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F. Scott Fitzgerald and Golf 

While F. Scott Fitzgerald never wrote a book entirely about golf, he did use golf as a theme 

throughout his writings. Let’s start with a couple of highlights from one of the greatest novels of 

all time, the Great Gatsby, where a key character, Jordan Baker, is a golf champion who was 

accused of moving her ball during a tournament. Fitzgerald describes her in prose for all the senses: 

“I noticed that she wore her evening-dress, all her dresses, like sports clothes — there was a 

jauntiness about her movements as if she had first learned to walk upon golf courses on clean, 

crisp mornings.” And later in the book when Baker calls Nick Carraway, Fitzgerald uses a 

reference to the Royal and Ancient game to describe her: “Usually her voice came over the wire 

as something fresh and cool, as if a divot from a green golf-links had come sailing in at the office 

window, but this morning it seemed harsh and dry.”  

Where did this affinity for golf come from? Fitzgerald caddied as a boy at the White Bear Yacht 

Club near his birthplace of St. Paul, Minnesota. He was athletic, playing on his high school football 

team and trying out for the gridiron squad at Princeton. Years later, in 1921 and 1922, Gatsby and 

his wife Zelda spent the summers at White Bear Lake and they played (she was apparently far 

better than he was) the course, a Donald Ross design, at White Bear Yacht Club. In the 1930s 

when Scott and Zelda lived in Baltimore he was a member of the Baltimore Country Club.  
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It was during has stay at the lake in 1922 that Fitzgerald wrote Winter Dreams, a short story 

published in Metropolitan Magazine that same year. The article has since been reprinted as a 26-

page book. The short love story is set on “Black Bear Lake” and centers around Dexter Green, a 

young caddie at the fictional Sherry Island Golf Club. Winter Dreams was also published in several 

golf anthologies including Perfect Lies : A Century of Great Golf Stories, The Little Treasury of 

Golf and Classic Golf Stories: 26 Incredible Tales From the Links. 

Dearly Beloved is a Fitzgerald work that was ‘discovered’ in the Princeton University Library by 

a Fitzgerald scholar and professor from the University of South Carolina and published 

posthumously for the first time in 1969. The 16 page hardcover was produced in a limited edition 

of 300. Dearly Beloved is a very short story about "Beauty Boy," who was "colored golf champion 

of Chicago." Although experts have been unable to date the work, the style is more indicative of 

Fitzgerald’s later writings, most likely near the time of his death in 1940. 
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- John Sabino 


