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T H E  F R O N T

Return of the mac Despite the 
high street’s claims to the contrary, 

now simply isn’t the time to stock 
up on summer clothes. We are  
still in the throes of winter, and 

purchases should be kept to the 
purely practical: good wellies to 

see children through till next winter, 
lightweight waterproof coats with 

room for layering underneath; 
anything that will keep children 

warm, dry, and preferably mud-free 
until the sun finally shows itself.  
So look away from Benetton’s 

delectable new-season collection 
of coloured and printed denims for 

now, and invest instead in one of 
its new colour-block pack-a-macs. 
Sadly you can rest assured that it 
will get a lot of wear between this 
winter and the next (£19.99, ages 

1-12, benetton.com).
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Nice knits If you long to see your  
pre-teens in anything other than an 
unfortunately coloured hoodie, you will be 
glad to hear about Bonnie UK, a new 
British company specialising in plain, 
machine-washable lambswool for children 
up to 14 years old. Founded by Antonia 
May, a mother of four, after a fruitless 
search for a plain wool cardigan for her 
daughter, Bonnie UK now produces  
nine designs in a range of wearable colours 
for girls and boys. Particularly good for  
11- to 14-year-olds are the crew- and 
button-necked jerseys, which are smart, 
understated and not remotely uncool. 
Prices start at £36 (bonnieuk.com).  

Best feet forward I have it on authority that wellington boots 
are no good for football, so as mud does nothing to put my 

children off the untold pleasures of kicking a ball at one another, 
I have resorted to gaiters to keep at least some of it off their 

trousers. Fastening over the lower leg with a Velcro strip and 
held in place with an under-foot strap and a drawstring toggle 

below the knee, these Trekmates Rannoch Moor junior 
gaiters, which will fit anyone from an eight-year-old to  

a teenager, are designed with trekking – not tackling – 
in mind, but have been instrumental in lessening my 

laundry load (£18, trekmates.co.uk).

Three of the best Waterproof trousers 
should be compulsory in winter: Torrentshell 
Pants, ages 5-14 years, £55, Patagonia 
(patagonia.com), have a rip-resistant, 
waterproof, breathable nylon shell; Original 
Trousers, ages 18 months-10 years, £18, 
Muddy Puddles (muddypuddles.com), have 
an under-shoe strap to stop them riding up; 
breathable polyester Pack It Overtrousers, 
ages 3-12 years, £14, Regatta (regatta.
com), pack into a drawstring bag.

Right as rain It may have just 
celebrated its 100th anniversary, 
but the Swedish outdoor- 
clothing company Didriksons 
has only been trading in Britain 
for the past 12 months. Expert 
at dealing with the elements 
stylishly, the company has a 
huge offering for children and 
teenagers. Look at the new 
collection for high-performance 
wet-weather gear, from bright 
wellies and hats to coordinating 
overalls and jackets. Shown 
here is the waterproof 
Waterman Kid’s Set, ages 3-7 
years, £40, available in a range 
of colours (didriksons.com).


