
Botanical Jewels’ Begonia Care Guide 

 
Begonia are a type of flowering plant that belongs to the 
Begoniaceae family. There are approximately 1500 known species 
of begonia growing across South and Central America, Africa and 
South Asia. Begonias have been cultivated as houseplants due to 
their vast array of colours and unique foliage. 
 
There are three types if begonia: 

1. Tuberous 
2. Rhizomatous  
3. Fibrous 

 
Tuberous begonia are most commonly used as bedding plants 

(annuals) throughout North American spring/summer months. Their blooms tend to be larger and 
extravagant in comparison to their other begonia relatives. Foliage is less showy and tends to 
have a glossy appearance. These begonias are ideal for use as annuals due to their fast growth 
and long lasting bloom time.  
 
Rhizomatous begonia are recognised for their eye catching foliage and are superb indoor plants. 
They do not require a dormancy period which allows for continuous enjoyment throughout the 
year. Rhizomatous types develop stems that rise above the soil level and crawl across the ground. 
The foliage of these begonia have a rainbow of colours and pattern variations. 
 
Fibrous begonia can also be used as bedding plants (annuals) due to their varying colours and 
flowers. The most popular type of fibrous begonia in the home is the cane begonia or angel wing. 
These types have tough stems that resemble bamboo. Foliage can range in texture and colour. 
Many cane begonia have long angel wing type leaves making them fantastic staple plants in the 
home. Growth habits are moderate to fast, trimming can be done in both the spring and the fall to 
maintain shape and fullness.  
 
Begonia prefer a well aerated and well draining soil. High perlite contents allow for air pockets 
within the soil medium that will encourage an even drying time as well as wick away excess 
moisture from the roots. 
 
Begonia can tolerate bright indirect to medium indirect light, this will allow for the best display 
of colours and patterns. Low lighting areas can be tolerated however however watering will be 
less when in these areas and colour may not be as bold. 
 
Most begonia require only a slight dry before watering which allows the top layer of soil to dry. 
Some terrarium varieties prefer to stay slightly moist at all times with increased humidity as such 
are recommended to be kept in a glass terrarium or cloche to create a consistent environment. 
Underwatering can cause browning leaves and die-back if extreme. It is recommended that you 
check once to twice a week and up to three times a week in the summer months for watering.  
 

Do not duplicate or distribute without written permission from Botanical Jewels 
botanicaljewels.ca 


