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The Mackenzie Reader : Writings on Golf Architecture & More by Dr. Alister MacKenzie 

 

An exciting new book has just been published that was years in the making. Delayed by the 

pandemic, supply chain issues and more, the book has a publication date of 2020 on it, although it 

was just released in March of 2022. The book is titled The Mackenzie Reader : Writings on Golf 

Architecture and More by Dr. Alister Mackenzie. It was produced and edited by Joshua Pettit and 

published by the Alister Mackenzie Institute in San Francisco. Pettit spent fifteen years doing 

research in order to compile the book. The foreword was written by Ben Crenshaw. It was 

produced in a limited edition of only 150 copies. 

 

 
 

The book is 355 pages and contains 19 color fold out diagrams of Mackenzie courses including 

The Valley Club of Montecito, Royal Melbourne, Crystal Downs, El Boqueron, Augusta National 

and Pasatiempo. It also has 67 color illustrations of Mackenzie’s courses and works, with many of 

Cypress Point. Some of the illustrations are also architecture related, such as a concealed trench 

and “camouflaged man,” related to Mackenzie’s time in the Boer War, where he learned about 

camouflage, which he would later use to great effect in his designs. 

 

The book was published in celebration of Dr. Mackenzie’s 150th birthday as a way to preserve the 

legacy of “Golf’s Preeminent Architect.” The book is accompanied by a card from the editor with 

a picture of Alister Mackenzie on it and noting the limitation number of the book, seen below. The 

limitation number is also in the book. 



 
 
 
 
 

                              
 

The book is organized into two sections. The first contains the writings of Alister Mackenzie and 

comprises 288 pages. These writings were previously published in various publications between 

1915 and 1935, including The Dunlop Book, Golf Illustrated, Golfing and Golfdom magazines, 

and it is nice to have them all neatly compiled into one work. Some of them are from rather obscure 

publications. One is from The Fairway published out of San Francisco titled Cypress Point Golf 

Course : Has Similar Strategic Problems to St. Andrews and Is Infinitely More Spectacular and 

Beautiful. Resurrecting such great articles that would otherwise be overlooked is a real service to 

the game and to historians. 

 

    
The fold-out map of Augusta National 



 
 
 
 
 

 

The second part of the book contains essays about Alister Mackenzie by Michael Clayton (an 

Australian golf course architect), Pedro Cossio (author of a book about the Mackenzie designed 

Jockey Club), Bob Davis (a golf writer from the 1930s), Mike DeVries (a golf course architect), 

Herb Graffis (A golf writer in the World Golf Hall of Fame), Bo Links (a golf writer and historian), 

Marion MacKenzie (Alister Mackenzie’s sister), Joshua Pettit (the book’s editor), Lorne Platt (a 

professor of Geography), Geoff Shackelford (author of multiple golf books including one about 

Cypress Point). and Gene Zanardi (Chairman of the MacKenzie Society Lido Competition). A 

handful were previously published, but most are new works. 

 

 
The fold-out routing plan of Cypress Point 

 

Books by and about Alister Mackenzie are always in high demand. As a limited edition of only 

150 copies, this one is sure to be as well. An elegant and beautiful book. 

 

 

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


