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Artificial Intelligence and Golf Books 

 

Artificial intelligence has been getting a lot of publicity and attention these days. In particular, a 

Microsoft product called ChatGPT is leading the way. There have been a lot of hype associated 

with ChatGPT, including a warning from Elon Musk that artificial intelligence could bring about 

“civilization destruction.”  

 

ChatGPT explains itself in the first person, “My training involved large-scale datasets obtained 

from a variety of sources, including books, websites, and other texts, to develop a broad 

understanding of human language. It's important to note that while I strive to provide accurate and 

up-to-date information, my responses may not always reflect the most current research” 

 

We thought we would give it a go and see what all the fuss is about with a topic we love: golf 

books. We put a couple of questions to the highly intelligent software to see what we would get. 

 

Me 

What is the most expensive golf book ever sold? 

 

ChatGPT 

As of my last knowledge update in January 2022, one of the most expensive golf books 

ever sold is "Les Artistes du Golf" by Henry Leach. Published in 1912 and featuring 

illustrations by the renowned artist Charles Lees, the book is a limited edition and highly 

sought after by collectors. 

 

The price of rare and collectible books can fluctuate based on factors such as condition, 

scarcity, and demand. Prices for valuable books can change over time as they enter and 

exit the market. For the most current information, it's recommended to check recent auction 

results or consult with rare book dealers specializing in golf literature. Keep in mind that 

the information might have changed since my last update in January 2022. 

 

Hmmm. Well that was way off. First of all, I couldn’t find any such book written by Henry Leach. 

And second of all there are many more books that would be contender for the most expensive golf 

book ever sold. As my fifth-grade math teacher would give me: “F” 

 

Me 

What was the first golf book published in America? 

 

ChatGPT 



One of the earliest known golf books published in America is "The American Golfer" by 

Charles Blair Macdonald. Macdonald was a notable figure in the early history of American 

golf, and his book was first published in 1895. In "The American Golfer," Macdonald 

discusses the game of golf, its rules, and provides insights into his experiences with the 

sport. 

 

Charles Blair Macdonald was a prominent amateur golfer and a key figure in the 

development of golf in the United States. His contributions extended beyond playing the 

game; he was involved in golf course design and is often referred to as the "Father of 

American Golf Course Architecture." "The American Golfer" is considered an early 

American golf classic and provides a glimpse into the state of the game during its formative 

years in the United States. 

 

Yikes. Artificial intelligence is conflating Charles Price (who wrote The American Golfer) with 

Charles Blair Macdonald who did not. The earliest golf book is either the first U.S. Edition of the 

Badminton Library (Golf) published in Boston in 1890 or Golf in America: A Practical Manual 

by Charles Lee, published in 1895, depending upon your criteria. 

 

Also, a failing grade. 

 

Clearly golf books is not a good subject for ChatGPT. Let’s give it one last try on a more general 

golf topic. 

 

Me 

Who has the best golf swing of all time? 

 

ChatGPT 

Determining the "best" golf swing of all time is subjective and often depends on personal 

opinions. However, certain players are frequently cited for having exemplary and iconic 

golf swings. Here are a few players whose swings are often praised: 

 

Ben Hogan: Hogan is often regarded as having one of the most technically sound and 

repeatable swings in golf history. His attention to detail and precision were legendary. 

 

Sam Snead: Snead's smooth and flowing swing earned him the nickname "Slammin' 

Sammy." His athleticism and effortless power made his swing a classic. 

 

Jack Nicklaus: Nicklaus, with his powerful and controlled swing, is widely considered one 

of the greatest golfers of all time. His swing allowed him to achieve remarkable success in 

major championships. 

 

Tiger Woods: Woods is known for his incredible talent and versatility, and his swing has 

been a key factor in his success. Woods' swing in his prime is often studied for its power 

and efficiency. 

 



Rory McIlroy: Known for his powerful and dynamic swing, McIlroy has one of the most 

admired modern swings on the PGA Tour. His fluid motion and ability to generate speed 

have contributed to his success. 

 

Ultimately, the "best" swing is a matter of personal preference, and different golfers may 

have different opinions on what constitutes an ideal golf swing. Each of the players 

mentioned above has had a profound impact on the game, and their swings are often studied 

by aspiring golfers and enthusiasts. 

 

Better on this question, although it omitted Bobby Jones, so we’ll have to give it a “B” on that 

one. 

 

Clearly, we have more to worry about with nuclear weapons than we do with ChatGPT and 

artificial intelligence in general. In terms of using ChatGPT or any competing products as a 

resource to help the collector with golf books, it’s a nonstarter. You are no better off than listening 

to the local drunk at your golf club spouting off his (unsolicited) opinions about golf at the 19th 

hole! 

 

-- John Sabino 

 


