
 

   
 

 

Syllabus: Intermediate  CEFR Level: B1+  

 

Topic Language Focus Skills Focus 

Home and 
family 

Grammar: present simple & 
present continuous (state/action 
verbs), future forms (will, going to, 
present continuous) 
 
Vocabulary: food, cooking, family, 
adjectives of personality 

Practical English: reacting to what people say 
 
Writing: a description of a person 

Money Grammar: present perfect & past 
simple, present perfect with 
for/since, present perfect 
continuous 
 
Vocabulary: money, strong 
adjectives (exhausted, amazed) 

Writing: an informal e-mail or message between 
friends and family 
 
Listening: Street interviews - comprehension 

Transport Grammar: comparatives & 
superlatives, articles (a/an, the, no 
article) 
 
Vocabulary: transport, collocations 
(verbs/adjectives + prepositions) 

Practical English: giving opinions 
Writing: an article for a magazine – transport in your 
town 

Failure and 
success 

Grammar: can, could, be able to, 
reflexive pronouns 
 
Vocabulary: -ed and –ing adjectives 
 
Progress Test #1 

Writing: telling a story, first person, about true events 

Modern 
manners 
 
Sport 

Grammar: modals of obligation 
(must, have to, should), should 
have, past tenses (past simple, 
continuous, perfect) 
 
Vocabulary: phone language, sport 

Practical English: making requests and giving 
permission 
 
Listening: Street interviews - comprehension 
 

Love 
 
Cinema 

Grammar: usually & used to, 
passives (all tenses) 
 
Vocabulary: relationships, cinema 

Writing: a film review 

The body 
 
Learning 

Grammar: modals of deduction 
(might, can’t, must), first 
conditional and future time clauses 
(when, until) 
 
Vocabulary: the body, education 
 
 

Practical English: making suggestions for a night out 
Listening: Street interviews - comprehension 



 

   
 

Home Grammar: second conditional 
 
Vocabulary: homes and houses 
 
Progress Test #2 

Writing: a description of accommodation  

Shopping 
 
Work 

Grammar: reported speech: 
sentences and questions, gerunds 
and infinitives 
 
Vocabulary: shopping, making 
nouns from verbs, work 

Practical English: indirection questions 
 
Writing: a letter of complaint, a covering letter/e-mail 
with your CV 
 
Listening: Street interviews - comprehension 

Technology Grammar: third conditional, 
quantifiers, separable phrasal 
verbs 
 
Vocabulary: making adjectives and 
adverbs, electronic devices, 
technology, phrasal verbs 

Writing: a magazine article expressing advantages and 
disadvantages 

Modern 
icons 

Grammar: relative clauses (defining 
and non-defining) 
 
Vocabulary: compound nouns 

Practical English: talking about the future, telephone 
conversations 
 
Writing: a biography 

Crime and 
safety 

Grammar: question tags 
 
Vocabulary: crime 
 
Progress Test #3 

Listening: Street interviews - comprehension 

 

  



 

   
 

General English courses 

GE courses are designed to improve the learner's proficiency in all skills and systems of English. They 
present new language within a range of relevant topics that reflect the use of English in everyday 
life.  

Each level of the course is based on the CEFR scale, and it is anticipated that by the end of the 
course, the learner will be able to satisfy the “can “do statements associated with the level and will 
be ready to begin studying at a higher level. This is achieved by progress through the course book 
and supplementary materials, as well as participation in the social programme, self-study and other 
activities outside the classroom. 

 

Self-Study 

As well as the content of the course books and supplementary materials, students should be 
introduced to strategies for study and language improvement when they are not in the classroom.  

Sending students to various attractions in London such as the Geoffrey Museum for vocabulary 
about the home, or to Borough Market to practise ordering food and drink, are good ways to 
encourage taking what they learn in the classroom to the real world. 

Students should also make use of the study centre at Malvern House where they can read the 
graded readers, review vocabulary and grammar, or complete their homework (three pieces should 
be set each week). 

Another idea to get students practising outside class time is to send them on the Social Programme 
events which take place throughout the week and on Saturdays, this can also be combined with 
students attending the film and conversation clubs. 

Additional support is provided in the way of the “Learning Support” sessions taking place on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, students can sign up at the reception desk. 

 

Assessment 

Progress testing is carried out every 4 weeks yet teachers may conduct mini tests and reviews on a 
weekly or bi-weekly basis, depending on the needs of the class. Also, every 4 weeks, a tutorial should 
be held with the student to discuss academic performance and set goals for the coming weeks. 
These goals should be regularly reviewed with the student and need to be considered when planning 
lessons. The details and outcomes of these tutorials are then typed up in the progress tracking 
report. 

 

Assessment is linked to the CEFR scale. It is anticipated that by the end of the course, a student will 
be able to fulfil the “can do” statements for the relevant level of the CEFR. 


