
Botanical Jewels’ Hoya & Dischidia Care Guide 

 
Hoya 

Hoya are taking the plant world by storm and are highly 
collectable and sought after! The most common and identifiable is 
Hoya carnosa and its variegated cultivars. Hoyas are commonly 
referred to as ‘wax plants’ due to their flower appearance. Many 
hoya are epiphytic meaning that they naturally occur growing onto 
other larger plants such as trees. 

Hoyas are not only collectable due to their flowers but also due to 
the patterns and colourations on their foliage. Hoya leaves come in 

all shapes, sizes, colours and textures.  

Hoyas are relatively easy care plants for the North American household. Semi succulent varieties 
can tolerate very bright diffused light, however in the summer months, July-August, when the 
sun is most intense they can suffer burns if left in a hot southern or western window. Varieties 
that are more succulent are better suited to withstand more direct light. In general provide your 
hoyas with bright to medium light, eastern, wester and southern exposure. 

Most hoya can be left to become root bound and should be grown in a well draining soil mix 
with perlite. The addition of orchid bark will increase air flow and help to wick away excess 
water. Do not leave hoya sitting in excess water as they are susceptible to rot. Allow hoya to dry 
out thoroughly between watering.  

Dischidia  

Sometimes mistaken for hoya as some have very similar growth habits. Most common dischidia 
are easy to grow and require similar care to hoya. Trailing varieties can be left to hang or can be 
trimmed to shape. Some dischidia species are very fast growers while others produce new 
growth dependent on the season. Dischidia are also epiphytes meaning that they naturally grow 
on supports such as tree trunks or branches. Their stems may produce roots along the node 
secretions of the stem which can absorb nutrients and water to the plant. Flowers develop in 
clusters and are commonly bell shaped. 

Provide dischidia with bright to medium indirect light, however in the summer months 
July-August when the sun is most intense they can suffer burns if left in a hot southern or 
western window. Dischidia can be left to become root bound and should be grown in a well 
draining soil mix with perlite. The addition of orchid bark will increase air flow and help to wick 
away excess water. Do not leave sitting in excess water as they are susceptible to rot. Allow to 
dry out thoroughly between watering.  
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