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COBRA 
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HOT SEAT!



COBRA MAGIC

C
obra Magic was founded in 2011 
by Yaniv Levy who is the principal 
engineer behind their range of great 
effects. Their ‘electric’ chair effect 
has been used on TV around the 
world countless times by magicians 

and mentalists, never failing to get amazing 
reactions. Magicseen was lucky enough to 
‘test-drive’ it at Blackpool and it certainly had 
the ‘wow’ factor. We take a few minutes to chat 
with Yaniv.

When Yaniv was a child he was fascinated 
by magic and was also very intrigued with 
electronic devices. Says Yaniv, ‘They are very 
similar in my opinion, because with both of 
them you don’t really know how it works. I 
remember as a kid I got a remote control car 
and didn’t understand how it worked, so I 
disassembled it to see what went on inside!

‘When I grew up, I worked as a children’s 
magician and I had a very successful show 
which won competitions in my country. While 
I performed, I needed unique magic and I 
had the ability to make my own stuff, so I did. 
After a few years I went and studied electronic 
engineering professionally and then opened my 
company - Cobra Magic.’

Yaniv’s wife, Liron, is his “right hand” in the 
business. ‘In the last year she’s quit her job as a 
business manager and started working full-time 
as an executive manager - she is in charge of 
customer service, sales, marketing and with 
her help I get to do what I love doing - creating 
magic for magicians!’

Based in Israel in the centre of Tel Aviv, Yaniv 
describes the city as ‘a young and fun city to 
work in.’ They have recently moved to a bigger 
lab and are loving the extra space.

We saw your amazing Electric Chair at 
Blackpool – tell us about how it was developed? 
‘While I was working as a magician, I was 
looking for funny material and I knew there 
was an electric chair - but I had no way to get 
one. So, I bought a regular wooden chair and 

built the electric system in it. In time, friends 
who were magicians heard about the chair and 
were interested in buying one from me. So, I 
decided to create a chair I could sell - and that’s 
how the Super Chair was born. The first chair 
I produced had electric current and vibration. 
This chair was made especially for me in India 

and was carved from huge tree trunks into a 
chair which had wires inside the wood. It was 
the first chair ever made just for that particular 
trick. That’s why it became a very successful and 
I think it’s a beautiful product. Over the years I 
have integrated the systems and added the finger 
touch.’

S U B S C R I B E  AT:  W W W. M A G I C S E E N .C O M      3 9



4 0     M A G I C S E E N  M A G A Z I N E  -  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 9

Yaniv continues, ‘The current chair I market is 
actually a result of 10 years of working on the 
electric chair and I have upgraded the systems 
in it. It now has a finger touch on the right side 
of the volunteer, and on the left, a vibration and 
an electric shocker and it looks like a perfectly 
standard IKEA chair that everyone has at home!’

Did you work with magicians to develop 
potential routines? ‘Sometimes yes and 
sometimes no. I have a lot of magician friends in 
Israel and abroad and I like getting their opinion 
on my new creations. In addition, when I go 
to conventions I actually perform it in front of 
magicians, and it gives me insights and ideas for 
routines.’

So, what effects can you achieve with the chair? 
‘Basically, you have to understand that the chair 
is a tool, it doesn’t have one or two effects that 
are good for it and that’s that, no!’ says Yaniv, 
‘I filmed about 10-20 different routines that 
my customers can take and use and still my 
customers send me their ideas of what they have 

done with it in their shows - and it’s amazing 
because it’s something totally new.

‘One of the effects that you can achieve is to 
touch one person and the other one feels it. You 
don’t need to be anywhere near that person, you 
do not need any set-up or preparation and the 
volunteer is 100% sure that you touched him.’ 
It’s interesting that you use chairs from IKEA 
– how important was it to use props that don’t 
look ‘unusual?’ ‘Very important! The fact that 
the mentalism chair is an IKEA chair is huge, 
the audience won’t ever suspect that the chair is 
gimmicked - they probably have a chair like that 
at home and secondly, and also very important, 
is that the magician can buy a duplicate chair at 
any nearby IKEA store for $10 without needing 
us or without any expensive costs.’

Are any well known magicians using the chair? 
‘Yes!” says Yaniv, ‘We just saw magician ‘X’ on 
BGT using our chairs on both auditions. He was 
wonderful. There are many more well known 
magicians that are also using the chair, but we 
are not able to mention their names without 
their permission…’
  
The new version (V2.0) took Cobra Magic 
about two years. And all of the products are 
handmade. They also make them to order, as 
they believe that the product needs to be tested 
before sending them out and the system should 
be “fresh.” The Mentalism Chair is $2000 and 
people can buy them from www.cobramagic.
com.

I ask Yaniv what his future plans are? ‘We have 
a new lecture about electronics - a majority of 
magicians use electric products and my lecture 
is to teach them how to fix their own items, 
and also, I have a workshop at conventions for 
magicians that want to learn more - like how to 
make things by themselves. And of course, we 
are currently working on some new, exciting 
ideas!’

‘We just saw magician  
‘X’ on BGT using our chairs 
on both auditions. He was 
wonderful. There are 
many more well known 
magicians that are also 
using the chair, but we 
are not able to mention 
their names without their 
permission…’

COBRA MAGIC

DARE 
TO BE 
DIFFERENT!
What makes you 
different to other 
close-up performers, 
in your opinion? 
This issue we ask the 
fabulous Zak Stone…
 
“That’s a hard one 
to answer, but it has 
to come down to 
performance style and 
personality, I get away 
with the things I say 
and do because of the 
character I portray. I 
think it also comes down 
to experience and being 
a good judge of people.”

http://www.cobramagic.com
http://www.cobramagic.com

