
 

   
 

Syllabus: Advanced  CEFR Level: C1  Coursebook: English File 3rd Edition 

 

Topic Language Focus Skills Focus 

Personality 
and work 

Grammar: have: auxiliary or 
main verb, discourse markers: 
linkers 
 
 
Vocabulary: personality, work 
 

Colloquial English: Listening to and talking about work and 
family 
 
Writing: a job application 

Learning Grammar: pronouns 
 
Vocabulary: learning 
languages 

Writing: An article – using synonyms, organising a text, tips for 
writing articles 

Memories Grammar: the past: habitual 
events and specific incidents, 
uses of the verb to get 
 
Vocabulary: word building: 
abstract nouns, phrases with 
get 
 

Writing: A review – analysing a model text, useful language for 
writing reviews (adverbs of degree), paragraph organisation for 
a review. 

History, 
battles, war 

Grammar: discourse markers: 
adverbs and adverbial 
expressions 
 
Vocabulary: conflict and 
warfare 
 
Progress Test #1 

Colloquial English: talking about history, listening to street 
interviews and a history documentary 

Books, 
films, and 
media 

Grammar: speculation and 
deduction, adding emphasis 
using inversion 
 
Vocabulary: sounds and the 
human voice, describing 
books and films 

Listening: a short film about the York Literature festival 

Time Grammar: distancing 
language, unreal uses of past 
tenses 
 
Vocabulary: expressions with 
time, money 

Writing: A discursive essay, presenting a balanced argument 
 
Colloquial English: talking about stress and relaxation 

Technology Grammar: verb + object + 
infinitive or gerund, 
conditional sentences 

 
Vocabulary: compound 
adjectives, phones and 
technology, adjectives + 
prepositions 
 
 

Writing: A report – language for generalising and making 
suggestions 



 

   
 

Interesting 
facts 

Grammar: permission, 
obligation, and necessity 
 
Vocabulary: word formation: 
prefixes 
Progress Test #2 

Colloquial English: talking about art and illustration, listening to 
street interviews, collocations with get 

Health 
 
 

Grammar: verbs of the 
senses, gerunds and infinitives 
 
Vocabulary: health and 
medicine, similes, travel and 
tourism 

 

Tourism and 
nature 

Grammar: expressing future 
plans and arrangements, 
ellipsis 
 
 
Vocabulary: travel and 
tourism, animal matters 

Writing: a discursive essay: taking sides, analysing a model 
essay, useful language for giving personal opinions, introducing 
opposite arguments, and refuting opposing points 
 
Listening: A short film about penicillin  

Food Grammar: nouns: compound 
and possessive forms, adding 
emphasis: cleft sentences 
 
Vocabulary: preparing food, 
food adjectives with –y, words 
that are often confused 

Writing: a letter of complaint, language for formal writing, 
organising and drafting a cohesive letter 
 
Colloquial English: talking about insects and animals, street 
interviews, informal and vague language 

Where do I 
belong? 

Grammar: relative clauses 
 
Vocabulary: word building: 
adjectives, nouns, and verbs 
 
Progress Test #3 
 

Listening: a short film about Ellis Island 

  



 

   
 

General English courses 

GE courses are designed to improve the learner's proficiency in all skills and systems of English. They 
present new language within a range of relevant topics that reflect the use of English in everyday 
life.  

Each level of the course is based on the CEFR scale, and it is anticipated that by the end of the 
course, the learner will be able to satisfy the “can “do statements associated with the level and will 
be ready to begin studying at a higher level. This is achieved by progress through the course book 
and supplementary materials, as well as participation in the social programme, self-study and other 
activities outside the classroom. 

 

Self-Study 

As well as the content of the course books and supplementary materials, students should be 
introduced to strategies for study and language improvement when they are not in the classroom.  

Sending students to various attractions in London such as the Geoffrey Museum for vocabulary 
about the home, or to Borough Market to practise ordering food and drink, are good ways to 
encourage taking what they learn in the classroom to the real world. 

Students should also make use of the study centre at Malvern House where they can read the 
graded readers, review vocabulary and grammar, or complete their homework (three pieces should 
be set each week). 

Another idea to get students practising outside class time is to send them on the Social Programme 
events which take place throughout the week and on Saturdays, this can also be combined with 
students attending the film and conversation clubs. 

Additional support is provided in the way of the “Learning Support” sessions taking place on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, students can sign up at the reception desk. 

 

Assessment 

Progress testing is carried out every 4 weeks yet teachers may conduct mini tests and reviews on a 
weekly or bi-weekly basis, depending on the needs of the class. Also, every 4 weeks, a tutorial should 
be held with the student to discuss academic performance and set goals for the coming weeks. 
These goals should be regularly reviewed with the student and need to be considered when planning 
lessons. The details and outcomes of these tutorials are then typed up in the progress tracking 
report. 

 

Assessment is linked to the CEFR scale. It is anticipated that by the end of the course, a student will 
be able to fulfil the “can do” statements for the relevant level of the CEFR. 

 

 

 


