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Adult Basic Education  
& ELL Resources

C H A N G E  A  L I F EC H A N G E  A  L I F E —— O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M EO N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E



n  Dear Colleagues,
Grass Roots Press is a niche publishing company that was 
established in 1997. We specialize in adult basic education 
and ELL resources. The chart describes where you can 
access our paperbacks and digital products. We wish you 
all the best in your work and thank you for the opportunity 
to contribute to your success.

Regards,

Dr. Pat Campbell 
President and Founder

Website: 
www.grassrootsbooks.net

Email: 
info@grassrootsbooks.net

Mailing address:
Grass Roots Press 

128 Bishops Walk Road 
Salt Spring Island, BC 

V8K 2J7

Phone: 
1-780-931-0694

Toll-free: 
1-888-303-3213

Where do I purchase paperbacks?

Amazon

Where do I purchase PDFs?

You can purchase single-user and multi-user PDFs from www.grassrootsbooks.net.  
The PDFs are secure, which means they cannot be printed.

Where do I access audio?

You can purchase audio from www.grassrootsbooks.net. Our website provides  
free audio for the photostories.

Where do I purchase Ebooks?

• Kindle • Kobo • Barnes & Noble
• Apple • EBSCO • Proquest
• Hoopla • Overdrive • Baker & Taylor

Where do I access free supplemental material?

Free downloads (workbooks, discussion questions, activity ideas) to accompany our  
biographies, photostories, novellas, and workbooks are available from our website.

Grass Roots Press Publications



R E A D I N G  L E V E L S

As educators, you want to be sure 
that the resources you purchase 
correspond to a student’s educational 
level. We have levelled the majority 
of our resources, using the following 
formulas and systems.

Fry Reading Level

This formula determines the grade 
level of text by examining syllable 
count and sentence length.

NRS and CASAS

For our American customers, the Fry 
Reading Levels are referenced to the 

NRS and CASAS levels.

Fry NRS CASAS

Grade 1 Beginning ABE Literacy A

Grades 2–3 Beginning Basic Education B

Grades 4–5
Low Intermediate  
Basic Education

B

Grades 6–8
High Intermediate  
Basic Education

C

CONTENTS
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Workbooks

The Active Reader Series
Linda Kita-Bradley

Fry Reading Level: Grade 1–8

Lexile Level: 300L–760L

The Active Reader series is based on the premise that fluent readers actively  
engage with the text, using a variety of strategies. The first two workbooks 
provide balanced, integrated instruction for beginning readers. Each unit 
provides opportunities for assisted reading and writing activities. The 
photostories provide a context for teaching word identification strategies  
such as phonics, word families, and prediction. Each workbook contains  
an answer key.

Photostories  
reflect the realities  
of day-to-day life.

High-frequency 
vocabulary and 
sight words help to 
develop fluency.
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Workbooks

Active Reader 4

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

The Active Reader: Book F (68 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583205 978-1-926583-20-4
The Active Reader: Book 1 (68 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583159 978-1-926583-15-0
The Active Reader: Book 2 (112 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583167 978-1-926583-16-7
The Active Reader: Book 3 (112 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583175 978-1-926583-17-4
The Active Reader: Book 4 (112 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583183 978-1-926583-18-1
The Active Reader: Book 5 (112 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583191 978-1-926583-19-8

Embedded Stop and Think 
questions promote active 
reading. 

Learners are encouraged 
to engage in daily literacy 
tasks.

The Active Reader 
workbooks 2 to 5  
each provide carefully 
levelled reading 
passages on the themes 
of people, relationships, 
health and safety, 
the environment, 
and history. Each unit 
provides a passage, 
followed by post-reading 
questions, a mini-lesson 
that reinforces a key 
comprehension strategy, 
skill development 
activities, and an 
authentic literacy task.

Active Reader 3

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583205
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583159
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583167
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583175
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583183
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/1926583191
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Workbooks

Vocabulary Boosters
Susan Rogers

Fry Reading Level: 
Workbook 1: 3–4 
Workbook 2: 5–6 
Workbook 3: 7–8

Lexile Level:  
Workbook 1:  700L 
Workbook 2:  760L 
Workbook 3:  840L

These workbooks aim to help adult 
learners develop their vocabulary through 
reading passages written at an appropriate 
level. The workbooks are organized 
around four themes: health, wildlife, the 
environment, and popular culture. Each 
lesson presents a non-fiction passage and 
a set of activities that relate to one of the 
four themes. Because repetition is essential 
for vocabulary development, each lesson 
presents five activities that focus on the new 
words. Added features include crossword 
puzzles, word searches, and a glossary. Each 
workbook contains an answer key.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Vocabulary Boosters 1 (178 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593405 978-1-894593-40-3
Vocabulary Boosters 2 (178 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593413 978-1-894593-41-0
Vocabulary Boosters 3 (178 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593421 978-1-894593-42-7
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Workbooks

Students gain 
practice in 
identifying topic, 
main idea, and 
supporting details.

Meaning Matters
Editor: Dr. Pat Campbell
Fry Reading Level: 5–6

This new series is designed for students who require 
instruction in a specific comprehension skill. Students 
will enjoy building their knowledge through reading the 
contemporary non-fiction passages in the workbooks. Each 
book begins by providing instruction on how to strengthen 
the target skill. The Main Idea workbook contains 35 passages 
followed by a set of questions requiring students to identify  
the main idea and supporting details. The Inferences and 
Conclusions workbook, which contains 20 passages, requires 
students to read closely and provide textual evidence to 
support inferences. The Vocabulary workbook provides 
instruction and activities in six areas: context clues, metaphors 
and similes, idioms, homophones, roots and affixes, and using 
the dictionary. The Fact and Opinion workbook contains  
19 passages, each followed by a set of statements that provides 
practice in discerning between facts and opinions. The 
serie’s content is derived from the following themes: history, 
environment, nature and science, people, health, social issues, 
law, sport, and labour. An answer key is included at the back 
of each workbook. (48 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Meaning Matters Vocabulary www.amazon.com/dp/1771532343 978-1-77153-234-1
Meaning Matters Main Idea www.amazon.com/dp/1771532351 978-1-77153-235-8
Meaning Matters Inferences and Conclusions www.amazon.com/dp/177153236X 978-1-77153-236-5
Meaning Matters Fact and Opinion www.amazon.com/dp/1771532386 978-1-77153-238-9

Opening statement  
provides an interesting fact.

A definition is provided 
for difficult words or 
concepts.

“These books have been fabulous for my corrections pre-GED 
students. The passages are accessible and interesting. My  
students now challenge each other to ‘prove it from the text.’”
  - Michelle J. Candy (Adult Educator)

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Workbooks

“These workbooks have revolutionized my 
student’s approach to writing. Now, he has 
the confidence that he can spell the words.” 
– Muriel Walker, Rocky Adult Literacy Program,   
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta

“I didn’t know what my 
spelling problems were 
until I started doing the 
toolbox and realized the 
piece I missed.”
– John, Muriel’s student

The Spelling Toolbox
Linda Kita-Bradley

These workbooks promote a strategy-based approach to 
spelling. Each workbook provides an introductory lesson that 
describes the spelling “tools,” and 20 thematically organized 
units on the topics of home, community, work, health, and 
writing. In each unit, the student learns how to spell 15 words 
by using phonics, syllabication, word families, and a spelling 
rule. Dictation and an application activity are provided so 
the student can try out the spelling strategies that have been 
learned. Application activities include tasks such as writing a 
notice to a landlord, making a shopping list, filling in a form 
for a free offer, and making a to-do list. 

A Sound Approach to Spelling
Christine Pinsent-Johnson

A Sound Approach to Spelling is for students who can spell consonant sounds and 
blends, but have difficulty spelling vowel patterns. In their attempt to correctly 
spell a vowel sound, students often mix up, omit, or add extra letter sounds. The 
workbook is comprised of 15 units, with each unit teaching one vowel sound. 
In each unit, four strategies are utilized to teach the target vowel sound: word 
sorts; word families; look, say, cover, write, check; and word analysis. Each 
unit closes with two dictations that enable students to analyze and study spelling 
errors. This book is reproducible.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

A Sound Approach (120 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583213 978-1-926583-21-1

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Spelling Toolbox 1 (168 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593146 978-1-894593-14-4
Spelling Toolbox 2 (168 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593154 978-1-894593-15-1
Spelling Toolbox 3 (150 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593316 978-1-894593-31-1
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Financial and Emotional Literacy

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Easy Money www.amazon.com/dp/1926583272 978-1-926583-27-3

Easy Money
Gail Vaz-Oxlade

Fry Reading Level: 6 
Lexile Level: 890L

A simple easy-to-read guide on money management. Written 
specifically for adult literacy and ESL learners, this practical 
planning guide will help students learn how to manage their 
money and take control of their lives. The book covers the 
following topics:

• the basics of managing money, saving, and paying down debt
• the difference between needs and wants
• creating a budget and living within one’s means
• understanding how credit works and the difference  

between “good” and “bad” debt
• planning and saving for the long-term and for emergencies.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Living with Grief and Loss (86 pp.) Only available as PDF 978-1-894593-38-0
Living with Healthy Relationships (84 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583078 978-1-926583-07-5

The Easy-to-Read Health Series
Judy Murphy; Illustrated by Val Lawton

Fry Reading Level: 4–5 
Lexile Level: 680L–740L

Students will appreciate 
these excellent reference 
materials. The well-
researched information will 
enhance students’ knowledge 
of building relationships and 
dealing with stress and grief. 
The text is enhanced with 
photographs, illustrations, 
and interactive activities, 
which encourage critical 
thinking and reflection.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Reading Instruction

Teaching Reading to Adults:  
A Balanced Approach
Dr. Pat Campbell

This is an ideal resource for adult educators who want  
to deepen their theoretical and practical knowledge about 
reading assessment and instruction. The author situates  
balance not only within the context of methodology, but 
also within the broader context of reading the word and 
the world. The intended audience for this book is ABE and 
ESL instructors, trainers, reading specialists, administrators, 
literacy coordinators, and graduate students. (170 pp.)

Contents
Chapter 1:  Teaching Reading to Adults:  
A Balanced Approach
• Aspects of Balance
• Integrating Print and Meaning
• Reading the Word and the World

Chapter 2:  Foundations of Reading
• Reading Theories
• The Process of Learning to Read
• The Literacy Development of Adults
• Principles for Teaching Adult Beginning Readers

Chapter 3:  Assessment
• Types of Assessment for Adult Learners
• Assessment and Learning Disabilities
• Linking Labels and Curriculum

Chapter 4:  Word Recognition
• Miscue Analysis
• Reading Patterns
• Instructional Strategies

Chapter 5:  Comprehension
• Factors Affecting Comprehension
• Reading Patterns
• Instructional Strategies

Chapter 6:  Teaching Reading  
in a Participatory Context
• Participatory Education
• Participatory Curriculum
• Possibilities

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Teaching Reading to Adults www.amazon.com/dp/1894593189 978-1-894593-18-2

“This book is essential for anyone working in the literacy field. The 
reader will find it to be an informative resource and a catalyst for 
challenging his/her own views on how to teach reading and how to 
approach literacy programming in general.”
– Susan Toews, Field Consulting Team Manager, Centre AlphaPlus Centre, Ontario

“Teaching Reading to Adults is a valuable resource for adult education 
instructors. It provides both an overview of teaching philosophies 
and approaches and specific strategies that are useful in reading 
instruction. The book provides rich material for thoughtful 
discussion among practitioners and for reflection on an individual 
basis. It should not be missed by anyone interested in a good 
understanding of reading instruction in adult education.”
– Nancy Fritz, Adult Basic Education,  Vol. 16, Issue 2,  pp. 125-128.

“Teachers new to and experienced in teaching reading to adults 
will find much here to assist them in planning, observing, and 
evaluating readers at all levels. The author situates her work in 
teaching reading within a participatory framework, acknowledging 
the importance of context both within and beyond the classroom. 
A valuable contribution to the field.”
– Janet Isserlis, Project Director, Literacy Resources, Rhode Island
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Reading Instruction

Teaching Beginning Readers
Dr. Pat Campbell

This manual begins with a compelling story about Clarence, a man who 
learned to read at the age of 93. The next section presents a list of ten 
principles for teaching beginning readers. This is followed by responses to 
three frequently asked questions:  
(1) Where do I start? (2) Do I need to teach skills in a particular order? 
and (3) What do I teach? The manual’s primary focus is the description of 
20 instructional strategies and activities such as language experience, echo 
reading, and word families. Many strategies are geared towards educators 
who work in a one-to-one tutoring situation; however, each strategy can 
be modified for classroom instruction. The manual concludes with sample 
lesson plans, a resource list, and glossary. Please note that the strategies 
and lesson plans can be photocopied. (74 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Teaching Beginning Readers www.amazon.com/dp/1926583132 978-1-926583-13-6

“We are using this book with all our new 
students during the orientation process, 
and we are finding a warm reception for 
it. It covers issues that sometimes get 
overlooked—adult literacy students often 
need to learn HOW to learn. The book is 
simple, with great illustrations.”
– Anita Citron, Central Adult Learning Center,  
Queens Borough Public Library, New York City, New York

Reading and Learning: 
A handbook for adults
Dr. Pat Campbell

Fry Reading Level: 3–4 
Lexile Level: 650L

Will my reading improve? What will help me 
learn? How can I remember what I’ve read? 
Why do some people find it hard to read? 
This handbook uses easy-to-read text and 22 
illustrations to explain how students can become 
better readers. Students will also learn about the 
factors that contribute to reading difficulties. 
The handbook concludes with suggestions for 
becoming an effective learner and a fluent reader. 
You can provide students with this handbook 
when they join the program, or recommend it to 
them as a valuable resource.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Reading and Learning (54 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593227 978-1-894593-22-9

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Reading Assessment

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

ADRI www.amazon.com/dp/1894593111 978-1-894593-11-3

Adult Diagnostic  
Reading Inventory 
 
Dr. Pat Campbell and Flo Brokop, M.Ed.
 
This assessment was specifically designed for our American audience. ADRI 
provides placement and diagnostic information and identifies reading patterns, 
enabling you to choose effective teaching strategies. This manual contains a 
word list, 40 graded passages that range in readability from Grades 1 to 12, and 
a combination of factual and inference comprehension questions. As well, the 
manual provides step-by-step instruction on how to score and interpret ADRI. 
(Alternate-form reliability was established by piloting ADRI with over 1500 
ABE students.) Note: ADRI is designed for one-on-one testing, rather than 
group testing. You need to purchase only one copy of ADRI as the passages and 
questions can be photocopied. (206 pp.)

What are the benefits  
of ADRI?
• easy to administer and score
• has contemporary content
• identifies reading patterns, 

enabling you to choose effective 
teaching strategies

“I am a literacy instructor working with 
adults and last year began using the Adult 
Diagnostic Reading Inventory with my 
learners. Kudos! The passages are right 
on—adult appropriate, interesting, and 
nicely leveled.” 
– Julie Gould Marothy, Reading Specialist, 
Pennsylvania



Purchase PDFs at www.grassrootsbooks.net 11

Audio

Read and Listen
Students can now listen to the audio while 
reading their favourite biography, novella, or 
photostory. Narrators speak at a slow pace, 
which helps students to establish the link 
between spoken and written words. The act 
of reading and listening will help students to 
become fluent and independent readers. 

Go to our website to download  
free audio for these photostories. 
 

Photostory Series:

 •  Animal 

 •  Arabic Bilingual

 •  Be the Judge 

 •  Health

 •  How-to 

 •  Humour 

 •  Romance

 •  Volunteer

Go to our website to purchase 
audio for these books: 
 

Biography Series:

 •  Activist 

 •  First Nations/Native American

 •  Acts of Courage 

 •  Maple Leaf 

 •  Sports 

 •  Famous Firsts 

 •  Entertainers 

Good Reads Series

Anna Sweet Mysteries Series

Soft Skills at Work Series

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Biographies

Activist Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 400L–540L

These easy-to-read biographies portray the lives of notable Canadian, American, and 
international activists. The well-organized chapters, glossaries, and discussion questions 
can be used to promote pre-, during, and post-reading strategies. The photographs, maps, 
and illustrations reflect the text, making the words easier to decode. Each biography 
contains 48 pages—long enough to fully narrate each person’s story—but short enough for 
beginning readers. 

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Mother Teresa (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593480 978-1-894593-48-9
Eleanor Roosevelt (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593871 978-1-894593-87-8
Mahatma Gandhi (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/189459388X 978-1-894593-88-5
Louis Riel (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593456 978-1-894593-45-8
The Famous Five (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593529 978-1-894593-52-6
Cesar Chavez (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593510 978-1-894593-67-0
Jane Goodall (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/189459343X 978-1-894593-43-4
Martin Luther King Jr. (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593472 978-1-894593-47-2

http://www.amazon.ca/dp/1894593480
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Biographies

Activist Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 400L–540L

These biographies portray the lives of famous Canadian, American, and international 
figures who made a significant difference to their community and/or the world. Readers 
become familiar with concepts such as apartheid, boycott, and non-violence as they engage 
in discussions related to freedom, human dignity, social justice, and reform. (48 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

June Callwood (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593839 978-1-894593-83-0
Nelson Mandela (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593499 978-1-894593-49-6
Harriet Tubman (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593464 978-1-894593-46-5
Jean Vanier (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593863 978-1-894593-86-1
Elizabeth Fry (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593898 978-1-894593-89-2
Rosa Parks (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593448 978-1-894593-44-1
Dalai Lama (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593901 978-1-894593-90-8
David Suzuki (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593502 978-1-894593-50-2

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Biographies

Women Who Inspire Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 460L–500L

These inspiring women overcame personal and political challenges in their quest to make 
the world a better place. Helen Keller learned to read and speak despite being blind and 
deaf. In later years, she advocated for the welfare of blind people. Clara Hughes overcame a 
difficult childhood, becoming the first Olympian to win multiple medals in both the Winter 
and Summer Games. Wangari Maathai, the founder of the Green Belt Movement, was the 
first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Malala, a Pakistani activist for female 
education, also won the Nobel Peace Prize. (48 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Clara Hughes (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583434 978-1-926583-43-3
Malala Yousafzai (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531886 978-1-77153-188-7
Wangari Maathai (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531894 978-1-77153-189-4
Helen Keller (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531908 978-1-77153-190-0
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Biographies

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Big Bear (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530421 978-1-77153-042-2
Tommy Prince (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/177153043X 978-1-77153-043-9
Will Rogers (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530448 978-1-77153-044-6
Maria Tallchief (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530456 978-1-77153-045-3

First Nations/Native American Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 440L–520L

This series features four individuals who were trailblazers. Big Bear, a Plains Cree chief, 
is best known for his refusal to sign Treaty 6. Tommy Prince was a war hero and one of 
Canada’s most decorated First Nations soldiers. Will Rogers was a widely known movie 
actor, radio personality, and journalist. Maria Tallchief discovered her passion for ballet 
at the age of three and became a famous ballerina. (48 pp.)

The images illustrate 
the text, making the 
words easy to decode.

Sentence patterns  
are repeated, making 
the text easy to read.

Other First Nations  
titles: Louis Riel,  
Poundmaker,  
Tom Longboat.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Biographies

Maple Leaf Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 410L–500L

These easy-to-read biographies portray the lives of famous 
Canadians. The well-organized chapters, glossaries, and 
discussion questions can be used to promote pre-, during, 
and post-reading strategies. The photographs, maps, and 
illustrations reflect the text, making the words easier to 
decode. (48 pp.) 

The images illustrate 
the text, making the 
words easy to decode.

Sentence patterns  
are repeated, making 
the text easy to read.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Michaëlle Jean (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583396 978-1-926583-39-6
Terry Fox (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583388 978-1-926583-38-9
Emily Carr (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583418 978-1-926583-41-9
Lucy Maud Montomgery (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583426 978-1-926583-42-6
Poundmaker (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/192658340X 978-1-926583-40-2
Norman Bethune (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/192658337X 978-1-926583-37-2
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Biographies

Acts of Courage Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 480L–500L

This exciting series features four people who changed the world through their 
acts of courage. Fannie Lou Hamer fought for equal rights for black people. 
Oskar Schindler risked his life to save Jewish people. Rick Hansen wheeled 
around the world to change society’s perceptions about people with disabilities. 
Laura Secord’s historic walk changed the history of North America. These 
biographies will engage students and spark discussions. (48 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Rick Hansen (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593820 978-1-894593-82-3
Laura Secord (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593812 978-1-894593-81-6
Oskar Schindler (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593855 978-1-894593-85-4
Fannie Lou Hamer  (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593847 978-1-894593-84-7

“Every participant (in our program) 
returned for a second or third book,  
and this high level of interest speaks 
volumes about the value of this series  
as a teaching tool.” 
– Marie Lou Gentz, Literacy Volunteers of  
Washington County, Westerly, Rhode Island

Adult Basic Education and Literacy Journal,  
Volume 2, Number 1

The use of familiar 
language enables 
students to use 
context cues to 
predict words.

Circles provide 
interesting facts.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Biographies

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Wayne Gretzky (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593626 978-1-894593-62-5
Nancy Greene (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/189459360X 978-1-894593-60-1
Muhammad Ali (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593588 978-1-894593-58-8
Tom Longboat (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593618 978-1-894593-61-8
Althea Gibson (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593596 978-1-894593-59-5

Sports Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 490L–520L

Readers gain insight into the lives of these five sports icons. The biographies not 
only narrate their rise to perfection in their chosen sports, but also relate how 
each contributed to the society they lived in, both as sports figures and socially-
conscious human beings. (48 pp.)
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Biographies

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Edmund Hillary & Tenzing Norgay (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593650 978-1-894593-65-6
Amelia Earhart (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593634 978-1-894593-63-2
Charles Lindbergh (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593642 978-1-894593-64-9
Matthew Henson & Robert Peary (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593669 978-1-894593-66-3
First Women in Space (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593677 978-1-894593-67-0

Famous Firsts Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 490L–510L

These biographies focus on men and women who risked their lives to achieve 
their dreams. What forces shaped these risk-takers? What motivated them? 
What dangers did they face? What kept them going in spite of setbacks and 
failures along the way? (48 pp.)

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Biographies

Entertainers Series
Terry Barber

Fry Reading Level: 2   Lexile Level: 490L–500L

Learn how early life experiences propelled these personalities into fame and fortune.  
As a teen, Bruce Lee learned kung fu to defend himself from bullies. Walt Disney’s 
father taught him the importance of hard work, a lesson which led to the creation of 
Walt Disney Studios. Marilyn Monroe’s traumatic childhood played a role in her need 
to be in the spotlight. Music became a sanctuary for Jimi Hendrix, who grew up in a 
home with parents who struggled with alcohol. (48 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Bruce Lee (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531037 978-1-77153-103-0
Walt Disney (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531045 978-1-77153-104-7
Jimi Hendrix (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531053 978-1-77153-105-4
Marilyn Monroe (48 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771531061 978-1-77153-106-1
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Photostories

Grass Roots Readers
Volunteer Series
Linda Kita-Bradley

Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 240L–370L

Emergent readers will appreciate the relevant content and readability level of these  
high-interest, low-vocabulary readers. The photographs reflect the text, making the words  
easy to decode. These compelling photostories are guaranteed to provide beginning readers  
with a positive reading experience.

These photostories introduce students to the benefits and joys of volunteering. Students will  
gain an understanding of the responsibilities involved in six volunteer settings: an animal shelter, 
a soup kitchen, a daycare centre, a thrift store, a senior centre, and in the gardens of a church. 
Each photostory will spark discussion about the volunteer experience.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Animal Shelter (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530332 978-1-77153-033-0
Soup Kitchen (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530340 978-1-77153-034-7
Daycare Centre (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530359 978-1-77153-035-4
Thrift Store (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530367 978-1-77153-036-1
Senior Centre (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530375 978-1-77153-037-8
Gardening (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530383 978-1-77153-038-5

The photos reflect  
the text, making words 
easy to predict.

Sentence patterns  
are repeated, making 
the text easy to read.

Download FREE audio  
and student activities  

from our website.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Photostories

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

How to Build Community (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593782 978-1-894593-78-6
How to Live Green (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/189459374X 978-1-894593-74-8
How to Find a Good Used Car (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593073 978-1-894593-07-6
How to Stop Hiccups (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593731 978-1-894593-73-1
How to Clean Green (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/192658371X 978-1-926583-71-6
How to Check an Apartment (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583728 978-1-926583-72-3
How to Save Time (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583736 978-1-926583-73-0
How to Be Good to Yourself (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583744 978-1-926583-74-7

Grass Roots Readers
How-to Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 180L–380L

The diverse topics in the how-to series will appeal to a broad range of adults. 
Students will appreciate the practical information provided in each book.

Relevant content 
reflects daily life.

Use of familiar 
language enables 
beginning readers  
to predict words.

Download FREE audio  
and student activities  

from our website.
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Photostories

Grass Roots Readers
Humour Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 140L–290L

The humour series will bring a smile to everyone.  
The author’s witty and wacky humour is refreshing.

Short sentences 
do not overwhelm 
beginning readers.

Credible characters 
engage the student.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

The Phone Call (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583930 978-1-926583-93-8
A Bad Car Day (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593758 978-1-894593-75-5
The Hike (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593006 978-1-894593-00-7
Late Again! (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593766 978-1-894593-76-2
The Mix-up (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583752 978-1-926583-75-4
The Coffee Lover (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583760 978-1-926583-76-1
The Map (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583779 978-1-926583-77-8
The New Shoes (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583787 978-1-926583-78-5

Download FREE audio  
and student activities  

from our website.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Photostories

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Fran’s Story (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593065 978-1-894593-06-9
Tony’s Deal (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593278 978-1-894593-27-4
Just Good Friends (26 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593286 978-1-894593-28-1
Mandy’s Garage Sale (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/189459326X 978-1-894593-26-7
The Test (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583892 978-1-926583-89-1
Potluck (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583906 978-1-926583-90-7
The Change (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583914 978-1-926583-91-4
The E-mail (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583922 978-1-926583-92-1

Grass Roots Readers
Be The Judge Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 220L–390L

These stories will spark discussion among students  
as they are called upon to be the judge.

Use of active voice and 
present tense makes the 
sentences easy to read.

The simple vocabulary 
and sentence structures 
help to develop fluency.

Download FREE audio  
and student activities  

from our website.
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Photostories

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

The Big Question (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593235 978-1-894593-23-6
The Big Surprise (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593243 978-1-894593-24-3
The Big Snore (22 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593251 978-1-894593-25-0
The Big Goof (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593030 978-1-894593-03-8
Cake Date (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/192658385X 978-1-926583-85-3
Inside Out (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583868 978-1-926583-86-0
Love of My Life (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583876 978-1-926583-87-7
The Perfect Man (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1926583884 978-1-926583-88-4

The photos reflect  
the text, making words 
easy to predict.

Sentence patterns  
are repeated, making 
the text easy to read.

Grass Roots Readers
Romance Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 160L–280L

These lighthearted stories about the ups and downs of love  
will warm hearts and stir memories about past romances.

Download FREE audio  
and student activities  

from our website.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Photostories

The photography 
reflects the text, 
making words 
easy to predict.

The meaning  
of new words  
is embedded  
in the text.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Bears (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593049 978-1-894593-04-5
Bald Eagles (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593707 978-1-894593-70-0
Grey Wolves (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593723 978-1-894593-72-4
Grey Seals (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593715 978-1-894593-71-7
A Good Night’s Sleep (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593790 978-1-894593-79-3
Fad Diets (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593804 978-1-894593-80-9
Saying No (28 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593774 978-1-894593-77-9
Stress (24 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1894593057 978-1-894593-05-2

Grass Roots Readers
Animal Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 280L–360L

Students will enhance their knowledge and appreciation of 
the animal kingdom through the information and exquisite 
photography in these books.

Health Series
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 230L–340L

The health series is ideal for adults who are  
trying to cope with the day-to-day challenges  
of life.
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Photostories

English-Arabic Bilingual Photostories / Flip Format

Download FREE English  
audio and student activities  

from our website.

“With relevant and practical vocabulary, these 
bilingual books help build the confidence of learners 
as they develop their reading skills in their second 
language. The inclusion of a section with line-by-line 
pairing of the text in both languages is a real bonus.”
– Dee Sullivan, Executive Director 
People, Words & Change

How to Build Community A dual language photostory in English and Arabic.

The flip  
format clearly  

separates the two  
languages.

This  
format ensures  

that students will 
rely more on the 

English text.

Yet, students 
can still compare 
and contrast the 

languages.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Photostories

TITLE PURCHASE PDFS ON GRASSROOTSBOOKS.NET ISBN

How to Build Community: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-130-6
Daycare Centre: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-126-9
A Good Night’s Sleep: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-123-8
The Change: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-133-7
How to Check an Apartment: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-131-3
Gardening: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-128-3
Fad Diets: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-124-5
Tony’s Deal: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-134-4
Thrift Store: Arabic-English Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-127-6
Stress: English-Arabic Bilingual Series Only available as PDF 978-1-77153-125-2

English-Arabic Bilingual Photostories / Flip Format
Fry Reading Level: 1   Lexile Level: 90L–340L

This brand new series is intended for Arabic speakers who are learning English.  
Dual language books are wonderful tools to create a literacy bridge between languages. 
Students also have the option of listening to the story in English as they read the text.  
The diverse topics will appeal to a broad range of adults. (52–60 pp.)
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Pathfinders

Pathfinders
Tana Reiff

Fry Reading Level: 1–2   Lexile Level: 490L–520L

These captivating stories engage the reader from the first page. The main characters reach 
a turning point in their lives. Some decide to take a risk and pursue their dreams. Others 
must make or adapt to challenging changes in their lives. Emergent readers will appreciate 
these easy-to-read books. Visit our website and download discussion questions for each 
chapter. (60–68 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Time To Talk www.amazon.com/dp/1927499631 978-1-927499-63-4
A Robot Instead www.amazon.com/dp/192749964X 978-1-927499-64-1
Change Order www.amazon.com/dp/1927499658 978-1-927499-65-8
Chicken by Charlie www.amazon.com/dp/1927499666 978-1-927499-66-5
Just for Today www.amazon.com/dp/1927499674 978-1-927499-67-2
Play Money www.amazon.com/dp/1927499682 978-1-927499-68-9
Take Away Three www.amazon.com/dp/1927499690 978-1-927499-69-6
The Saw That Talked www.amazon.com/dp/1927499704 978-1-927499-70-2
Doors to the Sky www.amazon.com/dp/1927499712 978-1-927499-71-9

Play Money Take Away Three

Time to Talk

A Robot Instead Change Order Chicken by Charlie Just for Today

The Saw That Talked Doors to the Sky

Excerpt from Take Away Three. Chunked text  
promotes fluent 
reading.

http://www.grassrootsbooks.net
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Fiction Chapter Books

Anna Sweet Mysteries
Brenda Chapman

Fry Reading Level: 3 
Lexile Level: 560L–640L

This award winning mystery series hooks the reader from the first page. 
Readers will cheer on Anna Sweet, a perceptive and tenacious private 
investigator. She shows no fear as she follows each trail of clues.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

My Sister’s Keeper (96 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530049 978-1-77153-004-0
The Hard Fall (96 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530057 978-1-77153-005-7
To Keep a Secret (104 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530065 978-1-77153-006-4
A Model Death (96 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530073 978-1-77153-007-1
No Trace (88 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530081 978-1-77153-008-8
Missing Her (88 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771530103 978-1-77153-010-1
Killer Heat (88 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771532394 978-1-77153-239-6
Too Close to Home (92 pp.) www.amazon.com/dp/1771532432 978-1-77153-243-3

“Our adult learners love the fully developed 
characters, compelling storylines and satisfying 
endings. Great series for high-beginning to 
intermediate readers.” 
- Barb Papik, Alameda Reads, California

N O M I N EE

N O M I N EE



Purchase PDFs at www.grassrootsbooks.net 31

Fiction Chapter Books

Good Reads
Fry Reading Level: 2–6 
Lexile Level: 330L–890L

Welcome to Good Reads—novellas by 
bestselling Canadian authors. The Good Reads 
authors have a special talent—the ability to 
tell a great story, using clear language. For 
full details of each title, go to our website and 
click on chapter books. Visit our website and 
download comprehensive reading guides for 
each book.

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Bed and Breakfast www.amazon.com/dp/1771530006 978-1-77153-000-2
All Night www.amazon.com/dp/1771530014 978-1-77153-001-9
Love You to Death www.amazon.com/dp/1771530022 978-1-77153-002-6
The Clear-Out www.amazon.com/dp/1771530030 978-1-77153-003-3
In From the Cold www.amazon.com/dp/1926583256 978-1-92658-325-9
Shipwreck www.amazon.com/dp/1926583264 978-1-92658-326-6
The Picture of Nobody www.amazon.com/dp/1926583280 978-1-92658-328-0
The Stalker www.amazon.com/dp/1926583299 978-1-92658-329-7

N O M I N EE
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Fiction Chapter Books

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Home Invasion www.amazon.com/dp/1926583310 978-1-92658-331-0
New Year’s Eve www.amazon.com/dp/1926583337 978-1-92658-333-4
Picture This www.amazon.com/dp/1926583345 978-1-92658-334-1
The Day the Rebels Came to Town www.amazon.com/dp/1926583353 978-1-92658-335-8
Missing www.amazon.com/dp/1926583361 978-1-92658-336-5
Listen! www.amazon.com/dp/1926583817 978-1-92658-381-5
The Break-Inºº www.amazon.com/dp/1926583825 978-1-92658-382-2
Coyote’s Song www.amazon.com/dp/1926583833 978-1-92658-383-9
Tribb’s Troubles www.amazon.com/dp/1926583841 978-1-92658-384-6
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Fiction Chapter Books

Working for Myself
Tana Reiff

Fry Reading Level: 3–4 
Lexile Level: 560L–650L

Realistic stories about successful small business ventures. Each photostory highlights one 
soft skill that is essential in the workplace. Each story portrays a small business launched 
with little capital but much determination. Students will learn that energy, problem-
solving skills, planning, and preparation can make the difference between success and 
failure. Taking care of yourself through self-employment, without much start-up money, 
is a great option in today’s economy.  (48–50 pp.)

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

A Flair for Hair www.amazon.com/dp/1771533463 978-1-77153-346-1
Clean as a Whistle www.amazon.com/dp/1771533536 978-177153-353-9
Crafting a Business www.amazon.com/dp/177153348X 978-1-77153-348-5
Handy All Around www.amazon.com/dp/177153351X 978-1-77153-351-5
The Pet Sitter www.amazon.com/dp/1771533471 978-1-77153-347-8
The Green Team www.amazon.com/dp/1771533498 978-1-77153-349-2
Your Kids and Mine www.amazon.com/dp/1771533528 978-1-77153-352-2
You Call, We Haul www.amazon.com/dp/1771533544 978-1-77153-354-6
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Soft Skills at Work

Soft Skills at Work Series
Linda Kita-Bradley

Fry Reading Level: 1–2

Soft Skills at Work features the following soft skills: 

 • Teamwork • Time management 
 • Problem solving • Decision-making 
 • Flexibility • Standing up for yourself 
 • Punctuality • Reading body language 
 • Initiative  • Having a positive attitude

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Thinking on Your Feet www.amazon.com/dp/1771532262 978-1-77153-226-6
Standing Up for Yourself www.amazon.com/dp/1771532254 978-1-77153-225-9
Putting Customers First www.amazon.com/dp/1771532246 978-1-77153-224-2
Taking the Extra Step www.amazon.com/dp/177153222X 978-1-77153-222-8
Working as a Team www.amazon.com/dp/1771532238 978-1-77153-223-5
Getting to Work on Time www.amazon.com/dp/1771532211 978-1-77153-221-1
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Soft Skills at Work

TITLE PURCHASE BOOKS ON AMAZON.COM ISBN

Looking at the Bright Side www.amazon.com/dp/1771533455 978-1-77153-345-4
Sending the Right Message www.amazon.com/dp/1771533420 978-1-77153-342-3
Making Up Your Mind www.amazon.com/dp/1771533439 978-1-77153-343-0 
Keeping Track of Time www.amazon.com/dp/1771533447 978-1-77153-344-7

Working as a Team

Research shows that soft skills are often better predictors of success in the workplace than 
technical skills. This series uses photostories to feature four soft skills: having a positive 
attitude; time management; being aware of body language; and decision-making. Each book 
contains two contrasting photostories and a set of questions to stimulate discussion among 
students. In the first photostory, the central character lacks a specific soft skill, creating 
tension among staff and in the second story, the central character demonstrates the soft 
skill, resulting in a more harmonious workplace. (48 pp.)
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