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æquō was founded by Tarini Jindal Handa in 2022,
as India’s first collectible design gallery.

Under the vision of creative director Florence Louisy, 
the experimental project based in Mumbai introduces 
the world’s best designers to fine Indian craftsmanship, 
giving global importance to the country’s artisanal 
heritage.

The word æquō is derived from equal in Latin and the 
masterpieces created in partnership with the gallery 
give weight to both designer and technique.

Identifying and celebrating the best craftsmanship, 
who might previously have been unknown, is a key 
ambition of the programme. In this grand design 
adventure, æquō creates contemporary objects that 
pay respect to tradition - the antiques of the future.
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KOTHI

For our first group show, æquō presents a series of design prototypes and 
experimental craftsmanship collaborations. Kothi is curated as a residential 
mise-en-scène within our Colaba gallery and features the work of six 
designers: Valériane Lazard, Chamar, Wendy Andreu, Frédéric Imbert,  
Cedric Courtin and Florence Louisy. Through a global perspective on India’s 
artisanal heritage, the spectrum of craft at every level is explored,  
with traditionally prized workmanship exhibited alongside more humble 
handmade techniques. The exceptional skills of small streetside karigars from 
Mumbai, who have no previous history of working with international designers, 
are shown to have a quality that stands proud next to celebrated workshops 
like Ateliers Courtin in Tamil Nadu. In this intimate setting, intended to feel like 
the home of a collector, raw objects that are still in-process sit confidently next 
to impeccably finished pieces of collectible furniture. Even material is exhibited 
democratically: the recycled rubber of Mumbai-based studio Chamar elevated 
with a new preciousness when seen side-by-side the embroidery of Vastrakala, 
partner of Lesage Intérieurs in Chennai. These are not juxtapositions rather a 
balance that is the signature of æquō.
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Valeriane Lazard

A graduate of the Design Academy of Eindhoven, Valériane Lazard had a rigorous 
training in product and interior design. Her research for her collaboration with 
æquō began in a rare, highly regarded book, The Cave Temples of India, which 
was first published in 1880 and authored by Scottish-born indigo planter James 
Fergusson. It is here she discovered section drawings of Bedsa, the Buddhist rock-
cut monuments near Pune, and of Ajanta, the well known caves near Aurangabad 
dating from the 2nd century that have inspired many contemporary architects. The 
monumental formations she discovered informed the hollowed proportions of this 
chair and daybed - they are both massive structures of teak wood, hand carved 
with great voids by craftsmen in Bangalore. With a lightness that is in contrast 
to the monolithic form, a cushion and mattress was given equal thought in its 
development. Using the book Crafts of India: Handmade in India, edited by Aditi 
Ranjan and MP Ranjan, as her reference, Lazard happened upon the technique of 
mooda rice packaging. The roped straw pillow was created in the rural village of 
Gadag in Karnataka. Originally, mooda was made for transportation within paddy 
fields. Selected for its primitive aesthetics that complement the carved chair and 
daybed, the cushions give the illusion of being a haphazard bed of straw but are 
in fact meticulously crafted to perfectly fill the voids. 
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Bedsa chair, 2022
Design: Valériane Lazard
Material: Teak wood and rice straw 
Craftmanship: Wood carving - Bangalore 
Straw weaving - Gadag, Karnataka 
Edition: 11 

Ajanta daybed, 2022
Design: Valériane Lazard 

Material: Teak wood and rice straw 
Craftmanship: Wood carving - Bangalore

 Straw weaving - Gadag, Karnataka 
Edition: 11 
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Ajanta daybed, 2022
Design : Valériane Lazard
Material : Teak wood and rice straw 
Craftmanship : Wood carving - Bangalore
Straw weaving - Gadag, Karnataka 
Edition: 11
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CHAMAR  
 
Chamar Studio was founded by artist Sudheer Rajbhar as a project to employ leather 
craftspeople who were made unemployed by the 2015 leather ban in India. Working 
closely with the Dalit community, particularly in Dharavi, the largest slum in Mumbai, 
the brand was born out of their ingenious skill at recycling rubber and waste into 
functional objects. Inspired by the blue tarpaulin that is used to protect houses during 
the monsoon, Chamar first developed its signature material - a canvas mesh which 
is fused with a layer of recycled rubber. Great research and development went 
into giving the material strength and refining the colour, which has a natural muddy 
marble effect. Debuting its leather alternative across a line of handbags and fashion 
accessories, the Chamar project immediately gained the support of the fashion world. 
For its collaboration with æquō, Chamar continues to take its references from fashion 
and the micro details of garment construction. The fall of fabric inspires the Pocket 
chair and the inner seam of garments clearly informs the Sleeve lights. Riveting 
replaces stitching and the specially developed recycled rubber is precision cut - the 
plastic pattern cutters of Dharavi as skilled as the leather craftsmen of before. A final 
surprise is the illusion of softness; there is no natural drop but rather a strength and 
rigidity, which create sustainable objects of collectible design. 
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Sleeve light, 2022
Design: Sudheer Rajbhar

Material: Recycled rubber, canvas
Maker: Chamar Studio - Mumbai 

Numbered Edition

Seam light, 2022
Design : Sudheer Rajbhar
Material: Recycled rubber, canvas
Maker: Chamar Studio - Mumbai
Numbered Edition
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Pocket chair, 2022
Design : Sudheer Rajbhar
Material: Recycled rubber, canvas 
Maker: Chamar Studio - Mumbai 
Edition: 11 
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WENDY ANDREU 

Our collaboration with Wendy Andreu, a Paris-based graduate of the Design 
Academy Eindhoven, is exemplary of the flexibility of our creative process. In the 
development of her console, low table and light for æquō, Andreu adapted her 
strong signature style to work with one of the most humble and, perhaps, underrated 
metal techniques in India. Taking her 2022 Staple Series as a starting point, where 
she saw a similar structure to the stepwells of India, Andreu was inspired to replace 
its sharp aluminium sheets with the softer lines of traditional patra peti box makers 
who are found across our country. Working with our friend Kamlesh, a street-side 
vendor in Kumbharwada, Mumbai, æquō brought a fresh perspective to the welding 
of Andreu’s work, adding the rivets of a trunk and the high shine polish of a tiffin 
lunch box. The pieces represent a subtle evolution of Andreu’s aesthetic, immediately 
recognisable as her signature design but handmade in India.  
For æquō, the representation of a previously anonymous workshop, which has 
no history of working with an international designer, is important to our inclusive 
programme and to our point of view that craftsmanship is not always rarefied but is 
indicative of skill.



INDIA

Modhera Console, 2022
Design: Wendy Andreu
Material: Stainless steel 

Craftsmanship: Patra peti - Mumbai 
Edition: 11

Modhera Light, 2022 
Design: Wendy Andreu
Material: Stainless steel  
Craftsmanship: Patra peti - Mumbai 
Numbered edition
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Modhera Low table, 2022 
Design: Wendy Andreu
Material: Stainless steel 
Craftsmanship: Patra peti - Mumbai 
Edition of 11
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Candle holder, 2022
Design: Wendy Andreu

Material: Aluminium
Craftsmanship: Metal casting - Mumbai

Numbered Edition
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Candle holder, 2022
Design: Wendy Andreu

Material: Aluminium
Craftsmanship: Metal casting - Mumbai

Numbered Edition

Candle Holder, 2022 
Design: Wendy Andreu
Material: Aluminium
Craftsmanship: Metal casting - Mumbai
Numbered Edition
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CEDRIC COURTIN 

Cédric Courtin is the founder of the Ateliers Courtin workshops based in the 
Pondicherry-Auroville belt. Known for his research and development in techniques 
around leatherwork, Courtin’s craftsmanship was for a long time a carefully 
guarded secret of the fashion world. With a global reputation as being one of the 
most innovative ateliers in luxury, he has collaborated with a roll call of artistic 
directors, often on ultra-limited edition catwalk pieces and on weaving samples 
so conceptual that they exist only in tiny panels archived in his Tamil Nadu studio. 
For these pieces developed with æquō, Courtin applied his signature leather 
wrapping to a series of objects curated from across India. Forms used as moulds 
during Courtin’s prototyping, which are usually removed at the end of the shaping 
process, inspire the fusion of material. For example, a wooden stool exhibits 
various forms of embellishment, each fitted with couture precision. The familiar 
silhouette of a traditional Naga chair is contemporized with enveloping softness. 
And a collection of trays and plates all come with a new tactile touch.
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Strapped, 2022 
Design: Cédric Courtin

Material: Stretched leather, belt, 
Wooden milk container

Himachal Pradesh
Maker: Atelier Courtin

Numbered Edition

Pleated, 2022 
Design: Cédric Courtin
Material: Stretched leather, Paper stripes, 
Wooden milk container
Himachal Pradesh
Maker: Atelier Courtin
Numbered Edition
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Split, 2022 
Design : Cédric Courtin
Material : Stretched leather
Wooden milk container, Himachal Pradesh
Maker: Atelier Courtin 
Numbered Edition

Strapped, 2022
Design: Cédric Courtin  

Material: Stretched leather, belt 
Wooden board - Nagaland

Maker : Atelier Courtin
Numbered edition
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Wrapped - Black, 2022
Design: Cédric Courtin

Material: stretched leather
Wooden bowl, Nagaland

Maker: Atelier Courtin
Numbered Edition

Wrapped - Honey, 2022
Design: Cédric Courtin
Material: stretched leather
Wooden bowl, Nagaland
Maker: Atelier Courtin
Numbered Edition
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Laced, 2022
Design: Cédric Courtin
Material: Interlaced leather cord
Woven leather stripes
Wooden milk container
Maker: Atelier Courtin
Numbered Edition
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FREDERIC IMBERT 

For this experimental project around materiality, æquō introduced French designer 
Frederic Imbert to the Dhokra community in Chattisgarh, known for their ancient 
lost-wax metal casting technique. After a period of research into the craft, which 
had captivated Imbert, the process in creating the guéridon began with an 
exploration of shape in his Paris studio. Imbert’s signature work is sculptural and 
solid and, unusually, he builds up his forms with matter, rather than carving into 
it. The side table for æquō was hand sculpted entirely by his own hand using 
recycled paper and he did so while considering the mysterious black Dhokra wax. 
In the second stage of the development, the prototype exhibited by Aequo was 
created in the workshop within our Mumbai gallery. A solid body of wax from 
Chhattisgarh - a mix of beeswax, charcoal and plastic waste - was cast according 
to Imbert’s mould, deconstructing the multiple stages of the Dhokra technique, 
while at the same time taking the material that is usually lost in the process and 
giving it new permanence. In future pieces for the series, Imbert will continue this 
distillation, investigating the various materials used in Dhokra, beginning with the 
earthen core and then, finally, the metal for which the technique is famous. 
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Guéridon side table, 2022
Design: Frédéric Imbert
Material: Dhokra Wax 

Provenance of craft: Dhokra 
Chattisgarh
Edition: 11
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FLORENCE LOUISY 
 
Florence Louisy is the creative director of æquō. With a strong sensitivity for craft, 
she approaches collectible design as a method to achieve unique pieces. 
Materials, techniques and the hands joining them are the three elements necessary 
to make meaningful pieces. The first exhibition at aequō owed its title to a term 
rooted in the Latin word crudus, which loosely translates to “uncooked.” 
In a design context, however, RAW nods toward how the materials in question 
remain unprocessed, untouched or left in their roughest form. In these creations, 
Florence explores how the objects that permeate our homes may preserve the beauty 
and depth of materials closest to their natural state. Through a contemporary and formal 
language, she pays tribute to the purity that remains after local materials are shaped to 
become part of our everyday spaces. 

Her collections allow a new perspective on Indian materiality and open a dialogue 
between the gallery and its collaborators. Artisans and designers.
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Elke Screen, 2022
Embroiderer: Jean-François Lesage,
Founder of Lesage Interieurs 
Illustrator: Boris Brucher
Designer: Florence Louisy
Material: Stainless steel, linen,
metal yarn, cotton yarn, glass beads
Unique edition
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Elke Screen, 2022 
Embroiderer: Jean-François Lesage,
Founder of Lesage Interieurs
Illustrator: Boris Brucher 
Designer: Florence Louisy
Material: Stainless steel, linen,
metal yarn, cotton yarn, glass beads
Unique edition
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Ilia embroidered Sofa, 2022 
Embroiderer: Jean-François Lesage,
Founder of Lesage Interieurs
Material: Raw cotton, bone beads 
Design: Florence Louisy
Edition: 11
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Tavit stool, 2022 
Design: Florence Louisy

Material: Casted Bronze
Craftmanship: Metal casting - Mumbai

Edition: 11

Tavit floor light, 2022 
Design: Florence Louisy
Material: Casted Bronze
Craftmanship: Metal casting - Mumbai
Edition: 11



INDIA

Dyad low table, 2022 
Design: Florence Louisy

Material: Silver plated brass
Craftmanship: Metal plating - Jaipur

Edition: 11

Traverse Chair 2022 
Design: Florence Louisy
Material: Woven stainless steel
Craftmanship: Hand crafted Metal - Mumbai
Numbered Edition


