
 
 
 
 
 
Volume Seven, Number Seven                      © 2022, All Rights Reserved                  January 2022 

 

Valuable Book Group, LLC     

Specialists in Rare and Antiquarian Golf Books 

Newsletter and Golf Book Review 

 

 

Harold Hilton 

 

The English golfer Harold Hilton was a very accomplished amateur golfer, capturing the Amateur 

Championships in 1900, 1901, 1911, and 1913 and the U. S. Amateur in 1911. Hilton also won 

the Open Championship twice as an amateur, in 1892 at Muirfield and in 1897 at Royal Liverpool. 

 

 
The dapper Harold Hilton sporting a bow tie and tweed cap 

 

Hilton also made significant contributions to the written word in the game of golf, writing four 

golf books, and he served as the first editor of Golf Monthly and as the editor of Golf Illustrated. 

 

He wrote his autobiography a bit early given his later accomplishments. My Golfing Reminiscences 

(D & J H17770) written in 1907, recounts his early tournament rounds and goes through the stress 

of winning and losing.  Herbert Warren Wind comments about his honesty and candor, something 

unusual in the early 20th century. Some of his commentary is entertaining and well written like 

this from his victory at Hoylake, his home course, “Putt number one was not at all a bold one. One 

spectator called it a drunken effort, and he was not far wrong. Putt number two dobbled about, and 

eventually made its entry into the hole at the back door, but it got there and that was everything. I 

can see that ball now hesitating on the lip of the hole like a helpless derelict.” 

 

Hilton was the co-author in 1912 of The Royal and Ancient Game of Golf (D & J H17830) with 

Garden Smith. Donovan and Jerris says about the book, “Quite simply stated, Hilton and Smith’s 



 
 
 
 
 

“The Royal and Ancient Game of Golf” is one of the most magnificent books in the library of golf. 

Well-illustrated and sweeping in content…” Enough said. 

 

 
 

Modern Golf (D & J H17710), written in 1913 is basically an instructional book but it also covers 

the mental side of the game and the how to dress for golf, "It is not yet customary in England to 

play coatless as American players are in the habit of doing . . ." 

 

Golf Rules (D & K H17680) is a 64 page softcover published in 1915 and is his most difficult title 

to find.  

 

Grant Books published Harold Hilton His Golfing Life and Times in 1992, written by John L. B. 

Garcia. The book was published in two editions: an Author’s Presentation Copy in a limited edition 

of 100 bound in clansman morocco with a slipcase (D & J G3340); and a limited edition of 650 

with a dust jacket and no slipcase (D & J G3370). It becomes clear reading through the book and 

seeing images of him playing that by today’s standard’s Hilton had a quirky swing. Bernard 

Darwin said about his swing, “. . . he seems to throw care to the winds, and one had a wild and 

whirling vision of a little man jumping on his toes and throwing himself and his club after the ball 

with almost frantic abandon.” He also mentioned that his cap almost always flew off his head after 

he swung. Hilton was a heavy chain-smoker and almost all pictures of him show him smoking or 

holding a cigarette. My favorite picture in the book is one showing Hilton driving off a ball 

(wearing his requite coat) in competition at Sandwich with a lit cigarette in his mouth. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
The Author’s Presentation copy of His Golfing Life and Times 

  

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


