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Castle to Clubhouse : How Golf Came to Loch Lomond 

 

This month we tackle a love-it-or-hate-it Scottish club, Loch Lomond. 

 

The Loch Lomond Golf Club’s structure has historically been quite non-traditional. The club has 

been owned by two separate developers and the far-ranging original members were from all over 

the world. The club was established in the tradition of Augusta National and Pine Valley; with an 

international membership and not as a local golf club in the traditional sense. Loch Lomond was 

originally constituted as a 'destination' club to be 'savored' only a few times a year. Membership 

was organized around specific geographic regions and the club appointed specific ‘Captains' to 

assume leadership and membership responsibilities for these regions. Suffice it to say, the club’s 

members have never been the type of people who live paycheck-to-paycheck. The club’s first 

history is equally non-traditional in that it often addresses the form of the club, its various 

reorganizations, financial tribulations, and structures. 

 

 

 
 

Published in 2020 Castle to Clubhouse: How Golf Came To Loch Lomond was written by Nicholas 

Best, a Cambridge-based author with twenty books to his credit. Issued without a dust jacket, with 

a cloth slipcase, the book is 238 pages, adorned with the club’s crest on the cover in gilt. It is an 

elegant history befitting this high-end club located in Luss, situated on the namesake Loch 

Lomond.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

The extensive and well researched opening chapter traces the history of the historic castle on the 

property, Rossdhu House, from its earliest days centuries ago, through to the current day. The 

family that owned the land, the Colquhouns, had occupied it since 1368, when Sir Robert of 

Colquhoun married well and was given a large track of land on the lake by the 6th laird of Luss. 

The book recounts the history of the family through the centuries including how various clans 

battled, and since the aristocratic family were loyal to the crown they were rewarded as a result.  

 

Like many landed gentry, the cost to upkeep a great estate in the twentieth century proved 

crippling. Rossdhu House and the property had become run down in the 1970s and ’80s. It was in 

1986 that London based property developer David Brench had the idea to revive the dilapidated 

eighteenth century mansion and to develop two golf courses on the land. Having owned the land 

for centuries, the Colquhoun family did not agree to sell it, rather, Brench entered into a 128 year 

lease for the 600 acres. He financed the acquisition with debt, which proved his downfall. Brench 

was done in when the Iraq war started and his loans were called in.  

 

It was Brench who brought in Tom Weiskopf and Jay Morrish to design the golf course, a wise 

choice as they routed a beautiful golf course to take full advantage of the views offered around 

Rodddhu Bay along the loch. The original plan was to build two courses: The High Road, a private, 

high end course for members, and the Low Road, a resort course open to the public, that would 

bring in needed cash flow and help finance the operations. Although sited in a breathtaking 

location, the course’s nemesis is the wet terrain it is built on. 

 

Loch Lomond is essentially built on peat and bogs, thus the course is very wet and any attempts to 

improve the land or build up upon it have been futile. The course is prone to sinking. During 

construction, crews put in dirt and rubble to stabilize it, and covered it with a heavy-duty plastic 

mesh. The 13th hole was the most challenging of all, it was essentially built on a sinkhole and the 

crew put in fill for a full two years and yet it still kept sinking. It was near the 13th hole that 

Weiskopf went out one morning and sunk into the muck up to his neck and almost died. 

 

 

 
The title page of Castle to Clubhouse 



 
 
 
 
 

Arizona based developer Lyle Anderson stepped in to rescue the project in the early 2000s. He 

made the same mistake as Brench and took on too much debt; when the global financial crisis hit 

in 2008 the banks called in his loans. There was a protracted battle with the bank who ultimately 

put the defaulted property out to bid. After a bidding war and a lawsuit, the club finally converted 

to an equity structure and is now member owned, with great financial loss to the early members 

who had put up serious money to join. 

 

The book has ten chapters in total. The Scottish Open Championship was held at the club for 

fourteen years (from 1996 through 2010) and a chapter highlights those tournaments. Additional 

chapters in the beautifully illustrated book detailed other interesting facts regarding the club’s short 

but complex history. Jack Nicklaus was brought in to design the second course, a proposed 

heathland course, although it was never built due to the financial problems and the expected 

difficulties of getting it through an environmental review. 

 

Castle to Clubhouse calls Loch Lomond “One of the most beautiful places in Scotland, if not the 

entire British Isles,” and it is not difficult to see why looking at the course from above. Rossdhu 

House is seen in the left of the picture. 

 

 
 

The course has ongoing drainage problems and periodically makes adjustments to try and solve 

them. Hopefully they are on the right path to a permanent solution. Many golf snobs, pardon me, 

I mean golf connoisseurs, have given Loch Lomond a thumbs down: “Too wet,” “I don’t go to 

Scotland to play on a parkland course,” “over-rated,” are the usual comments you hear. They are 

all wrong. The place is spectacular on all levels. What makes it so charming is the combination of 

a very good course, a breathtaking location, the exclusivity of the club, and one of the best 



 
 
 
 
 

clubhouses in the world. Looked at in total, Loch Lomond is one of the best places in the world to 

play golf. 

 

 
The walled garden at Loch Lomond seen from a birds-eye view 

 

As you can tell, I am in the ‘love it’ camp when in comes to Loch Lomond. Reading through the 

club history brought back great memories of the time I played there. My desire is to go back and 

play it again someday, hopefully by taking the High Road. 

 

 

-- John Sabino 
 


