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Rates of Drug Use and Sales, by Race Rates of Drug-Related Criminal Justice
Measures, by Race

At the state level, blacks are about 6.5 times as likely as whites to be incarcerated for drug-related crimes.

* In Florida, reporters reviewed .
nearly 1,000x videotapes of E
highway traffic stops, and &
found that police had use
traffic violations as an excuse,

: : taking the money without filing ——
Fln aHCIal any criminal charges.
Incentive TO - In 2010, police arrested more

people for marijuana
Arrest possession than for all violent

crimes combined.

StatiStiCS * Despite the fact that Blacks and

whites use marijuana at
comparable rates, Blacks
are almost four times more
likely to be arrested for
marijuana possession.
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https://www.aclu.org/marijuana

As if free military
equipment, training, and
cash grants were not
enough the Reagan
administration granted
the authority to keep for
their own use, the vast
majority of cash and
assets seized when
waging the drug war.




Consider this: Out of the 10.3
million arrests made per year, only
5 percent are for the most serious
offenses, including murder, rape,
and aggravated assault. These are
the ones that truly threaten public
safety. The other 95 percent of
arrests are for things like traffic
violations, marijuana possession,
unlawful assembly, and

even removing a shopping cart
from store premises.
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Arrested an 8-year-old




* American policing has never been a neutral institution. The first U.S.
city police department was a slave patrol, and modern police forces
have directed oppression and violence at Black people to enforce Jim
Crow, wage the War on Drugs, and crack down on protests.

* We must cut the astronomical amount of money that our
governments spend on law enforcement and give that money to more
helpful services like job training, counseling, and violence-prevention
programs. Each year, state and local governments spend upward of
$100 billion dollars on law enforcement—and that’s excluding billions

more in federal grants and resources



https://time.com/4779112/police-history-origins/
https://www.urban.org/policy-centers/cross-center-initiatives/state-and-local-finance-initiative/state-and-local-backgrounders/police-and-corrections-expenditures

Budgets are not created in a vacuum. They can be changed through targeted
advocacy and organizing.

We can demand that our local officials (including city council members and
mayors) stop allocating funds for the police to acquire more militarized
equipment and instead ask for that money to go toward community-run
violence-prevention programs.

We can demand that our federal government redirect the money that funds
police presence in schools to putting counselors in schools instead.

Police violence is a leading cause of death for Black men: A recent

study found that 1 in 1,000 Black men can expect to be killed by police, and
public health experts have described police violence as a serious public
health issue.

We must cut the astronomical amount of money that our governments spend
on law enforcement and give that money to more helpful services like job
training, counseling, and violence-prevention programs. Each year, state and
local governments spend upward of 100 billion dollars on law
enforcement—and that’s excluding billions more in federal grants and
resources.






