it became the Royal County Golf Club. The club changed its name to Royal Portrush 

in 1895 after first considering the name Royal St. Patrick’s Golf Club. 

The championship course we know today, the Dunluce Links, designed by H. S. Colt, opened in 

1933. Oddly enough neither club history provides much detail of Colt’s involvement other than 

the initial haggling over the price of the design. Colt asked for £7,000 but said he would prefer 

£10,000 for the 36 holes he was to design. The club said they couldn’t afford it and said they could 

not pay more than £3,200. The two parties agreed to that and contracted with the firm Franks, 

Harris and Co. to do the actual work (the firm had done prior work with Colt). So, it appears that 

Colt just did the design and submitted it and wasn’t present during the actual course construction, 

which makes the quality and vision of his superior design even more impressive. The new history 

does have a detailed chapter on the changes made by Martin Ebert, whose firm revised the 

unquestionably weak finishing holes and made the course even better. Quoting Ebert from the 

book, he explains that the last hole wasn’t the original design, “We learned that when Colt designed 

the course the clubhouse was positioned up in the town, and that his 1st and 18th holes didn’t exist 

anymore – it made a lot of sense.” 

 

Englishman Max Faulkner, the 1951 Open Champion, teeing off at Royal Portrush 



The book has a comprehensive chapter on the first Open Championship Portrush hosted. The club 

was determined to have a good showing and one of the first things they did before the world’s 

golfers descended on the club was to “declare war” on rabbits. They formed “squads” of members 

who would go out and dispatch rabbits from the course. On the night before the final day of play 

(during this time they played a final day of 36 holes) Faulkner when to the hotel of his playing 

partner, Frank Stranahan, and asked if he wouldn’t talk to him on the course, because Stranahan 

normally talked the entire round and Faulkner thought it would be a distraction. Faulkner also 

didn’t believe in warming up and would simply go straight to the first tee and tee off when he 

played. His final hole of the tournament was a dramatic one, he sliced a four wood off the tee and 

an unsuspecting female fan was hit by the ball and saved it from going out of bounds. Faukner 

won a £300 first prize check and he made an additional £200 betting on himself before the 

tournament started, at odds of 25:1. 

 

A fabulous image of Sir Nick towering over the boyish 15-year-old Rory McIlroy, who features 

prominently in the new Royal Portrush Golf Club history. Rory shot a course record 61 in 2005 

at age 16. 



 

Her Majesty, the Queen visited Royal Portrush in 2016 

Darius Oliver appropriately sums up the course in his Planet Golf, “Royal Portrush is close to the 

perfect example of a quality links and sits comfortably among the best dozen or so golf courses on 

the planet.” What makes it so good: “The brilliance of Colt’s work is apparent in holes that 

beautifully follow the curvature of sand formations and feature some of the most cleverly 

conceived green complexes in golf, the targets built to accommodate only those playing at the top 

of their game. Lined with thick roughs and deadly gorse, the fairways mostly nestle in natural 

valleys between the intimidating dunes, through Colt was also unafraid to occasionally route them 

across their plunging crests.”  

If you are a fan of Portush as I am, then the new history deserves a place in your library, after you 

clear a big space and have somewhere to fit it, of course. 

 

           -- John Sabino 


