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Carnoustie 

This month we focus on the unloved course of the Open rotation, Carnoustie, which has a complex 

history and more than a dozen books associated with it. Researching this newsletter has been very 

enlightening and has helped to clear up a lot of confusion I have personally had over the years 

relating to the club, and the myriad number of booklets published about it between the first and 

second World Wars. Hopefully it will do the same for you. 

First, it is important to draw a distinction between the Carnoustie Links, which is the golf course, 

and the Carnoustie Golf Club, which is one of the clubs that plays its golf over the Carnoustie 

Links. There are others clubs that play over the Carnoustie Links as well, including the Dalhousie 

Golf Club, the Mercantile Golf Club and the Caledonia Golf Club. In this regard, it is similar to 

St. Andrews, which has its links course, but then multiple clubs that play over it, including the 

Royal and Ancient Golf Club. The Links is owned by the county of Angus, but the running, 

oversight and care of the golf course is entrusted to a committee whose membership is made up of 

the six golf clubs based in Carnoustie that play the course. Adding to the confusion, the chapter on 

Carnoustie in Horace Hutchinson’s British Golf Links, published in 1897 is titled: Dalhousie Golf 

Club. 

The earliest book related to Carnoustie is titled Carnoustie Golf Links Bazaar and it was compiled 

by William Caesar and published in 1892 (D & J C1360). It was done in decorative boards and 

cloth and is 65 pages; the cover has an illustration of a nineteenth century golfer and his caddie on 

the front.  

 

The rare Carnoustie Golf Links Bazaar book from 1892 



The Scottish Army has had a military operation next to the golf course since the mid nineteenth 

century, and in those early days they were thinking of acquiring the land the course sits on to 

expand their operations at Camp Barry. The townsfolk were opposed to the idea and rallied, led 

by key members of the Dalhousie Golf Club, organizing a “bazaar,” (a fundraiser we would call it 

today) to raise the funds necessary for the town to buy the land from the local landed gentry before 

the Army could do so. Their three day fundraiser in March 1892 held in nearby Dundee succeeded 

in raising £2,758 and they successfully purchased the land, a significant event that likely saved the 

golf links from extinction. The book was issued for the bazaar event. This research helps fill in an 

interesting historical note (at least for me). One of the things that is noticeable when you play the 

course is the sound of gunfire nearby, especially audible along the sixth hole. The British Army 

still operates the 2,600-acre Camp Barry Buddon as a training ground for firing rifles and mortars. 

The Open Golf Championship Carnoustie (D & J C5650) was published by the Simmath Press in 

1931, the year that the course first hosted the Open, won by the Scottish golfer Tommy Armour. 

It is a softcover of 100 pages and illustrated. 1931 also saw the publication of The New 

Championship Golf Course, which is a variation of the above booklet and is 40 pages and 

softcover. The foreword was written by the then chairman of the championship golf committee, 

A. R. Crawford. Both are difficult to find. 

Carnoustie Golf Club (D & J C5590) was published by the Carnoustie Golf Course Committee in 

1933. It is a softcover of 40 pages and is also difficult to find. Souvenir of the Carnoustie 

Championship Golf Course (D & J C5620) was written by “Three Private Citizens of Carnoustie” 

in 1933. It is a green colored softcover bound together with a string and is 44 pages, with forewords 

by “the citizens” James Wright, R. R. Webster Baillie and J. W. A. Simpson. 

 

Carnoustie Commentary: Carnoustie and Its Golf Courses, (D & J C5530) was published in 1937 

and is softcover and 52 pages. The foreword was written by James Wright, chairman of the golf 

course committee. It is illustrated with plates from green-tinted photographs and golf course 

drawings and has much of the same content as the 1933 Souvenir booklet. It has a nice double page 

plan of the Carnoustie Medal Course, showing the course as it existed for the 1937 British Open, 

the second of eight championships held there. Other illustrations show how the holes at Carnoustie 



route on a compass diagram. It aptly describes the last three holes as "The Greatest Finish in Golf."  

This book was issued before the Open was contested on the course and is well done. 

 

The 1937 Carnoustie Commentary, which previews the upcoming Open to be held on the links 

Carnoustie Commentary, Championship Supplement 1937 (D & J C5560) is a 16 page softcover 

that was issued after the tournament was completed and features pictures and commentary about 

the Open. A full-page image of a gleeful looking Henry Cotton, the Champion Golfer of the Year, 

is included, with the Englishman holding the Claret Jug. Images of other contestants including 

Walter Hagen, Gene Sarazen, Sam Snead, Byron Nelson and Horton Smith are also present. If we 

think that complaints by today’s pampered golfers are something new, this book will help dispel 

some of the myth, as it appears that golfers from generations ago also liked to complain. The book 

offers a spirited defense of the course after some participants in the Open groused that it was unfair 

and too difficult! Specifically, it describes how having bunkers in the middle of the fairway were 

seen as unfair. In their defense, they point out that St. Andrews also has the same type of bunkering 

and it is not criticized for it. 

Shifting to the modern era, Stewart Hackney wrote two books about Carnoustie: The Carnoustie 

Links: Courses and Players was published in 1988 in spiral bound wrappers and is 141 pages (D 

& J H1630). His revised second edition is shorter, at only 118 pages and was done in softcover. 



 

Experience Carnoustie Golf Links by Richard Goodale was published in 2007 and is 138 pages. 

The book offers a birds-eye view and a ground level view of each hole and gives strategic advice 

on how to play the challenging course. It was published in both a standard trade edition and a 

leather-bound edition. 

 

The Carnoustie Story was written by Donald Ford in 2006. It is a hardcover of 128 pages and 

provides a good overall history of the golf course. The book has separate chapters on the first six 

Open Championships held at Carnoustie: 1931, 1937, 1953, 1968, 1975 and 1999 and includes 

extensive black and white and color photos. It also includes a detailed hole-by-hole analysis of the 

championship course. Ford grew up playing Carnoustie in his youth and has had a lifelong love 

affair with the course. 

Ford’s book does the best job of explaining the complex history of the course itself. The links were 

first laid out by Robert Chambers in the mid 1830s. Allan Robertson upgraded Chambers’ wee 

layout to a ten hole course in 1840. Old Tom Morris was brought in in the mid 1850s to expand 

the course to eighteen holes. He would make further refinements to the course over the next forty 

years, as would his brother George Morris, Bob Simpson and Archie Simpson. Willie Park Jr. was 

brought in early in the twentieth century to add in bunkers, but it was the changes made by James 

Braid in 1926 which catapulted the course into its revered place today. Five years after Braid’s 

changes the R & A deemed it worthy and it was selected to host its first Open Championship. The 

course used in that first Open in 1931 was quite different than the course they played in 1937. 

Although he never put a shovel in the ground and is not credited with any actual design changes, 



it was James Wright, the chairman of the Links Committee from 1926-1937 who was the driving 

force behind making the last three holes the “toughest finishing stretch in golf.” It was Wright’s 

idea to shorten the 16th from a par four to a par three and to add 100 yards to the 17th and 150 

yards to the 18th. If golfers want to turn their ire to someone after being beaten up on the way in, 

it should be directed at a deceased accountant from Dundee. 

The Carnoustie Golf Club 150th Anniversary (D & J C5500) was published in 1992 and is 48 

pages. The club was formed in 1842, making it one of the ten oldest clubs in the world. 25 years 

later the club celebrated their 175th anniversary with the publication of The Carnoustie Golf Club 

1842-2017, written by Donald Ford. Both books focus on the Carnoustie “club” as distinct from 

the Carnoustie Links. 

 

Although not about either the course or the club, another book covers a key individual in 

Carnoustie’s history: Robert Simpson, Carnoustie was written by Jack Mishler (D & J M31210) 

and published by JLM Golf in 2001 in a limited edition of 500, produced in leather and signed by 

the author. A standard trade edition (D & J M31240) was produced at the same time with 2,500 

copies printed. In 1883, at the age of twenty, Simpson was hired as the head golf professional, 

greens keeper, club and ball maker and instructor for the Dalhousie Golf Club. This book tells his 

story. 

The World Atlas of Golf describes Carnoustie beautifully: “Rarely can it be said of any course that 

it has no weakness, but this is true of Carnoustie. Every hole is different in character. Only three 

are short, and at no point during the round do more than two follow exactly the same direction.” 

As someone who has been fortunate enough to play all the course on the rotation, Carnoustie is 

my favorite. For sure, it can’t compare to the history of Muirfield, the sand dunes of Birkdale or 

the beautiful views of Turnberry, but hole for hole it stacks up against any course in the world as 

a truly great place to play golf. 

 

-- John Sabino 


