
FAQs: 

 

Why do we choose to sell Muka Ties & Ipu Whenua: 

We are aware that many whānau do not have the resources or connections to make their own 

Muka Ties or Ipu Whenua for various reasons such as living abroad, lack of connection, time-poor, 

inexperience and some whānau simply wish to purchase these to support local harakeke weavers 

and other small businesses. 

We at Māpihi & Co. pride ourselves for providing a platform for all whānau to access these taonga 

and we encourage whānau to maintaining our taonga tuku iho - traditional Māori birthing 

methods and customs. 

Our harakeke are authentically sourced from Aotearoa and in doing so, we are supporting local 

harakeke weavers based in Aotearoa. 

 

What is Muka? 

Muka is a strong fibre extracted from native Harakeke (NZ flax). Muka Pito Ties is a traditional 

Māori method of Pito tying at birth and is commonly used across Aotearoa. 

 

Muka Ties & Pricing? 

We at Māpihi & Co. choose not to profit from the Muka Pito Ties, instead our set prices are simply 

a koha towards our Whaea/ harakeke weaver for her time, energy, and efforts in making and 

preparing these for our Māori community. 

We strongly encourage whānau to access Hapu Wānanga in your local area who can educate and 

help you to make your own Muka Tie for your pēpi. However, we are here for those who do not 

have access to these resources.  

 

About our Harakeke: 

All our harakeke is authentically sourced from Aotearoa and in doing so, we are supporting local 

harakeke weavers based in Aotearoa. 

Our native Harakeke originates from the Tainui Region near Hamilton, New Zealand. 

Our harakeke weaver upholds all tikanga - traditional Māori protocols and practices when 

harvesting and working with Harakeke. These practices include karakia, appropriate cutting 

methods, sterilisation, utilising harakeke off cuts to minimise wastage, all of which are 

environmentally sustainable. 


