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Golf: The Impossible Collection 

What does golf have in common with Andy Warhol and Rene Magritte? Well, until now, nothing, 

but Assouline Publishing in New York changed that last year with the publication of a new golf 

book. 

Assouline is a niche publisher based on Park Avenue in New York City that specializes in “luxury” 

books, their previous forays have focused on the above-named iconic artists as well as books on 

luxury topics, fashion and design. The publisher would be appalled at us calling their works coffee 

table books, no doubt the equivalent of calling the Concours d’Elegance a car show. While 

technically true, it understates the degree of sophistication and the amount of haute design involved 

in their production. 

 

The golf themed slipcase of Golf: The Impossible Collection 

Assouline’s contribution into the world of golf is Golf: The Impossible Collection, written by 

George Peper, the former editor of Golf Magazine and current editor of Links Magazine. Golf: The 

Impossible Collection is part of the publisher’s “Ultimate” series. The “Ultimate” series has thus 

far featured two dozen books on such disparate topics as Arabian Horses, Jewelry and 

Motorcycles. The books are all limited edition (of an undisclosed limitation), hand-crafted and 

come with custom clamshell cases. Their limited edition book on the South Pole featured 



waterproof pages. Their book on wine, The Impossible Collection of Wine : the 100 Most 

Expensive Vintages of the Twentieth Century, was bound in a hand crafted wooden wine crate. 

Golf: The Impossible Collection has a similarly interesting binding featuring a white gloss shell 

case with dimples, mirroring the surface of a golf ball. 

Just like it is a subjective exercise to pick the 100 most exceptional cars of the 20th century or the 

100 breakthrough timepieces of the 20th century, Assouline asked Peper to pick the “the 100 most 

significant, historically noteworthy, and architecturally paramount courses.” As you would expect 

a lot of the world’s classic courses are covered in the book including Augusta National, the 

National Golf Links of America, the Old Course at St. Andrews, Maidstone, TPC Sawgrass and 

Royal Troon, but also some newer designs such as Shanquin Bay, Cabot Links, the National Golf 

Club of Canada and Kapalua. As an object of display the books content doesn’t break any new 

ground in the world of golf history or architecture. 

The large coffee table illustrated book measures 17 inches x 14 inches and are each “hand-bound 

using traditional techniques, with color plates hand-tipped on art-quality paper.” The book is two-

hundred pages and weighs 20 pounds. Assouline sells their books through a variety of outlets 

including at Bergdorf Goodman and Neiman Marcus. The price is commensurate with their haute 

approach, at a cool $945 per copy. 

 

 
A color spread from Golf: The Impossible Collection 
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