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Merion Golf Club 1960 -- The Eisenhower Trophy – Herbert Warren Wind 

 

Discovering a new article written by Herbert Warren Wind is always exciting, which is what we 

recently did in a program for the Second World Amateur Team Championship for the Eisenhower 

Trophy, held at Merion. Finding one of the best golf writers writing about one of the best courses 

is cause for celebration. 

 

 
 

The inaugural tournament of the World Amateur Team Championship (WATC) was played over 

the Old Course at St. Andrews in 1958. The winning team is awarded the Eisenhower Trophy – in 

1958 it went to Australia. The second WATC was held at Merion in 1960 and was contested among 

126 players representing 32 countries. President Eisenhower, writing in the introduction to the 

program, says that he put his weight behind the new tournament because it promoted interest in 

sports and allowed a mutual respect and understanding among men and nations. Such an idealistic 

world view at the time. 

 

Whoever compiled the program had their act together. In addition to having a nice essay done by 

Wind, they also had Bernard Darwin write about great amateur players, and Bobby Jones write 

about his 1958 visit to St. Andrews, which was where he received the Freedom of the Royal Burgh 



 
 
 
 
 

and made his famous speech. He was visiting St. Andrews to captain the American team in the 

first WATC. 

 

Wind’s writing is poetry. In addition to a far-ranging vocabulary he also uses references to obscure 

parts of life. The combination forces the reader to stop and think. Reading Wind evokes a real 

sense of nostalgia, and his painstaking word choice leads to an unmatched polish few writers ever 

achieve. This passage from the article, which was titled, Merion, America’s Classic Course, is a 

good example: “In this day and age, huge revisions are usually found necessary to transform even 

an ordinarily excellent course into a suitable test for the Open. New bunkers must be carved to 

flank the fairways and tighten up the greens, greens must be resurfaced, and many holes must be 

lengthened considerably by constructing new back tees, for the advances in equipment and 

techniques have been so enormous that formerly first-rate courses have been rendered obsolete—

gone with the wind, the Marmon, the sixty-five cent shore dinner, and Paul Whiteman’s rhythm 

section.”  Such a lyrical passage is fitting for the man who named Amen Corner. 

 

I always keep a dictionary at hand when reading Wind because he uses words beyond my limited 

intellect, “The course played just as it had in 1930 when Bobby Jones came there to see if he could 

win the Amateur on that fateful Saturday, with thousands of idolaters breathing very deeply, 

succeeded in doing so and thus completed his Grand Slam.” Wind was an enigma. 99 percent of 

writers would have said, “thousands of fans,” instead of idolaters, which is what makes reading 

his prose such a pleasure.  

 

 

 
Record book issued after the tournament shows Eisenhower with the winning team 



 
 
 
 
 

Wind also pays high praise to Merion’s architect Hugh Wilson, “A Princeton graduate who was in 

the insurance business, he was even then dogged by ill health that was to cause his early death in 

1925. In Britain he set to work assiduously studying the celebrated links and returned not only 

with sheaves of drawings of them but also with a remarkable concept of golf architecture. It really 

was remarkable. Some eight years earlier, Charles Blair Macdonald had dispatched himself to 

Britain on a similar mission and had come back to construct America’s first modern golf course, 

the National Links. While not detracting in the least from Macdonald’s obvious abilities as a golf 

architect, it is debatable whether he understood some of the fundamental principles as well as 

Wilson. There are no blind holes at Merion, for one thing, and his touch in adopting the features 

of the famous British holes appears to have been surer than Macdonald’s.” 

 

The American team easily beat the other 31 countries in the tournament at Merion, besting the 

second place Australian team by 42 strokes and the last place Ceylon team by an embarrassing 350 

strokes. The Americans excelled because Deane Beman, the reigning Amateur champion was on 

the team, however, the real secret to their success was a new amateur arriving on the scene, Jack 

Nicklaus, still a student at Ohio State. He shot 66-67-68-68 over four days. As a separate program 

issued to commemorate the tournament after the fact states, it was “one of the greatest scoring 

performances in golf history.” The U.S.G.A.’s website quotes Nicklaus as calling it his “four best 

rounds ever.” Eisenhower received the winning American team at the White House two days after 

their victory. 

 

The program is a rare look at golf during the Eisenhower Era. It was the dawn of the jet age when 

it was still a novelty for players from around the world to compete together. Combined with essays 

from three great golf writers and it equals a winning formula for a vintage program. 

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


