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From Tee to Cup by Reg Manning 
 
How many Pulitzer Prize winners have covered the subject of golf? As far as our research 
can uncover, three: John Updike, John Cheever and Reginald Manning. The two Johns 
are well-known fiction writers, but who exactly is Reg Manning? Manning won the 1951 
Pulitzer Prize for Editorial Cartooning. Known as the “Cactus Cartoonist” because he 
spent his life working in Arizona, he drew more than 15,000 cartoons for the Arizona 
Republic and his work was syndicated in 170 newspapers. Manning’s signature includes 
a drawing with his trademark of a smiling cactus and can be seen on the bottom right of 
the book jacket below. 
 

 
 

The dustjacket of From Tee to Cup 
 
From Tee to Cup (Donovan & Jerris M9220) was Manning’s only work related to golf 
and it is a unique book. Published by Reganson Cartoon Books in Phoenix, Arizona in 
1954, the book is 111 pages. Murdoch’s Library of Golf 1743-1966 gives the book a nice 
mention. Its uniqueness comes from the fact that the book was intentionally printed with 
a hole in it. The hole is meant to represent an actual golf hole and Manning drew his 
illustrations with this in mind. 
 
An example of how Manning uses the hole in the book to build his illustrations around is 
below: 

 



 

  

 
 
Manning was an avid golfer and like all of us had his ups and downs with the game. As 
he writes in the book, “This book about golf is not written in a spirit of revenge. I would 
never do or say anything to detract from the game. But golf is tough.” 
 

 
 

The illustrated cover of From Tee to Cup 
 


