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The National Golf Links of America 

 

“Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who’s the fairest of them all?” The question we post today is 

not one of feminine beauty, but rather, what is the best golf club history ever published? 

For more than 100 years the mirror gave a reflexive answer: H.S.C. Everard’s A History 

of the Royal and Ancient Golf Club St. Andrews from 1754-1900. As the century turned 

to the twenty-first, the response given began to change rapidly, as there was a renaissance 

in the world of publishing elegant club histories. The answer in the aughts was the Royal 

and Ancient’s three volume set culminating in 2004, then Seminole published their own 

beauty in 2007; the Country Club’s award winning 2009 history followed, to be 

surpassed in rapid succession by Royal Blackheath’s spectacular history memorializing 

its 400th anniversary the same year. The weary mirror had four years of peace until Pine 

Valley’s Crump’s Dream appeared in 2013, simultaneously with the History of the 

Newport Country Club. 

 

Advance a mere three years and the mirror may have its definitive and everlasting 

answer, which is the first history published by the National Golf Links of America. How 

is it that one of the top three best golf courses in the United States has never issued a club 

history? We’re not quite sure, but, like a marooned sailor on a desert island who is 

rescued by a passing ship, ours is not to ask why, but to simply be overjoyed that it is 

finally here. 

 

 
The National Golf Links of America’s groundbreaking club history 



 

  

 

Regular readers know that I am a big fan of the work of the publishing team at 

Edgeworth Editions of Florida. Their work has always been at the apex of the industry 

and I will again beat the drum for their work on the National’s history. In my view, 

Anthony Edgeworth’s photography is without peer, he captures both the big picture and 

landscapes well, but also has a gift for focusing on minute details that bring a club to life.  

 

The book was produced in a limited edition of unknown limitation for members of the 

National Golf Links of America. The text is by Chris Millard, a golf writer whose 

previous works include the bestselling The Golf Book; he also worked on the club's 2013 

Walker Cup program. The 392-page book measures 8 3/4 inches x 10 1/2 inches, weighs 

four and a half pounds and was issued without a dustjacket. The cover of the book 

mirrors the same covers used for National club handbooks published in the 1920s and 

1930s, and features the club crest in gilt with a soaring eagle above the club name. 

 

The book itself, like the course, has no weak spots. It delights from beginning to end. The 

front and rear endpapers are images of the mural painted by Albert Sterner that line the 

walls of the entry foyer in the clubhouse. The iconic windmill is well represented 

throughout in pictures artfully framed from various vantage points around the course and 

from the clubhouse.  

 

 
An image from the mural in the entry foyer of the clubhouse, from the endpapers 

 



 

  

 

In addition to a detailed color spread of each of the holes on the course the book also 

publishes never seen before early panoramic images from the National’s archives, 

including those taken by the 1896 U.S. Open champion James Foulis. Early images of the 

course show a treeless and stark landscape. The book also includes images of the old 

Shinnecock Inn Hotel, which was situated behind today’s ninth green and includes some 

interesting insights, such as “he [Macdonald] had routed the course as though he expected 

the clubhouse to be placed in that same area.” After the hotel burned down it was decided 

to reverse the nines and have the original 10th play as the first. 

 

As we know, Macdonald’s “ideal” golf course was patterned after what he considered the 

most interesting holes in the British Isles. Macdonald was an overseas member of the 

Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews and of Royal Liverpool. He also visited and 

played Royal St. George’s. This helps explain why the National’s clubhouse has such a 

distinctive and warm feel among American clubs. As explained in the history, 

“Macdonald knew full well what the finest clubhouse environments of the game had to 

offer.” Those are three greats to pattern your club after. 

 

 
 

Some of the stunning photography from the history 

 



 

  

The history is divided into three broad parts: 

 

Part I – The Creation of the National 

Part II – The Living Club 

Part III – The Walker Cups 

 

The images in the book of Macdonald’s medal collection are stunning, as are the views of 

various holes on the course, some taken at ground level and some from an aerial 

perspective, showing the blessed landscapes surrounding the course. There are also 

surprises about the course’s design, in particular the revelation about Devereux Emmet’s 

role as part of the design team. The publication of this history feels like a discovery; 

flipping through the pages feels like a treasure-trove of the golf world has been opened 

for us to glimpse, including an early page from the visitors register and a discussion of 

“Bathing and Yachting” off Peconic Bay. It includes the interesting tidbit that the club 

put in a telescope to better see which yachts were coming in so they could send a car 

down to pick up the member. The telescope remains in the clubhouse to this day. The 

history also notes that while he was still searching for land to build his Ideal Golf Course, 

MacDonald tried to buy Shinnecock Hills and was rebuffed. 

 

 

 

 
Honorary member Dwight Eisenhower pictured below his locker plate 

 



 

  

 

 
The dining room overlooking the 18th hole 

 

I’ll close with a refrain from the club song: “Is there any other place on earth like the 

National?” 

 

Not in my book. And not according to the magic mirror! 

 

 

 -- John Sabino 

 


