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BREAKING DOWN THE SCHOOL TO PRISON PIPELINE
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Zero-Tolerance




A disturbing national trend
wherein children are funneled out

Racial Disparities in School Discipline

Black students are 3-4 times more likely than their white peers
to be expelled or face multiple suspensions from school.
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juvenile and criminal justice
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are isolated, punished, and
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Policies that encourage police presence at schools, harsh tactics including physica
restraint, and automatic punishments that result in suspensions and out-of-class time
are huge contributors to the pipeline, but the problem is more complex than that.




“Zero-tolerance” policies
criminalize minor infractions
of school rules, while cops in
schools lead to students
being criminalized for
behavior that should be
handled inside the school.

When combined with zero-tolerance policies, a teacher's
decision to refer students for punishment can mean
they are pushed out of the classroom—and much more
likely to be intfroduced into the criminal justice system.

Students of color are especially vulnerable to
push-out trends and the discriminatory
application of discipline.

Zero-tolerance policies have been widely
criticized when schools have interpreted
"weapon" very broadly, expelling students

for making guns with their fingers or chewing a
Pop-Tart into a gun shape.




SCHOOL-TO-PRISON PIPELINE

School disciplinary policies
disproportionately affect Black students.
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Encourages Drop Out; No
Child Left Behind.

This failure to meet educational
needs increases disengagement and
dropouts, increasing the risk of
later court involvement.



As harsh penalties for minor
misbehavior become more
pervasive, schools increasingly
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As a result, children are far
more likely to be subject

to school-based arrests—the
majority of which are for non-
violent offenses, such as
disruptive behavior

Many under-resourced schools become
ipeline gateways by placing increased
reliance on police rather than teachers and
administrators to maintain discipline.
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Growing numbers of
districts

employ schoo/
resource officers to
patrol school
hallways, often with
little or no training in
working with youth.

Youth who become involved in the
juvenile justice system are often
denied procedural protections in the
courts; in one state, up to 80% of
court-involved children do not have
lawyers.




LET'S KEEP

OUR KIDS
IN SCHOOL,

NOTIN
HANDCUFFS.

Kyle is part of a national trend where children are funneled out of public schools and into the
juvenile and criminal justice systems. This 14-year-old Black student declined to show his
teacher a note he had written, the child was led from school in handcuffs, barred from all
public schools in the state for a year and is spending a year under house arrest.




districts

Increase the use of positive behavior interventions
and supports.

Compile annual reports on the total number of
disciplinary actions that push students out of the
classroom based on gender, race and ability.

 Create agreements with police departments and

court systems to limit arrests at school and the use

of restraints, such as mace and handcuffs.

Provide simple explanations of infractions and
prescribed responses in the student code of

conduct to ensure fairness.

Create appropriate limits on the use of law
enforcement in public schools.

Train teachers on the use of positive behavior

supports for at-risk students. h



