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Myopia Hunt Club 

 

Inexperienced golfers will often mistake difficulty with length. Merion is the classic example: 

“Doesn’t seem long, can’t be that hard.” This bias is reinforced when they stand on the first tee 

and are presented with a 350-yard hole. The same is true of the Myopia Hunt Club in South 

Hamilton, Massachusetts. On paper, with total yardage of 6,500 yards from the tips and an opening 

hole of under 300 yards creates the same trap, “This is an old-school course, can’t be that hard.”  

Bang. What the golfer soon finds out is that the course designed by Herbert Leeds in 1901 still 

packs a punch. 

Myopia has hosted the U.S. Open four times (1898, 1901, 1905 and 1908) and Leeds's strategic 

use of cross-bunkering and the difficulty of the greens means the course has stood the test of time 

and is still challenging today. The USGA Course rating is a stiff 72.7/138. Consider that among 

the five highest total scores in the history of the U.S. Open four of them were at Myopia. Even if 

you take into account the difference in equipment, the winners averaged a score of 80 at Myopia, 

while during the same era the winning scores at Opens held at Baltusrol, Chicago Golf Club, and 

The Country Club were 10-20 strokes lower! 

 

Myopia, A Centennial Chronicle 1875-1975 

The club’s history, Myopia, A Centennial Chronicle 1875-1975 (D & J W7810), was written by 

Edward Weeks. It is a hardcover of 151 pages in decorative cloth done in the club’s colors of red 

and yellow. The book includes extensive coverage of club activities including hunting, polo and 

horses, although four of its eleven chapters are devoted to golf. The book describes the course 



architect as, “thick-set and very strong, Leeds was a natural athlete. He played at scratch; he was 

the club champion at The Country Club from the beginning.” To me he sounds a bit like W. C. 

Fownes at Oakmont, “Papa Leeds was a fascinating character, a perfectionist, a martinet who took 

sadistic pleasure in watching the duffer suffer.” 

The history provides detailed coverage of the Opens held at Myopia, all won by Scotsman (Fred 

McLeod, Willie Anderson and Fred Herd), and nice historic black and white photos, including 

some of Leeds, President Taft and Henry Clay Frick. 

Whereas the club’s centennial history covers Myopia from a historical perspective, Legendary 

Golf Clubs of the American East has a really illuminating chapter on the club and captures its 

culture and essence well. It is full of interesting stories, including how Bobby Jones used to play 

the course when he attended Harvard, and how President Taft, who played his summer golf at 

Myopia, had trouble with the deep bunker located in the fairway near the 10th green. The hefty 

commander-in-chief couldn't climb out of the bunker so the Secret Service had to bring in a couple 

of horses and tie a rope around the portly golfer to assist in extricating him. The color photographs 

of the course are also world class and if you don’t already own this book, the Myopia chapter is 

reason alone to buy it. 

Along with one of the finest golf courses in the land, Myopia also has one of the top 

bars/clubhouses in the game (along with the National Golf Links, Garden City Mens Club and the 

Links Club). Their yellow clubhouse, which dates from 1772, set in a bucolic setting surrounded 

by rolling hills, is the definition of New England. 

 

Myopia’s historic clubhouse 

Early Myopia, written by Allan Forbes in 1942 is an 88 page hardcover published about the club. 

The book isn’t included in the Donovan & Jerris bibliography because there is scant mention of 

golf in it. The history recounts the early days of the club prior to the move to South Hamilton when 



it was located in a variety of other locations. The term Myopia Hunt Club was first used in July 

1876; the club was founded by nine Harvard men, and when one pointed out that they all wore 

glasses, they decided on the name. The future Republican senator from Massachusetts, Henry 

Cabot Lodge, was a founding member of Myopia. Sporting activities the club has engaged in over 

its more than 140 years include yachting and boating, and in the late 1870s, baseball.  

There are not many places you can play golf where there is a local rule allowing a free drop if your 

ball lands on a bridle path. There are few better places to play on a fine summer day than at Myopia 

when the horses and hounds are about and the greens are running fast. 

 

Myopia’s historic and enticing bar (image from Legendary Golf Clubs of the American East) 

Golfer magazine described Myopia and its architect in 1898 thusly: "Leeds is as well known as a 

hunt club man as a golfer . . . The rolling inland gorse is admirable, the hazards natural, the 

distances good . . . It was only natural that the cry of Fore! should be heard mingling with the 

whistle of the quail and the music of the kenneled hounds. Experts have pronounced the links the 

best natural golf grounds in America." The description remains relevant today. 

In five years Myopia will be celebrating its 150th anniversary. Let’s hope that the club sees fit to 

commission a new history in full color to celebrate the big milestone and showcase the glory of 

this special place. 
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