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The Making of Pacific Dunes by Tom Doak 

 

The first book about the Bandon resort was written by Steve Goodwin, and its subtitle was: The 

Making of Bandon Dunes. It was appropriately the first book about the resort since the Bandon 

Dunes course was the first one built, opening in 1999 and designed by David McLay Kidd. Two 

years later the Tom Doak designed Pacific Dunes opened for play. From the day he first set foot 

on the property, Doak knew that the second course at Bandon was the project he had spent twenty 

years training for. In The Making of Pacific Dunes, Doak shares his experiences in building the 

course from that first day, explaining how he found each hole and cobbled the routing together, 

and what he and his team did and didn't do to build this “distractingly beautiful and unfailingly 

challenging golf course.”  

 

Doak's hand-written journal entries, sketches of greens, and memos from his client, Mike Keiser, 

are combined with stunning photography (before and after images) to supplement his recollections 

of how the course was built, and what it means in the twenty years since it opened. 

 

 
 

The cover of the Making of Pacific Dunes features an image of Doak’s associate Jim Urbina in 

red, dwarfed by the large sand dunes, before the course was built 

 

What makes The Making of Pacific Dunes an unusual book is that the text was largely written at 

the time Tom was designing the course back in 2000 and 2001, however, it was not published at 

that time because Tom became busy on other projects. To coincide with the twentieth anniversary 

of the course opening, he decided it was now an opportune time to tell the story of this great course. 



 

We all know that Tom is among the top tier of architects plying the trade today. What is not as 

well appreciated is that the man is a polymath. Among his many gifts is a talent for writing. His 

previous book, Getting to 18, a master class in course routing, was insightful and very well written. 

The Making of Pacific Dunes follows the same formula. 

 

In Tom’s own words: “Though I am sure many will buy this volume as a souvenir of their visit to 

Pacific Dunes, I started writing it with the hope of filling a gap in the literature of golf design. For 

all the books we have about golf courses and their designers, none explain why the golf course 

turned out exactly the way it did, and what the inspiration was for a certain green or bunker. For 

myself and my co-workers, the creation of Pacific Dunes was an almost mystical experience, where 

for one whole year pretty much every circumstance worked out for the better. We had reached the 

right place at the right time, ready to make the most of a golden opportunity.” 

 

I found the chapter titled “Solving the Puzzle” to be particularly insightful. The current course was 

Tom’s third iteration of the routing and his back and forth with Mike Keiser on what Keiser liked 

and didn’t like in the various versions of the routings is shared in the book. If you are a golf geek 

like me, you will also find it interesting to read about how he dealt with the continual problem of 

sand erosion due to the constant high winds. 

 

A lot of serendipity was involved in the creation of Pacific Dunes, including a freak fire at Bandon 

prior to course construction which helped reveal the topography in clearer terms; and the fact that 

the quality of the sand and soil was so good that not much had to be trucked in. It is easy to think 

that building a golf course is a solo effort, and although Tom is clearly a virtuoso, it takes the hard 

work of lot of people to pull it off. One of the best pictures in the book is one of twenty people 

who worked on the course’s construction seen with Doak and Keiser. It was a nice touch to give 

them all credit. 

 

The first half of the book looks at the big picture design issues: the decisions on routing, 

construction, challenges, and so forth, and the second half of the book dedicates 5-6 pages to each 

hole (with a copious amount of color photographs) and specifically focuses on their design and 

construction. 

 



 
 

The stunning photography in the book was done largely by Larry Lambrecht, local Bandon-based 

photographer Wood Sabold, and by Doak himself. They are golf architecture porn. 

 

The second book about Bandon, also written by Steve Goodwin, was titled Golf As It Was Meant 

To Be. What Ron Whitten, the architecture writer for Golf Digest said about this new book would 

have made a great sub-title for it: “The Course That Doak Was Born To Build,” and that labor of 

love comes through in this wonderful new book. 

 

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


