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Purple PalaceThe 

ENTERTAINING AND FAMILY ARE AT THE HEART
OF LIFE COACH LISA NKONOKI’S HOME, WHICH POPS 

WITH ROYAL HUES AND TEXTURAL TOUCHES
BY MINDY PANTIEL | PHOTOGRAPHS BY COSTAS PICADAS

Stay A While A 
custom Hollywood 
sectional wrapped 
in velvet and an 
ottoman in Cowtan 
& Tout fabric 
(opposite page) 
invite lounging in 
the family room. 
Shag rug is through 
Carpet Trends. 
Bentley Churchill 
game chairs 
(right) in a Duralee 
crocodile jacquard 
surround a hair-
on-hide ottoman 
from ModShop. 
Art Deco silver-leaf 
pendant is from 
Worlds Away. See 
Resources.
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AFTER TAKING UP RESIDENCE 
in her recently completed Farmington home, Lisa 
Nkonoki proudly dubbed her domicile the “Purple 
Palace at Poplar Hill on the Freedom Trail,” the 
latter referencing the town’s prominent role on the 
Underground Railroad. “The fact that slaves went 
through here makes this place sacred ground for 
me,” notes Nkonoki, herself a descendent of slaves. 
“I think my ancestors would be proud of what I 
have done here.”

From the street, it might appear Nkonoki has 
done little more than build yet another center hall 
Colonial in a neighborhood rife with similar ar-
chitecture, but a distinctive purple front door hints 
otherwise. And once inside, the interiors, much 
like the homeowner, are upbeat and contemporary. 
“It’s sophisticated, classy and fun,” says Nkonoki, 
a prominent life coach whose website is peppered 
with portraits of her posing with notables like 
Norman Lear and Vice President Joe Biden. 

Accordingly, her home needed to be a stylish 
setting for entertaining high profile clients and 
guests, but more importantly, it had to address 
Nkonoki’s role as matriarch of an extended family 
that includes nine grandchildren ages nine months 
to 12 years. Her desire to accommodate a never-
ending series of play dates, tutoring sessions and 
family gatherings was paramount as was her desire 
to establish an aesthetic that was uniquely hers. “I 
got my first purple rug when I was 15, and I love 
my bling,” says Nkonoki, who turned to interior 
designer Laura Michaels to establish an ambience 
filled with royal hues and hints of sparkle.

Both the purple and the glitz are immediately 
evident upon entry thanks to 25 purple, silver 
and white handblown glass globes that cascade 
down from the 22-foot ceiling like balloons at a 
convention. From there, Michaels ran with that 
same palette but employed a measured hand 
when it came to the violet tones. “Lisa would have 
done everything purple, including the sinks and 
bathtub, so I moved her in the direction of using 
whites and grays with purple accents instead,” says 
the designer, who kicked things off with a luxuri-
ous gray velvet sectional in the family room large 
enough for all the grandkids to pile on for movie 
watching. “The gray on the sofa and the gray rug 
serve as grounding elements,” says Michaels, who 

Glamour Shots  
A Shakuff chandelier 

of 25 handblown glass 
globes (opposite page) 
creates a cascade of 

purple, silver and white 
in the main foyer. The 

dining room (this page) 
table and chairs are 

from ModShop; framed 
artwork is from Zoe 

Bios Creative.  
See Resources.
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Kitchen Cachet (above) Custom kitchen cabinets sport Crocodile vinyl inserts. Oly Studio’s Annika chandeliers are made of a cast resin. Lucite bar stools sport a Pollack metallic 
gray ostrich vinyl. The expansive 12-foot island is topped with Glassos from Rye Marble. Cozy Corner (opposite page, top left) A kitchen banquette through Lillian August wears an 
Osborne & Little silver metallic vinyl. A table studded with nickel-plated nailheads is from Vanguard; chandelier is from Shine by S.H.O. See Resources.

Textural Touches A fur-wrapped lamp plus gold and silver Mermaid pillows are custom made by GetARoom. Tibetan 
lamp, pillows and throws are through Outpost Originals. Bed is from Emerson Bentley. See Resources.

added curly Tibetan lamb and Mermaid sequin pil-
lows to establish the requisite glam elements.

Immediately adjacent, a quartet of chairs sporting 
violet jacquard cotton and an ivory hair-on-hide 
octagonal ottoman serve as a game center. “I wanted 
different areas to have distinct functions,” says the 
designer, who was mindful of the challenges of 
designing in an open floor plan. “Being able to see 
everything is wonderful, but it also means you have 
to be very careful about duplication and repetition, 
and putting another sofa in this area would have 
been boring.”

Not boring is the designer’s deft use of texture. 
“It’s a signature look of mine, and I love texture on 
top of texture on top of texture,” says Michaels, a 
former fashion designer. In the kitchen, her use of 
crocodile vinyl cabinet inserts with Ann Sacks iri-
descent tiles on the backsplash prevent the favorite 
family gathering spot from being just another white 
kitchen. And the point/counterpoint continues in 
the formal dining room where a sleek white lacquer 
table with Lucite legs meets chairs with lush purple 
velvet seat covers and backs.

On the upper level, the master suite exudes 
old-fashioned Hollywood glamour from the linen 
velvet headboard to the painted silver nightstand 
to the white shag carpet that just begs for bare feet. 
The tactile drumbeat continues with a bench wear-
ing polyester designed to resemble crocodile and a 
lamp covered with longhaired goat fur. “I call it my 
‘Cousin It’ lamp,” says Michaels, who also didn’t 
hesitate to bring on the bling. “Lisa loves shine and 
rhinestones, so there are rhinestone pulls on the 
vanity, and rhinestone tiles in the shower.”

For the homeowner, the conclusion was a happy 
one. “I love that when I come home it feels different 
every time,” says Nkonoki. “But it’s also calming and 
soothing enough that I can relax and enjoy myself.” ✹
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