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Divine Fury of James Braid : Professional Golf Standard Bearer 

 

How many trilogies are there in the golf library? We can think of only a handful. The most 

prominent being the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews, which had a trilogy published 

by Grant Books in the later part of the 20th century. George Nash’s Letters to the Secretary of a 

Golf Club, General Forcursue and Co., and Whelk's Postbag was another done mid-century. 

 

 

 
 

A new massive trilogy about James Braid has just been added to the golf library: Divine Fury of 

James Braid: Professional Golf Standard Bearer, published in 2021, and written by George E. 

Payne. The author is a member of the R & A, Royal Lytham, and Walton Heath. He had access to 

Braid's ledger books, which allowed him to do an unparalleled amount of historical work. 

 

This is the first biography of James Braid since Bernard Darwin's work in 1952. Two other books 

have been published about Braid in the last twenty years: James Braid and his 400 Courses in 

2013, which focused only on his work as an architect, and, James Braid Champion Golfer in 2003, 

which focused on his tournament play.  

 

Collectively, the three prior books published about Braid had 610 pages in total. This new trilogy 

has 1,450 total pages and is by far the most comprehensive work done about Braid. Volume One 

is a detailed biography of Braid and his 270 pages, organized into 27 chapters. Volume Two is 465 

pages and covers every tournament Braid ever played in, more than 1,100 in total.  Volume Three 



 
 
 
 
 

is 661 pages and covers his work as an architect. Whereas the prior book about Briad’s work as a 

designer noted 400 courses, this book references 555. 

 

Braid is such a towering figure in the history of golf that it is not unwarranted to have so much 

written about him. He won the Open Championship five times and was the long-time golf 

professional at Walton Heath. And as Payne notes, he was also a caddie as a boy, a golf club maker, 

a golf ball maker, a golf instructor, a golf writer and administrator, and he was also a greenkeeper 

at one time. 

 

The new trilogy is meticulously researched and richly illustrated with 1,250 black and white and 

color illustrations and photographs.  

 

 

 
                      Braid’s illustration of the opening hole at Gleneagle’s King’s Course 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


