
  Plant Maintenance Guide 

Trimming Basics: 
The goal of trimming is to shape the 

plants.  A prize plant will resemble a 

candelabra structure, with many 

branches off the main stem, all rising up 

to a nice flat topped canopy.  Be sure to 

follow these key points: 

 Use clean sharp hand shears or 

scissors to not damage the plant.  

 Clean your shears AFTER each use 

with rubbing alcohol. 

 Never remove more than ¼ of the 

plants branches within a one-

week period as this can shock the 

plant and slow growth.  

Topping the plants:  

The desired buds will grow primarily 

from the tip of each branch.  By 

removing the tip of a young plant, you 

will force the plant to refocus it’s energy 

on growing the branches below.  By 

doing this, you’ll multiply the number of 

branch tips on each plant, resulting in 

more buds per plant at harvest time. 

A good rule for topping is the Rule of 3.  

After planting your young plant, wait 

until it has 3 well established branches 

coming from the main stem.  Then, 

you’ll snip off the very tip of the main 

stem where the newest branch is trying 

to form.  This will push the plants energy 

to the 3 branches below, making them 

the primary growth points.  When each 

of those 3 branches has developed 3 

branches of their own, you will snip the 

top from the 3 main branches.  At this 

point, you’ll be promoting 9 primary 

branches on each plant.  This is a great 

plant structure for the HomeGro.  When 

each plant is about 18” tall, that’s a 

good time to flip the light timer to 

BLOOM. 

Removing non-productive 

branches and fan leaves: 

After you’ve established your 9 primary 

braches, you’ll need to remove plant 

material from the lower section.  When 

switching to Bloom, go through and cut 

off all lower branch shoots from the 

lower half of the plant. These will not 

develop to good buds and should be 

removed.  Also, remove all large fan 

leaves from the lower half of the plant.  

Smaller ones will grow and replace 

them. 

It’s good to remove fan leaves at least 2 

more times after switching to Bloom.  

Remember, you are training the plant to 

focus all energy on those 9 main 

branches.  Everything else on the plant 

is taking energy away from those main 

branches.  By removing the non-

productive branches, you are helping 

the plant focus more energy on your 

primary branches. 

A good schedule is trimming every two 

weeks.  This will increase your yield. 


