
Frankincense 

 Frankincense, celebrated for its historical utilization in treating mental disorders dating back to ancient Greece, is currently garnering 

attention for its potential to address neurological ailments. One essential component, Acetyl-11-keto-beta-boswellic acid (AKBA), plays a 

pivotal role in this emerging field. AKBA shows promise in supporting nerve regeneration, safeguarding against brain injuries and age-

related problems, mitigating neuroinflammation, and enhancing memory.  

 Additionally, the boswellic acid present in frankincense is believed to reduce AChE (acetylcholinesterase) activity within the 

cholinergic pathway, a mechanism implicated in the pathogenesis of Alzheimer's disease. This action may contribute to its potential 

benefits for memory and cognitive function. 

 According to the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology, boswellic acid (BA) has the ability to activate 

enigmatic ion channels within the brain, and this activation appears to have a positive impact on reducing symptoms of anxiety and 

depression. 

 Ding et al. in 2014 reported that boswellic acid (BA) provided protection for the brain. They did this by reducing the damage and 

cell death in brain injury caused by lack of oxygen and glucose, which happens during conditions like stroke. Essentially, these compounds 

seemed to help the brain cope better with the stress caused by reduced oxygen and glucose, potentially offering some level of protection. 

 Research also substantiates frankincense's therapeutic prowess, encompassing anti-inflammatory, analgesic, tranquilizing, and 

antibacterial properties. 

 Extracts from Boswellia serrata hold the potential for alleviating inflammatory conditions like rheumatism, ulcerative colitis, and 

bronchitis. Frankincense preparations also inhibit 5-lipoxygenase, an inflammation-related enzyme, and offer potential anti-tumor effects.  

 Additionally, inhalation and consumption of Boswellia may reduce asthma risk. 

 In skin care, frankincense exhibits robust anti-proliferative activity and can modulate skin inflammation and tissue remodeling. These 

findings highlight the potential benefits of incorporating frankincense into natural skincare routines, reinforcing its multifaceted therapeutic 

profile. 
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