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Pine Valley Musings 

 

Pine Valley is so much more than a golf course. The entire place has a mystique and unique feel 

to it. The historic New Jersey club has published four histories, but there is so much to learn and 

discover about the history of this special enclave. Thus, today’s topic, which is a book published 

by Ernest L. Ransome III (known as Ernie), who served as the club’s one-man green committee 

for 24 years, was president from 1977 to 1988, and served on the board, including a 13 year stint 

as chairman. The book was spurred on by Tom Fazio, who asked Ernie if he would highlight some 

of the changes that occurred over his long association with the club. The book follows in the 

tradition of A Short History of Pine Valley, written by longtime club president John Arthur Brown, 

who served in that role from 1929 to 1977. The book has 38 separate “chapters,” or “Musings.” 

 

Ernie was educated at Phillips Exeter Academy, studied at Princeton and served his country as a 

Marine. At Princeton, he was an outstanding player at both football and lacrosse and would return 

to the University years later to coach both sports.  

Let’s begin in the envy department. For anyone who has ever played the course, the overall feel 

you have is one of isolation, playing in the pine forest. Dotted here and there, however, are a couple 

of idyllic houses, which leave many a golfer to dream of dropping out of the rat race to simply 

hang out at Pine Valley for the rest of their lives. Ernie Ransome lived in one of those! Tom Fazio 

points out in the book’s introduction that there weren’t a lot of changes at Pine Valley while 

Ransome was associated with it. This is a good thing. He felt that when you have something as 

special as they have that you shouldn’t tinker with it. One notable exception was Ransome’s 



decision to put in a second green on the 8th hole, which he felt was necessary because the original 

green was so small and in the shade, therefore it was often stressed.  

The book is primarily one of amusing stories, although one significant change Ransome did bring 

to Pine Valley was the creation and design of the 10-hole short course, with Tom Fazio. The short 

course is noteworthy because it starts out with a bang. The first hole replicates the 10th on the big 

course, complete with a “devil’s asshole” bunker. The second hole on the short course replicates 

the decidedly difficult downhill tee shot of the par-3 14th hole. Ernie was also responsible for 

building what he calls “the greatest practice area in golf.”    

 

 

Among the more amusing items in the book is the fact that Ransome had a telescope installed in 

his second-floor home office where he could watch the pace of play as players got to the 7th hole, 

and would often call the pro to complain people weren’t playing fast enough. 

I knew that the Old Course at St. Andrews periodically allows the course to be played in reverse. 

I had no idea that Pine Valley does the same, something Ransome initiated, done each year on the 

Saturday after Thanksgiving. He takes the reader through how this is accomplished and notes that 

the first hole, which plays from the 18th green to the 17th green is a “tough hole,” because in the 

normal course of play the hole is downhill, but in reverse the difficulty increases substantially 

because it plays uphill. 

I’m not entirely sure this was a serious position Ernie held (I think it was), but he dedicates a 

chapter in the book to being chairman of the “Exit Committee,” and had the responsibility of 

getting rid of four members a year. That will certainly keep members in line and obeying the rules. 

Have a nice day. 



Ransome was a generous man and in 1994 he established the Ransome Scholarship at the 

University of St. Andrews in Scotland, which continues to this day, and he raised over $500,000 

for the “Twin Towers Fund” after the September 11th terrorist attacks. 

 

Detail from Pine Valley Musings 

There is no record of how many copies of the book were printed, although it is presumed to be 

small as the book was given out to Ernie’s friends. The book is hardcover and 132 pages long with 

the title in gilt on the front board and spine. Many thanks to Tom Fazio for asking Ernie to put this 

together. Ernie died in 2013, three years after the book’s publication. 

 

           -- John Sabino 


